
Medieval Medicine 1000-1450(ish)

Medieval Surgery

Galen – An ancient Greek scientist.  He believed in one God so was supported by the Catholic Church.  He found 
out about anatomy by dissecting pigs and apes.  The Catholic Church stated scientists could only do new 
research to prove Galen right.

Training of surgeons was controlled by the Catholic Church.  Surgeons learnt by using Galen’s books, not by 
doing their own dissections through universities such as Oxford or Cambridge.

Most people saw untrained barber surgeons for surgery

The three main problems of surgery: Blood loss could lead to death, Pain meant patients often died of shock, 
Infection meant people often died from infections after surgery.

Pain – Little had been done to prevent pain.  Patients could be “knocked out” or drink until they were drunk.

Blood Loss – Wounds were usually burned shut, this could cause infection.

Infection – No work was done to prevent infection.

The Islamic World  - Islamic surgeons such as Al Razi were also supporters of Galen, and Abdulcasis invented lots 
of new surgical instruments.  Their ideas spread to Europe via translations by Constantine the African.

Trepanning was the earliest known form of surgery.  Holes were scraped into peoples skulls to release “bad 
spirits” that made them ill.

Medieval Cures and Prevention

Hippocrates – A Roman scientist.  Developed the idea of the 4 Humours, which supported purging, especially 
blood letting to cure illness.  His ideas were supported by the Catholic Church.  Hippocrates developed the idea 
of clinical observation.  This meant a cure or prevention should be experimented with – if it worked then use it.  
This was an early form of Science.  He also created the Hippocratic Oath.  This was a promise sworn by all 
doctors that they would always try to help people.

Training of doctors was also controlled by the Catholic Church though universities, but professionally trained 
doctors were rare and very expensive.

Most people bought potions from wise men and women who had knowledge that was passed down through 
generations.  This was often not based in Science.

The Islamic World – Ibn Sina wrote and researched “The Canon of Medicine” – a huge book of potions and 
medicines.  The book was used as a guide for professionally trained doctors until the 1600s.  His ideas spread 
due to Constantine the African.

Medieval Epidemics

In 1342 The Black Death arrived in Britain via trade routes.  It spread across Europe from China.  People had no 
idea what caused the black death.  They stated “God was testing them”, “The Devil caused it” or “The Jewish 
Community caused it.

Poor public health meant the Black Death spread very quickly.  It killed a third of the population.

The Black Death led to food shortages and an economic crisis.  This almost made the government collapse in the 
Peasant’s Revolt.

Prevention methods – King Edward I forced all Jews to leave the country.  Praying.  The rich left the cities.

Cure methods – Praying, purging (e.g. drinking mercury to make you vomit), strapping raw chicken to your chest.

Medieval Public Health

Government did not take much responsibility for public health.  Sewage and rubbish were thrown on the 
streets.  There was very poor hygiene in towns and cities.  Gong farmers would take human sewage and sell it to 
farmers to help grow food.

The earliest attempts at managing public health were by Glamorgan Council who passed a law saying butchers 
could not throw dead animal parts on the street and by Parliament who introduced a £20 fine for throwing 
sewage or rotting waste on the streets (but this wasn’t enforced).

The Church encouraged better public health in monasteries where they were designed to have a clean water 
supply and a “lavatorium” as a cleaning room.

The Church also ran hospitals.  These were called infirmaries and were attached to monasteries.  They were only 
allowed to “care for”, not to cure the sick.

The Islamic World – Set up hospitals as places to train medical professionals and the first mental hispitals.  This 
did not spread to the Christian world at the time.

Overview Statement: There was very little progress due to the influence of the Catholic Church

Here is the most important knowledge for this topic.  
You can use the WRIGLES sheet to deepen your understanding.



Renaissance Medicine 1450(ish) – 1750(ish)

Renaissance Surgery

Training of surgeons continued to be dominated by the ideas of Galen and the Catholic Church at the start of 
the Renaissance.  Henry VIII created the Royal College of Surgeons after the split from the Catholic Church, but 
Galen’s ideas still dominated until years after Harvey’s death.  Hunter made training of surgeons far more 
professional in the 1780s and inspired the book Frankenstein due to his collection of body parts, gained from 
tomb robbing.  Ideas were spreading more quickly as the printing press meant books became cheaper to 
produce.

Most people still saw untrained barber surgeons for surgery

Pain – New products became available when America was discovered and more trade started with China.  
Opium, Laudanam and Mandrake root were all developed but were expensive so rarely used.

Blood Loss – Pare developed stitching and the Crows Beak Clamp to improve the speed of surgery.  He also 
discovered gun shot wounds were not poisonous, developed a new lotion to replace hot oil (rose oil, turpentine, 
egg whites) to treat wounds.

Infection – Pare’s treatment meant wounds were no longer “burned shut”, decreasing the amount of infection.

Vesalius – Disproved Galen’s theories on the breast bone and spine but only after his death was this mentioned 
in his book.  During his lifetime most of his work supported Galen.

Harvey – Disproved Galen’s theories that blood was “eaten by muscles like fuel”.  Proved the heart was a pump 
and that veins made up a circulatory system.  He died in poverty as no one believed him.  Following his death a 
more powerful microscope was invented that proved he was right.

Renaissance Cures and Prevention

Hippocrates – Ideas of purging continued to be important, bloodletting was even used on King Charles II.

Training of doctors - was though universities, but professionally trained doctors were rare and very expensive.  
Often training still supported the ideas of Galen and Hippocrates.

People could see apothecaries.  These were an early type of chemist.  Astrology was also popular (the idea that 
the stars and planets caused illness).

Most people still bought potions from wise men and women who had knowledge that was passed down 
through generations.  This was often not based in Science.  Quacks went on tours of the country.  These were 
untrained doctors selling fake cures.

The discovery of America meant people were discovering new plants and looked for new cures.  Tobacco was 
thought to cure Asthma.  Lemons and limes were correctly used to cure scurvy.  Hippocrates’ idea of clinical 
observation was used to find new cures.

People still used praying and religion as a cure.  It was believed that King Charles II could cure anyone by 
touching them.

Inoculation was used to prevent Smallpox.  This was an idea that originally came from Turkey but was risky.  It 
made a lot of money for London doctors.

Jenner - developed the first vaccination using Cowpox to prevent Smallpox in 1796 by experimenting with a 
young boy.  At first he wasn’t listened to due to the profits being made through inoculation and opposition from 
London Doctors.  After his death Smallpox vaccination became compulsory and was wiped out globally.

New ideas spread quickly due to the Printing Press.

Renaissance Epidemics

In 1665 The Great Plague became an epidemic in London.  The was caused by the same bacteria as the Black 
Death of Medieval times.

Continuing poor public health meant the Great Plague spread very quickly.  It killed a third of the population 
(again!).

Prevention methods – Quarantine of trading ships, houses with the plague, villages with plague.  King Charles II 
moved out of London.  Cancelling of theatre shows.  Burning of tar to cover up “the bad smells in the air that 
caused the illness” – this was called miasma, Plague doctors used beaked face masks packed full of herbs.

Cure methods – Praying, purging (using leeches), using animals such as frogs and snakes to “suck out poison”, 
rubbing puppy blood into wounds.

Renaissance Public Health

Government still did not take much responsibility.  After Henry VIII broke from the Catholic Church he closed 
down the monasteries.  He replaced them by creating the first large London hospitals (St. Thomas’ and Barts).

Hospitals were based on profit.  The better the treatment of patients the more money could be charged. This 
meant they could provide cures as well as care.  Businessmen invested in hospitals such as St. Thomas’ and 
Barts.  Some hospitals were cheaper and relied on donations from charitable businessmen.  These include Guys 
Hospital.  The first specialist hospitals for pregnant women, children and mental illness (St. Bethlam/Bedlam) 
were created.  By 1800 there were 20,000 hospital places in London.

There were still no clear attempts by government to improve public health.  In poorer areas sewage and waste 
were still dumped on the streets.

Overview Statement: There was still very little progress due to the influence of the Catholic Church but key 
individuals, discoveries (printing press, America, microscope) and wars led to some development.  Disproving Galen was a huge turning point!

Here is the most important knowledge for this topic.  
You can use the WRIGLES sheet to deepen your understanding.



Industrial Medicine 1750(ish) – 1900 (ish)
Industrial Surgery

Training of surgeons had now improved significantly due to Hunter’s actions.  Developments in anaesthetics, antiseptics 
and Germ Theory also led to significant improvement.  Barber surgeons no longer existed.

Pain – Davy (Nitrous Oxide) and Simpson (Chloroform) removed pain from surgery.  Both inventions were due to 
individuality and luck.  There was opposition from religious groups but when Queen Victoria used Chloroform to give birth 
to Prince Leopold anaesthetics became widely accepted.

Blood Loss – With the development of anaesthetics surgery could be done more precisely.  Surgeons continued to use clips 
and stiches to cauterise wounds and stop bleeding.

Infection – Germ Theory was developed by Pasteur in the 1860s, but rival theories such as Miasma and Spontaneous 
Generation continued to rival Germ Theory until the 1880s.  Lister developed Carbolic Spray (the first antiseptic) in 1867 but 
this was not at fist accepted due to Germ Theory not being fully accepted and it made surgeon’s skin dry out so was not at 
first popular.  By the 1870s Antiseptics had been widely accepted by surgeons and were widely used.

Davy and Simpson – Developed anaesthetics.  Davy developed nitrous oxide for use in dentistry and Simpson developed 
Chloroform.

Lister – Developed Carbolic Acid, one of the first antiseptics.

Pasteur – Developed Germ Theory in the 1860s, which was further proven by Koch and Lister.

Industrial Cures and Prevention

Training of doctors took place through universities.  The ideas of Galen and Hippocrates had now 
come to an end, although doctors still took the Hippocratic oath by promising to never harm a 
patient.  New ideas were now openly shared and discussed and printed in medical magazines all 
over the world.

The idea of miasma dominated until 1861.  This was the idea that disease spread through bad air.  
Other ideas included Chemical Theory (that chemical reactions in the body caused illness) and 
Spontaneous Generation (that disease was caused by rotting waste) were also believed.  Leading 
British Scientists such as Bastian and Chadwick backed these theories.  This began to change in 1861 
when Pasteur developed Germ Theory.

Pasteur – A French Scientist discovered that germs caused milk and beer to go off using his swan-
necked flask experiment.  This research was paid for by the milk and beer industries.  His daughter 
had died of tuberculosis so he was interested in what caused illness.

Koch – A rival Scientist to Pasteur.  The Franco-Prussian War meant he wanted German Science to 
be better than French Science.  He identified Anthrax germs, proving specific germs caused specific 
diseases.

Once specific germs were identified new vaccines and cures could be created.  Koch and Pasteur was 
in a race to develop vaccines.  Koch developed a vaccine for Tuberculosis and Pasteur developed one 
for Anthrax.  They inspired a new group of Scientists called the Microbe Hunters who developed 
many other vaccines.

You can also use evidence from the Cholera case study for cures and prevention

Industrial Epidemics

Due to poor public health there were epidemics of diseases such as Cholera, Tuberculosis and Diphtheria.   Our focus is 
Cholera.  Throughout most of the Industrial Period the government was laissez-faire.  This means that they didn’t want to 
get involved in the lives of the people or the economy.  One main reason for this was that only the rich could vote, so 
governments didn’t care about the opinions of the poor.  They cared about the rich and the interests of big business and 
profit.

In 1831 50,000 people were killed by Cholera.  There were further outbreaks in the 1930s.  The government appointed 
Chadwick to create a report on Public Health.  Chadwick was motivated by economics, believing healthy workers would 
work harder and make the country more wealthy.  He believed Miasma was the cause of the epidemic and encouraged 
people to throw waste in the rivers, which made the outbreak worse.  His report was published in 1842 and encouraged 
towns to set up Boards of Health as part of the 1848 Public Health Act.  This was voluntary, and only 103 towns set up 
Boards of Health or started building sewers and clean water supplies.

In 1854 20,000 people died of Cholera.  John Snow completed his Broad Street Pump Experiment.  This proved the link 
between Cholera and dirty water, but the government still did nothing!

In 1858 The Great Stink made London smell terrible.  Parliament even had to close.  Then the government gave 
Bazelgette £3million to build a sewer system in East London. In 1867 working class men in cities were given the vote and 
improvements to public health began across the country.

Industrial Public Health

Government still did not take much responsibility for public health at the start of the Industrial 
Period.  They worked in the interests of only the rich, because the rich could vote.

The Industrial Revolution led to huge amounts of overcrowding with poor people living in back to 
back housing without sewers or clean water supplies.  The poor shared toilets known as privies.
These often overflowed causing poor hygiene.  There was limited rubbish collection for the poor.

You do not need to know about hospitals during the Industrial Revolution – but hospitals for the 
poor remained terrible places, and most hospitals continued to be run for profit.  Hospitals did begin 
to clean equipment properly following Lister and Pasteur’s discoveries.

Overview Statement: There was huge progress in surgery and cures and prevention, mostly due to individuality and science and technology.  From 1858 the government took a larger role in 
improving public health.  Germ Theory was a huge turning point!

Here is the most important knowledge for this topic.  
You can use the WRIGLES sheet to deepen your understanding.



Modern Medicine 1900(ish) – Present Day

Modern Surgery

Training of surgeons is now done through universities.  Any non-Scientific ideas are not listened to.  It is not also controlled 
by the government and industry through funding of new research.

Pain, Blood Loss and Infection were all now addressed, although improvements continue to be made.

War has been the main reason for the development of surgery.

The Boer War led to the creation of X-Rays so that surgeons could see the insides of patients before operating.

World War One led to blood transfusions, plastic surgery (Harold Gilles treated soldiers disfigured by gas attacks), a greater 
use of X-Rays (which were originally used in the Boer War) and a greater use of antiseptics to prevent infection.

World War Two led to the creation of the NHS, further developments in blood transfusions and further improvements in 
plastic surgery and heart surgery.  Penicillin was also used to help prevent infection after surgery.

Modern Cures and Prevention

War has also led to a great deal of change in cures and prevention.

The Boer War led to the Liberal Reforms. Men volunteering to join the army were found to be so 
unhealthy that they failed physical medical tests.  In addition, most poor men could now vote so the 
Liberal Reforms took place.  The Liberals asked Booth and Rowntree to create reports into poverty. 
World War One also highlighted the poor health of many people. As a result of these reports and 
wars free school meals, improved unemployment benefits, free vaccines for children, nurse visits to 
schools for child health checks, early council housing and government support for young mothers 
were introduced by a series of governments from 1900.

Fleming discovered Penicillin by accident in the 1920s.  This was a mould that can kill many types of 
bacteria without killing people.  At first there was little impact.

World War Two meant governments were interested in keeping soldiers healthy.  The USA and 
Britain invested in Florey and Chain to make Penicillin into a cheap, easy to produce pill.  This saved 
huge numbers of soldiers lives and became the first magic bullet antibiotic tablet.

World War Two also meant children were evacuated to the countryside so people in the 
countryside realised how bad public health was in the cities.  This led to the creation of the 
Beveridge Report and ultimately the creation of the NHS.

Industrial Epidemics

We do not study epidemics for the Modern Period.  However, if needed you can use evidence from Covid-19 such as 
government actions on introducing lockdowns, quarantines, face masks, advertising their policies to the people, creating 
specialist Covid areas within hospitals.

Industrial Public Health

The Beveridge Report was paid for by Winston Churchill’s government.  The author was a man 
called Beveridge.  He said the main causes of poverty were 5 Giants: Want (not being able to buy 
the things you need to live), Ignorance (poor education), Idleness (lack of jobs), Squalor (poor 
housing), Disease (poor health).  The Conservative government could not promise to fulfil the 
promises of the report, so in 1945 lost the election to Labour.  Labour promised to meet the 
demands of the Beveridge Report and Atlee’s government did the following:

Create the NHS – led by Bevan – at first doctors and surgeons hated it, believing they would earn 
less and quality of care would go down.  The first services opened in 1948.  There were queues up to 
2 miles long for some dentists as dentistry had never been free before.  The NHS included hospitals, 
doctors, dentists, opticians and specialist clinics.

The NHS is the big one that you need to know!  The Labour government also started a huge school 
building programme and council house building programme.  This led to more jobs, meaning all of 
Beveridge’s Giants were being addressed.

Overview Statement: There has been huge progress since the development of Germ Theory.  Government has played an increasing role in improving public health over time.

Here is the most important knowledge for this topic.  
You can use the WRIGLES sheet to deepen your understanding.

Has anything stayed the same across the Medieval, Renaissance, Industrial and Modern development of Science?

Surgery – Surgeons have always tried to prevent blood loss, pain and infection during surgery.

Cures and Prevention – The Scientific Method started by Hippocrates of “try it out and see if it works” has existed across 
time.

Religion and Spirituality – has been seen by many as a method of cure across time, overall declining but some people still 
believe in praying and astrology, whilst alternative medicine such as hypnotherapy is still used.

Wars have always been a stimulus for change.

Individuality in terms of life experience or courage has meant key people have been able to develop new technologies.

Government has played an increasing role over time in improving public health.

New Science and Technology (the printing press, the microscope, Germ Theory) have all led to faster developments.



Britain: Health and the People WRIGLES Organiser This knowledge organiser identifies the key events that you need to know for an exam.  To find out more 
about each event you can use the textbooks, revision guides, or the detailed knowledge organisers.

Factor that led to 
development over 
time.

People/Events that developed surgery over time People/events that developed cures and prevention, public health and epidemics over 
time.

War The Battle of Milan (Pare - Renaissance)
World War One (Gilles, Blood Transfusions, X-Rays – Modern)

World War Two (The NHS, Florey and Chain – Modern)
The Boer War (The Liberal Reforms – Industrial)
Franco Prussian War (Pasteur, Koch and Germ Theory – Industrial)

Religion / Spirituality You should avoid including religion in your answer if possible.
Catholic Church (Spreading Galen’s ideas – Medieval)
Islam (Al Razi’s surgical tools - Medieval)

Islam, Ibn Sina and Constantine the African (Medieval)
Christianity, Monasteries (Medieval)

Individuality Simpson (Anaesthetics, experimenting on friends, disproving critics –
Industrial)
Hunter (facing critics – Industrial/Renaissance)
Vesalius and Harvey (facing critics – Renaissance)
Lister (facing critics – Industrial)

Jenner (experimented on a boy, disproved critics – Renaissance)
Snow (shutting down the pump, disproving Chadwick – Industrial)
Fleming (keeping a dirty laboratory – Modern)
Pasteur (Death of his daughter – Industrial)

Government Henry VIII (Creating Royal College of Surgeons – Renaissance)
Queen Victoria (Anaesthetics – Industrial)
Labour Government (Creation of NHS and training – Modern)

Medieval governments (Glamorgan, Black Death – Medieval)
Renaissance governments (Great Plague – Renaissance)
Liberal Governments (Liberal Reforms – Industrial)
Snow and Bazelgette (Sewers and Cholera – Industrial)
Labour Government (The NHS – Modern)

Luck/Chance Simpson (knocking over Chloroform – Industrial)
Pare (Running out of hot oil – Renaissance)

Penicillin spores (Fleming – Modern)
Quarantine (Great Plague – Renaissance)

Economics You should avoid including economics in your answer Milk and Beer Industries (Pasteur – Industrial)
Creating a healthy workforce (Chadwick and Snow – Industrial)
Modern Pharmaceutical Firms (Creating mass produced penicillin for profit – Modern)

Science and 
Technology

The Printing Press and Microscope (Vesalius and Harvey - Renaissance)
Germ Theory (Pasteur and Lister – Renaissance)

The Printing Press and Microscope (sharing of ideas - Renaissance)
Germ Theory/Antiseptics/Vaccination (all proving each other – Modern)
Discovery of the Americas (New ingredients for medicines – Renaissance)



Wilhelm II’s Germany 1888-1918 and the Weimar 
Republic 1918-1933

Wilhelm II’s Germany 1888-1918

Germany was created in 1871 from lots of small, German speaking countries.  Whilst it was being created France and Germany had a 
war called the Franco-Prussian War.  France lost, and Germany won Alsace Lorraine.  Germany made France pay reparations.

When Wilhelm II became Kaiser in 1888 he had to make sure Germany was secure, so created an Alliance with Austria-Hungary and 
Italy.  He encouraged militarism and nationalism in his people and began to build large army and navy.  His main aims were:

A Place in the Sun – This means the Kaiser wanted to gain Germany an empire.
Weltpolitik – This means that he wanted influence over politics in the world, he wanted to be a Great Power like Britain.

In order to meet his aims he did not respect workers rights.  This meant that Trade Unions and the Socialists held a lot of power in 
the Reichstag [German Parliament]. In 1915 10,000 workers protested, shouting “Down with the Government”.

World War One 1914-18. The Kaiser resigned and ran away to Holland in 1918.  He could no longer control his army and his country 
was in chaos.  Erzberger signed the Armistace to stop fighting on 11th November 1918 and Ebert (the leader of the Socialists) formed 
a new government.

The Structure of Weimar Government

The President was elected every 7 years.  He could gain Emergency Powers which meant 
he could rule without the Reichstag if there was an emergency.  Otherwise he only had 
power over the armed forces.

The Chancellor was chosen by the President from members of the Reichstag.  He was 
usually the leader of the most popular party in the Reichstag.  He had the same powers as a 
British Prime Minister has today.

The Reichstag was voted for by all men and women over the age of 20.  They had to discuss 
and approve any new laws.

Elections to the Reichstag were through Proportional Representation.  This meant that if 
10% of people voted for a party, it would get 10% of the power in the Reichstag.  A 
Chancellor would need 50% or more of Reichstag members to support his ideas, so 
Chancellor’s often had to make deals with smaller political parties.  For most of Weimar 
Germany the Socialists (SDP) were the largest party, and created deals with other political 
parties to keep power.

1924 – 1929 Weimar’s Golden Age

Between 1924 and 1929 support for extremist parties like the Nazis was low.  This is 
because the policies of Gustav Stresemann meant there was less poverty.  This is known as 
Weimar’s Golden Age.

Cinema – Germany became a leader in creating films.  Metropolis, a science fiction movie 
was the most advanced movie of the 1920s.  Marlene Dietrich (an actress) became globally 
famous.

Nightlife – Germany became a centre for the nightclub scene, leading in Jazz music.  There 
were even gay and transvestite night clubs in the 1920s.

Art – Artists such as Otto Dix led in new style of modern art.

Design – Germany led the world in Bauhaus architecture.

Women’s Rights – Women were encouraged to work, socialise and move away from 
traditionally female roles.

Some people saw the changes in culture as too modern and wanted a return to traditional 
values.

Overview Statement: The Weimar Republic was weak until 1924 due to the Treaty of Versailles and hyperinflation.  1934-1929 The Weimar Republic was a secure and stable government.

Here is the most important knowledge for this topic.  

The Weimar Republic – Key events

November 1918 – The Armistice is signed.  Ebert (the leader of the Socialists, SPD) formed a temporary government.
January 1919 – The Spartacists (Communists) try a revolution.  They fail and are destroyed by the Freikorps.
January 1919 – The first elections are held, the SPD won.  Ebert becomes the first Weimar President.
June 1919 – The Treaty of Versailles is signed – Look at your Conflict and Tension Knowledge Organisers for details.
1920 – The Kapp Putsch – The leader of the Freikorps tried to take power in Berlin.  He fails due to workers going on strike.
1922 – Weimar government failed to pay reparations from the Treaty of Versailles.
1919 – 1922 – Over 350 politicians were murdered by extremist groups, including Erzberger.
1923 – France invaded the Ruhr.  They planned to keep the profit from industry to pay for the reparations.
1923 – The Weimar government ordered the workers of the Ruhr to go on strike.  They printed money to pay them.  This resulted in 
hyperinflation.
1923 – Hitler had been giving speeches are become the leader of the Nazi Party in Munich.  He saw an opportunity to take over the 
government and tried doing it by force.  The Munich Putsch failed and resulted in Hitler being put in prison, but it gave him huge 
publicity and whilst in prison he wrote his book, Mein Kampf, which became a best seller.
1924 – 1929 – The Weimar Republic begins to recover due to the policies of Gustav Stresemann.
1924 – Stresemann stops hyperinflation by creating a new currency called the Rentenmark.
1924 – Stresemann creates the Dawes Plan with the USA.  The USA agrees to loan money to Germany to repay reparations.  
American companies such as Ford and Gillette start to invest in Germany.
1925 – Germany creates the Locarno Pact with Britain, France, Belgium and Italy.  Germany agrees to not challenge the Treaty of 
Versailles.
1926 – Germany is allowed to join the League of Nations.
1928 – Germany leads the creation of the Kellogg-Briand Pact where most countries agree to work together for peace.
1929 – The Young Plan.  Germany renegotiated reparations to pay back less each year.



The Collapse of the Weimar Republic and Rise of Hitler
1929-1934

The Wall Street Crash

Stresemann died in 1929.  He had stabilised Germany and limited the damage of the Treaty of Versailles using American 
government loans and investment from American companies and investors.

October 1929 – The Wall Street Crash destroyed American’s economy.  America called in all their loans and investors stopped 
investing money abroad.  This led to the Great Depression. Germany was hit hard.

1929-1933 Unemployment rose from 1million people to almost 6 million people in Germany.

Poverty creates Extremism. Just like after World War One, and in 1923 there was a rise in support for extremist 
parties.  In 1923 Hitler thought this meant he could take power by force.  He now focussed on gaining votes.  As poverty grew, so 
did the number of people voting for Hitler.

Why did People vote for Hitler?

• He promised to destroy the Treaty of Versailles.
• He promised to destroy Communism.
• He promised to regain land lost from the Treaty of Versailles.
• He promised to solve the problems of the Great Depression.
• He promised to create “jobs and bread” for every German.
• He had a very effective propaganda campaign led by Goebbeles.
• He used the SA, (led by Ernst Rohm until 1934) to intimidate opponants.
• The SA and Nazi Party were giving the unemployed purpose in their lives.  There were 

400,000 men in the SA by 1932.
• He was a talented speech writer.
• He held huge political meetings called rallies where he gave speeches and there was live 

entertainment.
• He promised a return to “traditional German values”.
• Weimar politicians had failed to deal with the Great Depression.
• The other two parties that gained high proportions of the vote in elections (the Socialists 

and Centre Parties) were unable to find an alternative Chancellor to Hitler.

Hitler’s Economic Policies

People had voted for Hitler in 1932 for nationalist and economic reasons.  He had to solve 
Germany’s economic problems quickly.  This is how he did it:

RAD National Labour Service – All men aged 18-25 had to serve in the RAD.  They would help 
farmers and also plant forests.  They were given meals, wore uniforms and lived in camps.  
They were very low paid, but at least it was a job.
Public Work Schemes – The Nazis built new schools, motorways (3800km of autobahns) and 
airports (Tempelhof).  This provides work for nearly 100,000 men.
Rearmament – Creating uniforms, weapons and equipment provided a huge number of jobs in 
manufacturing.  The army itself grew from 100,000 men in 1933 to 1.4 million men by 1935.
Invisible Unemployment – The Nazis did not count the Untermenschen or many women in 
their unemployment statistics.
Self-sufficiency – Germany was to make everything it needed itself to end the need for trade.
New companies – Volkswagen and Fanta made products the German people wanted.  

Schacht, Hitler’s first economics minister was sacked for not giving fast enough results.  In 1936 
Goering replaced Schacht and created 4 year plans.  These gave strict targets to industry that 
had to met and created huge results.

The DAF replaced all Trade Unions.  Workers thought they had rights, but really the 
government gave them small incentives such as being able to buy a Volkswagen or win sports 
event tickets through the KDF (strength through joy).  The SDA (beauty of labour) was a huge 
propaganda campaign that encouraged workers.Overview Statement: Hitler gained power through a combination of propaganda, terror and economics

Here is the most important knowledge for this topic.  

The Rise of Hitler – Key events

June 1919 – The Treaty of Versailles is signed – Look at your Conflict and Tension Knowledge Organisers for details.
1920 – The Kapp Putsch – The leader of the Freikorps tried to take power in Berlin.  He fails due to workers going on strike.  
Many Freikorps (ex-WWI soldiers) look to a new leader support and join the SA later in the 1920s.
1923 – Hitler had been giving speeches are become the leader of the Nazi Party in Munich.  He saw an opportunity to take over 
the government and tried doing it by force.  The Munich Putsch failed and resulted in Hitler being put in prison, but it gave him 
huge publicity and whilst in prison he wrote his book, Mein Kampf, which became a best seller.
October 1929 – The Wall St. Crash and Great Depression
1930-1933 – A series of Socialist and Centre Party Chancellors fail to deal with the Great Depression.
July 1932 – In the election The Nazis become the largest party in the Reichstag, but the Socialists create deals with the Centre 
Party, preventing Hitler becoming Chancellor.
January 1933 – Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany.  He is the leader of the largest party in the Reichstag, but does not have 
over 50% of the vote.  He now needs to wipe out other political parties.  He arranges another election for March.
February 1933 – The Reichstag Fire.  The German Parliament burns down.  A Communist is found at the scene.  Hitler declares 
the fire to have been a terrorist attack from Communists.  Attacks happen on Communists and Socialists all over the country. 
Hitler asks the President, Hindenburg if he can be given Emergency Powers to deal with the crisis.  2000 Communists are 
arrested and Communists are forbidden from political campaigning.
March 1933 – Hitler uses the SA (his private army) to intimate his opponents.  The Reichstag members meet to approve Hitler’s 
emergency powers.  Every Nazi votes for Hitler.  The Communists were forbidden and most other opposition members 
intimidated by the SA.  The Reichstag gives Hitler Emergency Powers in the Enabling Act.  This means Hitler can now do what he 
wants without the Reichstag’s support.
April 1933 – Nazis take over all local councils.  The Gestapo (Secret Police) are created, the first Concentration Camp opens.
May 1933 – Trade Unions are banned.
July 1933 – All political parties except the Nazis are banned.
August 1934 – The Night of the Long Knives.  Hitler uses the Gestapo to wipe out his private army (the SA).  The leader of the SA 
Ernst Rohm is killed with 400 other people that could rival his power.  Hitler combines the SA with the German Army.  He now 
has total power.



Life in Nazi Germany 1933-1945

Life for Women

There was a return to traditional values.  Women were encouraged to stay at home, have children and look after their husbands.
The main policy was “the 3 Ks” – Kinder (Children), Kuche (Kitchen), Kirche (Church)
Women were given “medals of motherhood” for having children.
Up to a year’s worth of additional wages were given to couples who had more than 3 children.
1.7 million women attended Nazi motherhood training courses.
Between 1933 and 1939 the number of babies being born almost doubled.
With the outbreak of World War Two many women were encouraged to return to work to help Germany produce the goods 
needed for the army.

How did the Nazis keep control?

Himmler led the SS (Shutzstaffel).  They could arrest anyone for any reason and also ran the 
Concentration Camps, Death Camps and Einstazgruppe.  They were feared because they could 
“make people disappear”.  He also ran the Gestapo. This was a huge spy network that would 
report people to the SS and government.  Nobody knew who could be in the Gestapo.

Untermenschen Policy created a lot of fear in the German people.  Nobody wanted to be 
labelled as untermenschen for being an opponent to the Nazis.

The Police and Law Courts were under the control of the Nazis.  New laws meant you could be 
imprisoned for even making a joke about the Nazis.

Goebbels was in charge of Propaganda.  He made sure radios were cheap and used them to 
spread Nazi hate-speech and to spread positive messages about the Nazis.  He controlled all 
newspapers, radios and films and had networks of people who checked all media reported 
positive stories about the Nazis.  He used the Chamber of Culture to create movies such as the 
Eternal Jew, banned Jazz music and encouraged Beethoven and Mozart, banned Weimar art 
such as Otto Dix, burnt 5000 paintings and introduced a new Nazi style of architecture to 
replace Bauhaus.  There were book burnings of any books that the Nazis disagreed with.

The 1936 Olympics were a huge sporting and propaganda success for the Nazis.

Propaganda created the Cult of the Fuhrer.  This showed Hitler as a god-like figure.
What resistance was there to the Nazis?

Martin Niemoller – A Protestant Preacher led the Congressional Church.  He was arrested and 
sent to a Concentration Camp.

The Edelweiss Pirates and Swing Kids – Secret youth organisations that listened to jazz and 
disagreed with he Nazis.  When discovered, Edelweiss Pirates were executed by hanging in 
town squares.

The White Rose Movement – An organisation of University Students that held anti-Nazi 
meetings and spread anti-Nazi messages.  Their leaders Hans and Sophie Scholl were 
beheaded.

The Kreisau Circle and Beck-Goerdeler Group were made up of university lecturers, members 
of the upper class and army generals.  They tried to assassinate Hitler in the failed July Bomb 
Plot 1944.

There were over 50 attempts to kill Hitler.  Hitler killed himself in his bunker in 1945.

Overview Statement: The Nazis had almost total control over people’s lives.  
They used a combination of economics, terror and propaganda.

Here is the most important knowledge for this topic.  You can find out about Economic 
Policy in “The Rise of Hitler” Knowledge Organiser.

Life for the Young

The school system was designed to indoctrinate the young.  History books were rewritten to glorify Germany and the Aryan Race 
(blond hair blue eyes).  Fake Science lessons in Eugenics pointed out that Aryan people were genetically superior to others.
Teachers who did not agree with Nazi values were sacked.  By 1939 3000 University staff had been fired.
Since 1922 the Hitler Youth had encouraged teenage boys to become “ideal Nazis”.  In 1933 Hitler banned all other youth 
groups.  In 1936 it became compulsory for all children to join Nazi organisations from the age of 10-14.
The Little Fellows was an organisation for boys ages 10-14
The Hitler Youth was for teenage boys until the age of 18.
The League of German Maidens was for teenage girls.
These organisations promoted all Nazi values.

Nazi Religious Policy

In 1933 20 million Germans were Catholic and 60 million were Protestant.
The Concordat was signed with the Pope in 1933.  This agreed that the Nazis would respect Catholicism and Catholics would 
respect the Nazis.
In 1937 the Concordat ended.  The Pope criticised the Nazis use of terror and didn’t like that Catholic youth organisations had 
been banned.  Catholic priests often spoke out against the Nazis and were put under house arrest.
The Nazis took direct control of most Protestant churches, with vicars and pastors often wearing Nazi uniforms.  Those who 
refused to follow the Nazis were arrested.  800 Protestant vicars and pastors were arrested.

Nazi Untermenschen (Under People) Policy

The Nazis believed that the Untermenschen polluted German society.  This group included Jews, gay men, disabled people, gypsy 
communities, Eastern Europeans, Communists, Jehovah’s Witnesses and political opponents.  6 million Jews and 5 million other 
groups were killed by the Nazis.  People “disappearing” inspired a lot of fear and control over the German people.

Methods of persecution included Concentration Camps, Death Camps, Ghettos, Einsatzgruppe (mobile killing squads), passing of 
new laws and propaganda and the Euthanasia Project (where disabled people were killed).

1935 – The Nuremburg Laws forbade marriage between Jews and non-Jews.  Jews were fired from all government employment.
1938 – Krystallnacht (the Night of the Broken Glass), there were attacks on Jewish people, buildings and businesses across 
Germany.  10,000 Jewish businesses were attacked.  Jewish children were banned from German schools.
1942 – The Wansee Conference led to the “Final Solution”, where all Jewish people would be murdered as quickly as possible.



Was the Treaty of Versailles Fair?

How were the terms of the Treaty of Versailles decided?

In 1919 the winners of WWI met to decide what to do to the losers.  Germany’s peace treaty is the Treaty of 
Versailles.  The Big 3 winners were France, Britain and USA.  They were joined by Italy.

Clemenceau was the leader of France.  60% of the French male population had been killed or injured by war.  All 
of their industry had been disrupted.  He wanted revenge.  This included German land, industry and 
reparations.  He wanted the Rhineland (Germany’s main industrial area) taken away.

Lloyd George was the leader of Britain.  He wanted to destroy Germany’s navy but to keep Germany strong for 
trade.  The British people disagreed.  Every family knew someone who had died in the war.  The British Public 
chanted “Hang the Kaiser”.  Lloyd George had to please the British people so promised to “squeeze the German 
lemon until the pips squeak”.

Woodrow Wilson was the leader of USA.  He wanted a fair treaty that gave self determination (the right to 
govern themselves) to the people of Eastern Europe but allowed Germany to grow strong again.

Orlando was the leader of Italy.  He wanted to gain anything that he could.

Some terms were already decided before 1919.  In the Armistice of 1918 it had already been agreed that 
Germany would pay reparations and lose some land because Germany had previously done this to France in the 
Franco Prussian War 1871.

Russia had a Communist Revolution in 1917.  All countries were scared of Communism so wanted to create a 
strong Eastern Europe.  This would need to be at the expense of Germany.

WWI had destroyed the German, Austro-Hungarian and Russian empires in Europe.  New countries would 
have to be created in Eastern Europe with their own governments.  Often at the expense of Germany.

Germany’s new Weimar Government was not very stable.  They were not allowed to negotiate the terms.

Terms of the Treaty of Versailles

Land – Keep Germany too weak to start war, create a strong Eastern Europe, reward the “winners” of WWI
• German land was to be given to Poland (Polish Corridor), Czechoslovakia (Sudetenland), Denmark, Belgium, 

Holland and France (Alsace-Lorraine) to create strong countries around Germany.
• Poland would gain the Polish Corridor even though no Polish people lived there to give them access to the sea 

for trade.
• Germany would lose all their colonies to France and Britain.
• Germany were not allowed to unite (Anschluss) with Austria.
• Germany could keep the Rhineland, but were not allowed to put any army there so that they couldn’t threaten 

France (the Rhineland was a Demilitarised Zone).
• France was given control of the Saar coal fields for 15 years.
Military – Keep Germany’s military too weak to start a war.
• The Rhineland was a demilitarised zone.
• 100,000 men, no tanks in the army.  This was not enough to defend Germany.
• 10,000 men, 6 battleships, no submarines in the navy.
• No air force allowed.
Economics – Make Germany pay for rebuilding after WWI
• Germany was to pay the winners £6.6 billion in reparations.  This was to be paid in smaller amounts each year.
• France was given control of the Saar coal fields for 15 years.
Politics – Prevent a powerful or extremist Germany
• Germany had to be a democracy.
• A League of Nations would be created.  Germany could not join.
Guilt – Force Germany to accept blame for WWI.
• Article 232 made Germany accept War Guilt.

What were the reactions to the Treaty?

Germany – The people called the Treaty “The Diktat” (The Dictated Peace).  They hated the Treaty but had no 
choice but to accept it because they had lost the war.  The treaty would go on to create a situation that helped 
lead to the rise of Hitler.

France – Germany was significantly weakened.  But it was not harsh enough for the French people.  
Clemenceau was voted out of power following the treaty as the French people wanted the Rhineland separated 
from Germany and no army at all.

Britain – Britain’s role as the most powerful naval empire was preserved, but the government was concerned 
that the treaty was too harsh.  A famous British political cartoon called “Peace and Future Cannon Fodder” 
predicted another war would break out in 1940 (WWII did break out in 1939).  Keynes, a British economist said 
the Treaty would prevent all countries in Europe from trusting each other and trading.

USA – The Senate never ratified the Treaty.  This means that although Wilson’ signature is on the treaty, it was 
never approved by the government. 

Overview Statement: The Big Three had to create a treaty at a time when self-determination 
was very important for Eastern Europe to prevent the spread of Communism.  Wilson, Lloyd 

George and Clemenceau all had different aims from the treaty.  Overall, France got the most of 
what they wanted, but even they were unhappy with the outcome.

Here is the most important knowledge for this topic.

Was the Treaty of Versailles fair in comparison to other treaties?

Austria – Also lost WWI.  They also had to pay reparations, had military restrictions and lost land, but the 
reparations were not as large.

Hungary – Also lost WWI and had to pay reparations, had military restrictions and lost land.  The amount of land 
they lost was as harsh as Germany’s losses.  The reparations were not as large.

Turkey – Also lost WWI.  The original treaty that they signed was quite harsh, but they renegotiated it and were 
not really punished at all.



Was the League of Nations Doomed in the 1920s?

Overview Statement: The 1920s were full of hope following World War One.  The League had some weaknesses in its structure and membership, but nonetheless was successful in most of its 
actions in the 1920s.  It was especially successful in the work of the Commissions.

This Knowledge Organiser gives you key events and statistics for this topic in chronological 
order to show how events doomed or strengthened the League of Nations.

Year The League was Weak The League was Strong

1917

Wilson joined WWI.  He joined with 14 points that he wanted to be met at the end of the war.  These included 
Freedom of the Seas (no one should own the sea), No secret treaties (countries could not create secret deals) and 
to create the League of Nations (an organisation where countries could meet to discuss their problems).  All 
winners of WWI thought this was a good idea.

1919

The Assembly would make decisions.  They only met once a year, and all countries had to agree for a 
decision to be made.  All 42 countries agreeing was unlikely. The League was created.  42 countries joined immediately, showing support.
The Council would make quick decisions when the Assembly could not.  Britain, France, Italy and Japan
were all on the council and had power of veto.  This meant they could block any actions agreed by the 
League, so the league was biased from the start.

The League could use moral condemnation.  This meant members could isolate aggressive countries from the 
League.  If all 42 countries did this then is was quite a strong way to prevent agression.

Losers of WWI, including Germany could not join the League so their views were not represented.
The League could use economic sanctions.  This means members could refuse to trade with countries who 
refused to be peaceful, forcing them to stop being aggressive.

Russia could not join the league, so their views were not represented. The Covenant of the League was ambitious and supported by 42 countries.

The USA refused to join the League and became isolationist, meaning they did not want to get involved 
in the affairs of other countries.  They also didn't have to follow the League's rules.

The Covenant of the League had four main aims: Prevent war, improve living and working conditions, allow self-
determination for groups of people (this means allow each group their own government), encourage 
disarmament (countries shrinking their armies), uphold the Treaty of Versailles.

The League had no army, so could not force countries to be peaceful. The Permanent Court of Justice created a law court that would settle international crimes.  This still exists today.
The Covenant was too ambitious.  It would be impossible for the League to meet all its aims. Commissions would be created to improve living and working conditions

1920s

There were some failures of the work of the Commissions The work of the Commissions was overall a huge success.
The International Labour Organisation did not manage to prevent children under 14 from working The Health Committee wiped out malaria in Italy.  It still exists today as part of the United Nations.
The Commission for refugees was unable to agree on a way to help Jewish people in Germany in 1933, 
so did nothing. The Commission for Refugees helped 500,000 World War One prisoners of war return to their homelands.

The Slavery Commission freed 200,000 slaves in Sierra Leone.

1920
Poland invaded Vilna.  The League asked Poland to leave but they refused.  The League then did 
nothing. A large war was prevented between Poland and Lithuania in Vilna

1921

A plebiscite (vote) in Upper Silesia found that half of the people living there wanted to be German, the other half 
Polish so the land was split between the countries.  Both Germany and Poland were happy with the solution but a 
special trade deal had to be created to make sure Poland didn't get to keep all the profits of a valuable coal area.

1923

An incident between Greece and Italy led to Italy invading Corfu.  An Italian General had been killed in 
Albania and Italy blamed Greece.  The League found in Italy's favour simply because it was on the 
council.  There was no evidence that Greece had done anything wrong, yet they had to apologise and 
pay reparations.

1925

An incident between Greece and Bulgaria where Greek soldiers were killed led to a Greek invasion of 
Corfu.  The League forced Greece to apologise again and pay reparations, even though they had 
behaved in the same way as the Italians in 1923.

Germany joined the League of Nations following Stresemann’s negotiation of the Locarno Treaty.  Other losers of 
WWI and Communist Russia also joined the League.



Was the League of Nations Doomed in the 1930s?

Overview Statement: The 1930s completely doomed the League.  The key Council members had all betrayed the League by 1935.

This Knowledge Organiser focusses on 3 events to explain how they helped doom the 
League of Nations.

How did the Wall Street Crash and Great Depression doom the League?

In October 1929 the Wall Street Crash led to the Great Depression.  This created unemployment and 
economic problems across the world.

Due to the Wall Street Crash countries became self-interested.  They were more concerned about looking 
after themselves than keeping world peace.

The depression led to the collapse of the silk trade for Japan.  This led to extremism and support for a 
military government.

The depression led to high unemployment in Germany.  This led to an increase in extremism and support 
for the Nazis in elections.

Mussolini (the fascist leader of Italy) had been in power since 1922, but the Great Depression meant he 
felt more confident and that his support grew.

Communist Russia (USSR) did not feel the impact of the depression.  This meant that their power grew.  
Other countries became more afraid of them and they supported Communist Civil Wars in China and 
Spain.

Japan, Italy, Germany and Communist Russia (USSR) went on to become an alliance in World War Two.

How did the Manchurian Incident doom the League?

By 1931 Japan was suffering from the Great Depression.  This led to increased support for the military.  In 
China there was a Civil War between Communists and the Chinese government.  The government was not 
in total control.

In 1931 there was an explosion of the South Manchurian Railway.  This is known as the Mukden Incident.  
This was a main trade route for Japan that went through China.  Japan blamed China and invaded the 
Chinese region of Manchuria, claiming it needed to control it for its own security.  China asked the League 
for help.

The League sent a British man, Lord Lytton to find out what was going on.  He took over a year to report to 
the League.  The Lytton Report said Japan needed to leave China.

Japan refused, and went on to invade larger parts of Eastern China.  Japan then left the League of 
Nations.  Japan had been on the council and was a powerful country.  This was a major blow to the 
League, one of its key members had acted aggressively, created a war and then left the League.  It inspired 
the actions of Mussolini and Hitler.  It is still unclear whether it was Japan, the Chinese government or a 
Chinese warlord that was responsible for the explosion on the railway in Mukden.

How did Abyssinia doom the League?

Mussolini was the fascist leader of Italy.  This means he held similar views to the Nazis in Germany.  He had been in 
power since 1922 and had been looking for an opportunity to expand his empire.  When the League did nothing to 
Japan in Manchuria, and was preoccupied with finding a solution he took his opportunity.

In 1934 Italian soldiers were killed in a conflict at Wal Wal Oasis in Abyssinia (modern day Ethiopia).  Italy already 
owned parts of Africa (Eritrea and Somaliland) that bordered Abyssinia and wanted to expand.  They used this clash as 
an excuse to invade Abyssinia.

In 1935 Italy invaded Abyssinia.  Haile Selassie (the leader of Abyssinia) asked the League for help.  The League 
condemned Mussolini’s actions and introduced trade sanctions to stop Mussolini fighting.  However, Britain and 
France wanted to continue trading in coal and steel (due to the depression) and the USA continued to trade freely 
with Italy.  This meant the sanctions were ineffective.  Britain and France also refused to close the Suez Canal, a trade 
route that they owned that Mussolini needed to get his supplies to Abyssinia.

Two politicians, Hoare (from Britain) and Laval (from France) met secretly with Mussolini and agreed that he could 
take over two thirds of Abyssinia.  This secret agreement was called the Hoare-Laval Pact and went against the 
League, and was leaked to the world’s media.  This totally discredited the League, as by 1935 all four of the main 
council members had betrayed them, Japan in Manchuria, and Britain, Italy and France in Abyssinia.

Haile Selassie then went to speak with the Assembly of the League.  He gave a very convincing speech, highlighting the 
biased nature of the council.  From 1936 the League was left ineffective.



The Outbreak of World War Two

Overview Statement: Chamberlain and Daldier underestimated Hitler.  As Hitler gained more and more land without being challenged he became more confident.

This Knowledge Organiser focusses on the events that led to WWII

What background information do I need to know?

Hitler was not seen as an enemy at first by Britain and France.  Most countries believed any future war 
would be against Communist Russia (USSR/Soviet Union).  Therefore countries were looking for allies 
against Communism.

Hitler wanted to destroy Communism.  This made him popular.
Hitler wanted to destroy the Treaty of Versailles.  Britain thought the Treaty had been too harsh.
Hitler wanted to create a Greater Germany.  This meant he wanted to regain land lost at the Treaty of 
Versailles where Germans still lived.  Self-determination (the right to people to govern themselves) 
meant this was a reasonable request.
Hitler wanted to create Lebensraum.  This meant expanding into land that Germans did not live on 
the East of Germany.  Britain and France did not like this aim.  Lebensraum means “Living Space” for 
he German people.

All countries were suffering from the Great Depression.  They were more interested in their own 
affairs than what Hitler was doing.

Hitler had seen both Italy and Japan invade other countries and “get away with it”.  This gave Hitler 
confidence.

When Hitler came into power he immediately started to rebuild his military.  Britain and France were 
not rebuilding their military to the same extent, meaning they did not think they could win a war 
against Hitler.

The British and French public were very anti-war.  World War One had been the most deadly war in 
History, this meant that governments were willing to do whatever they could to prevent war.

All governments underestimated Hitler and mistakenly trusted him.

It was believed that because Hitler was a Nazi that he would never create an alliance with Stalin (The 
Communist leader of Russia).

All of these points meant that Britain and France were willing to appease Hitler.  This meant that they 
would allow him to do what he liked if it would prevent them going to war.  Historians still debate 
today whether the policy of Appeasement was a mistake.

The British leader (Neville Chamberlain) and French leader (Daldier) both supported Appeasement.

What happened?

1933 – Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany.
1933 – The League of Nations Disarmament Conference.  France refused to disarm any further, giving Hitler an excuse to 
rearm.  No country tried to prevent Hitler rearming.  Hitler’s rearming broke the Treaty of Versailles.
1934 – The Dolfuss Affair.  Austria fell into economic crisis and rioting.  The leader, Dolfuss was killed.  Hitler volunteers to 
march him army into Austria to restore order.  Mussolini stops Hitler from doing this, as he did not want Germany to 
overtake Austria.  This is also known as “Failed Anschluss”.
1935 – 90% of people in the Saar vote to rejoin Germany from France.  This is a huge success for Hitler.
1935 – Britain, France and Italy create the Stresa Front.  This is an agreement to prevent Germany expanding.
1935 – Britain signs an agreement allowing Germany to build a navy a third the size of the British navy, breaking the Treaty 
of Versailles with the Anglo: German Naval Agreement and contradicting the Stresa Front agreement.
1936 – Hitler remilitarises the Rhineland.  Britain and France did nothing.  Hitler later famously wrote that he would have 
“withdrawn in disgrace if one French soldier had tried to stop” him.  This is a huge propaganda success for Hitler.  France 
signed an agreement with Stalin (Communist Russia) to stop Hitler from becoming a threat.  This agreement was never 
stuck to.
1936 – The Rome: Berlin Axis.  Mussolini and Hitler agreed to work together.
1937 – Hitler intervenes in the Spanish Civil War, bombing the city of Guernica, leading countries to believe he has a very 
powerful air force and will fight against Communism.
March 1938 – Anschluss with Austria.  Schussnig (the Austrian leader) had created a deal in 1934 to have leading Nazis in 
his government.  In 1938 the Austrian Nazis started a riot in Vienna which spread through Austria.  Hitler marched his 
troops into Austria to “keep order”.  Once there he holds a rigged vote, where 99% of Austrians vote to join Germany.  
Hitler then united Austria and Germany.  No country tried to stop him as Austrians were German speaking people.  The 
world’s media reported only on Austrians celebrating becoming part of Germany.
September 1938 – Sudeten Crisis.  Hitler asked Britain and France if he could take over Sudetenland (this was land that 
had been lost to Czechoslovakia as part of the Treaty of Versailles).  Britain and France agree, as long as a vote is held.  
Hitler then asks if he can take over the whole of Czechoslovakia.  Britain and France realise Hitler is gaining too much 
power and confidence and forbay this.  Britain and France then start preparing for war.  Hitler then calls a meeting in 
Munich, where Britain, France and Italy all agree he can overtake Sudetenland without holding a vote.  Stalin was not 
invited to the Munich Conference.  This agreement is called the Munich Agreement.  Chamberlain returned to Britain 
stating he had prevented war and crated “Peace in Our Time”.  Hitler then invades the Sudetenland.
March 1939 – Following land grabs from Hungary and Poland, the government of Czechoslovakia collapses.  Hitler invades 
the whole of Czechoslovakia, breaking the Munich Agreement.  Britain and France warn him to go no further.
1939 – Stalin and Hitler meet.  Stalin believes that Britain and France have allowed Hitler to move his troops into 
Czechoslovakia to threaten the Soviet Union.  They sign the Nazi:Soviet Pact, an agreement to divide Poland between 
themselves so that they will not have a war with each other.
September 1939 – Germany and the USSR invade Poland.  Britain and France declare war.


