
Term 3 Focus:

Revision Techniques 
Workshop
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5 mistakes students make with revision
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1. Students are routinely overconfident about what they have learnt, 
revised, and remembered

2. Students can struggle to manage their time and their technology

3. Even if students are taught to know better, they respond to 
deadlines and cram their revision too near the exam

4. Students who have been taught how to revise still don’t apply it in 
practice

5. Students can be taught to use specific revision tools that can prove 
helpful, like flashcards for self-testing, and still use them badly!



Eat Sleep Revise Repeat

SPACED OVER TIME



Active Revision
‘Memory is the residue of thinking’ –

Psychologist Daniel Willingham 

The more you actively think about something the more likely it is to stick in the memory, so highlighting text 
isn’t very effective whereas answering test questions and then reviewing the ones you got wrong is.

Spaced learning vs Crammed learning:
Students can only hold a certain amount in their working memory. To move to the infinite long 

term memory, students need to revise small chunks over a long time



Top ways to actively revise
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1) Flash cards-Quizzing

2) Mind maps-Generation effect

3) Knowledge organisers- Quizzing

4) Past Papers

5) Quizing



FLASH CARD 
TIPS!



Make your own

Why? 
Taking information             considering it              then putting it in your own form and words is an essential part of learning.

Recreating information in your 
own way helps build strong 

neural pathways and 
memories. 

These are unique to you…using 
someone else's recreation 

doesn’t help you quite as much.

If you take someone else's 
premade cards – you deny 

yourself this learning process!
Have questions on one side and answers on the other



Mnemonic devices

Why?
A mnemonic device helps you build links between two or more 

pieces of information

Keep them simple and memorable.
Remember: it only has to make 

sense to you. So it’s better if you 
create the mnemonic or memory 

link.



Simplicity and recall 
Why?

One card – one question
OR

One card – one small part of a topic 

This helps our brains avoid 
confusion. We can easily 

mistake recall for 

recognition.

Recognition Recall
When revising it can be easy to think 

that you understand a theory, key 
word, question or something similar 

because you recognize it. This isn’t the 
same as fully understanding it and 

being able to recall.

Actively being able to retrieve 
information from your memory 

without having to recognize it. It’s 
basically the sign of truly 

understanding something. 

The more you break up the information onto separate cards, the less likely you are to miss key points. 
If you used several bullet points per card, you may remember two or three then be tricked into thinking you 

understood all the information because it felt familiar (or you recognized it…)



Break up the difficult stuff

Why?
Group too much information on one topic you may slip into thinking you understand all of it because you 

understand some of it – the illusion of competence…

For example:
You’re studying for a History assessment on The Vietnam War, 

specifically, why the USA lost. It’s a broad and complicated 
topic including tactics, soldiers, weapons, technology and the 

home front. You might know and understand tactics and 
soldiers really well and recall lots of detail. If you don’t break up 
this information you may have the illusion that you understand 

all of the factors as to why the USA lost. 

Break up the topics onto separate cards and you are forced to 
make sure you learn the different parts separately:

1) Tactics 2) soldiers 3) weapons etc. 



Using flashcard correctly
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1) Design flash cards that have questions on one side and 
answers on the other.

2) Ensure this is the correct knowledge you need. Using a 
knowledge organiser will help with this.   

3) Test yourself or get someone else to test you on the flashcard 
questions

4) Put flashcards you know in one pile and ones you don’t in 
another

5) Come back to ones you don’t know in the revision session

6) Revisit the ones you do know in a week or two



Task: 
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Create 3 flashcards on a topic from the 
knowledge organiser

Then use the card to test yourself or get the 
person next to you to test you using each others

Put the ones you got correct in one pile and the  
ones you didn’t in another



Mind Map
TIPS!



Make your own

Why? 
Reconstructing topics in a graphic form can help make meaningful connections and links in your brain. This is called the 

‘Generation effect’ in cognitive science. 

Creating a mind map from memory helps you actively recall what you 
know on a topic

It can then help you also make the links improving your knowledge and 
understanding and in turn your memory. 

Copying or reading a mind map won’t be that helpful. However you can 
then use this to cover and test yourself. 



Task: 
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Choose a topic. You have 5 minutes to create a 
mind map from memory of everything you can 

remember in that topic. 



Knowledge Organiser
TIPS!



Knowledge Organisers-Three techniques
Method 1: 

• LEARN: Choose a small ‘chunk’ of your Core Sheet to learn. Read it over and over again in your head. 

• COVER: Turn over your core sheet 

• WRITE: Write out the chunk from memory 

• CORRECT: Correct your answer, write any missing or incorrect words in green pen

• LEARN: Identify the next ‘chunk’ of your Core Sheet to learn. Read it over and over again in your head. Also go back over anything incorrect 
from your first ‘chunk’. 

• COVER: Turn over your core sheet 

• WRITE: Write out both chunks from memory 

• CORRECT: Correct your answer, write any missing or incorrect words in green pen

Repeat until you have learned the entire section of the core sheet that you need to

Method 2: 
Use the knowledge organiser to create your flashcards and correct your mind maps.

Method 3: 
Use the knowledge organiser to quiz yourself by covering sections or give it to a friend or parent to quiz you. 



Task: 
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TASK 1: Use the learn, cover, write, correct for a 
section of your knowledge organiser

Task 2: Get the person next to you to use the 
knowledge organizer to quiz you. 



Past Paper and Quizzing
TIPS!



Knowledge Organisers

Quizzing

Things like Low stakes tests and quizzes on the topic you are revising are 
good active revision techniques as you are working hard to retrieve the 

information. 

Create your own quizzes on topics you are revising to test yourself. Use 
old Low Stakes Tests or ask your teacher where you can find good quality 

quizzes on the knowledge base you need. 



Knowledge Organisers

Past Papers

Completing past papers and practice exam questions are excellent ways of 
revising because you are retrieving the knowledge but you are also practicing 

exam technique. 

1) Get the past paper without looking at the mark scheme. 

2) Complete the paper

3) Use the mark scheme to self mark being STRICT with yourself. (You can also 
peer mark with a friend)



Task: 
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Create a 10 question quiz on a topic using the 
knowledge organiser

Then test yourself or your partner


