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Key Dates

Monday 10th Jan 2022: 

Tuesday 25th Jan 2022: 
 

Monday 21st Feb-4th Mar 2022:  

Monday 21st-25th Mar 2022:        
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GCSE Taster Sessions in Option Subjects 
 
 

Year 9 Options Information Assembly 
Delivery of KS4 Prospectus

Virtual Year 9 Options Information Evening 
 

Academy Interviews with Staff (Microsoft Teams)
 
 

Academy Leader Follow-up Interviews   
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In September 2022 your child will start a 2 year course of study leading to their Secondary
School examinations. This booklet has been designed as a guide to your child’s Option Choices
and to provide you with valuable information about the courses your child will study.  

Your child will be required to take a number of compulsory core subjects in years 10 and 11.
These are clearly indicated in this booklet. These ensure that your child has the appropriate
balance of subjects and will provide your child with the broadest range of options available to
them when they leave Stratford School Academy at the end of year 11. We have provided your
child with a diverse curriculum choice, catering for all possible levels of attainment so that all
pupils will be able to achieve their full potential. 

Between the 10th January and 21st January your child will be guided by subject teachers in
lesson time, having the opportunity to experience a GCSE-style lesson in that subject. Following
this, from Monday 21st February you and your child will be invited to attend a meeting with a
member of staff to discuss your child’s option choices. In this meeting the member of staff will
listen to you and your child and guide you towards the appropriate choice. Your child’s previous
achievements, successes and interests will guide us in these interviews.

Your child’s choices will be guided by the member of staff they are meeting, taking into
consideration your child’s prior attainment (SATs performance), current predicted grades, post-
16 progression plans, career aspirations and current attitude to learning. Where your child is
expected to perform well in EBacc subjects, conversations will focus on the best combination of
these subjects for your child.

Our virtual Options Information Evening is available on our website where we explain the
process, Attainment 8, our core curriculum and answer the frequently asked questions. 
This booklet provides an overview of what is covered in each subject, the format of how the
course will be examined and progression into careers or further study. The layout of the
booklet has been structured in such a way as to provide answers to questions that would
normally be put to subject teachers or Heads of Departments. 

If your child has a level of fluency in another language, it is extremely important that you
include this in the option choice conversation. Taking a GCSE in a community language will not
take up one of your child’s choices but will enable them to achieve an additional GCSE. 

Please note that in some cases it may not be possible to provide an option if numbers for that
class are too small or the combination of selected choices do not work. Therefore, we ask that
all pupils make a reserve choice in addition to their options. 

Once again, we appreciate your ongoing support in your child’s education. 

Introduction to parents

Introduction to parents

Mr P. Kean
Assistant Headteacher
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Discuss your choices with your parents.
Do you know what you want to do when you leave school?
What qualifications and what subjects will you need for this?
What kind of things do you enjoy?
What are your special interests?
What subjects are you good at? Your Tutor will help you with this.
Talk to your teachers about what you’re good at.
Talk to your Tutor and your teachers about their subjects.
Talk to older students about their option choices (during registration).
Talk to a careers adviser or use a careers advice computer program.

During the next few weeks, you will have to make important decisions about which subjects to
study when you start Year 10. These decisions will affect your future. We don’t expect you to
know exactly what you want to do for the rest of your life, but we do expect you to spend some
time thinking carefully about the subjects you want to study in year 10. 

What happens next?

During the option subject lessons, your teachers will be clarifying what their subject involves if
selected as an option at Key Stage 4. Your Form Tutors will also discuss your strengths and how
to make good choices. 

Here are some useful questions or activities to help you prepare: 

You will meet with a member of staff who will listen to your thoughts and opinions and guide
you towards the correct choice for you.  

Whatever you choose it should fit into your ideas about what you want to do in the future and
not what your friends want to do.

It is very difficult to change your options once you have started them in September as you will
have to complete the 2-year course in a shorter time and catch up on the content you have
missed, and the alternative subject courses are also likely to be full. Therefore, you must make
sure you choose the subjects which are best for you and not because your best friend is taking
them. 

Discuss your choices with as many people as possible. To make sure you have made a good
choice, you and your parents may also book an interview with your Form Tutor.

Introduction to students

Introduction to students
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All students will complete the Core Curriculum which consists of:

Curriculum Outline

Curriculum Outline
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Qualification Type

GCSE

GCSE

Subject

English Language

English Literature

All students will complete three subjects from the list below:

The vast majority of pupils at Stratford School Academy must complete at least one grey subject alongside two
other purple, grey or blue subjects. Only students approached by the EAL or SEND teams are eligible for the orange
subjects.   

Students will choose up to five subjects and put them in a rank order from 1 to 5. The three most appropriate
subjects will be selected. Some students will have subjects predetermined based on their Prior Attainment (how they
did in the Y6 SATs) and predicted grades. Our top 100 High Prior Attaining students will complete French and History
or Geography alongside an option of their choice – see EBacc section for details. 

At the end of GCSEs each student will be given an Attainment 8 Score. This is an average of 8 GCSEs, with English and
Maths counting twice (double weighted). All Subjects are split over three pillars, or buckets:

Bucket 1: Mathematics and English Language or English Literature
Bucket 2: Two best Sciences (incl. Computer Science) and History or Geography or French
Bucket 3: Three best subjects that are unused in Bucket 1 or Bucket 2. 

GCSE

GCSE

Mathematics

Statistics (Maths Set 1 only)

GCSE

GCSE

Combined Science

Religious Studies

Physical Education (non-examined)

Qualification Type

GCSE

GCSE

Subject

French

Separate Science (Triple Science)

GCSE

GCSE

History

Geography

GCSE

GCSE

Computer Science

Art and Design

Digital Information TecnologyBTEC

GCSE

GCSE

Design and Technology

Drama

GCSE

GCSE

Food Preparation and Nutrition

Music

BTEC

iGCSE

Sport and Fitness

English as an Additional Language

Study Skills (non-examined)
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provide a member of staff to assist in choosing options – for some options subjects, such as
Computer Science, prior attainment will be considered. For example, any pupil wishing to take
Computer Science must have strong attainment in Maths. 
offer an insight into the options subjects at Key Stage 4 during lesson time with subject specialist
teachers
host follow-up meetings as required to ensure all pupils are making the correct choice

All pupils will select a grey subject (labelled 1) unless they have been approached about selecting
iGCSE English as an Additional Language. 
All pupils will then select four more choices and label these 2, 3, 4 and 5 based on their preference for
the subject. These subjects can be purple, grey or blue.
Our top High Prior Attaining students will all complete GCSE French and therefore this will be labelled
as 2. They will then label any remaining subjects with 3, 4 and 5.  
All the information will then be processed by our computer programme which will try hundreds of
thousands of combinations to attempt to allocate all pupils their choices. 
Any pupil that cannot be allocated their choices will be spoken to by an Academy Leader to select the
best set of GCSEs that is available. We expect this to be very-few pupils but will be determined on the
number of pupils selecting particular subject and the number of classes available.  If too-few students
select a subject, it may not run.

Consider what you want to do after Year 11.
Consider which subjects you have enjoyed most throughout Key Stage 3. 
If you wish to take a particular subject from the options list for further study, make sure this subject is
listed as your highest preference.

Stratford School Academy will:

How the options will be allocated

Advice on what to put as your choices

EBACC and Facilitating Subjects

Although Stratford School Academy offers a broad spectrum of choice, we do address the current trends
and expectations in education. The attainment of the English Baccalaureate is a positive achievement for
pupils and we believe all pupils should be enabled to achieve it. 

What is the English Baccalaureate?
The English Baccalaureate was introduced as a performance measure in the 2010 performance tables. It
is not a qualification in itself. Those students looking to apply to the top-performing colleges and looking
to progress to University should attempt to complete the EBacc. The measure recognises pupils securing
Grade 5 or better across:

English – Mathematics – History or Geography – Two Sciences – Modern Foreign Language

How does this fit into the options process as Stratford School Academy?

Every child can select the EBacc subjects should they wish to. All High Prior Attaining students (those that
did well in the Year 6 SATs) will complete the EBacc and therefore have French as a pre-selected option.
These students will also select between History and Geography before selecting from the remaining
subjects. 

The Options Process

The Options Process
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provides good quality careers advice;
provides personal advice and guidance which is in the best interests of all students;
motivates students to achieve good grades and consider the all careers options available to them;
provide opportunities to work with employers, local colleges and others;
provides opportunities to have real-life contact with the world of work;
develops employability skills including skills for self-employment;
supports equality and inclusion;
helps students to see career development as a life-long process;
develop students’ skills and knowledge of careers including career management skills and knowledge of the local
labour market (LMI);
ensures students are aware of the full range of routes available at each stage in their lives;
provides opportunities for contact with employees, employers, colleges and universities and experience of
workplaces;
is contained within all subjects across the curriculum
the below careers map sets out the careers programme for Stratford School Academy across all year groups.

At Stratford School Academy we aim to make sure that all our students have excellent advice on career
opportunities and the different options accessible to students after Year 11. We want all students to
progress onto courses or employment when they leave school. It is very important to us to know that
when all students leave school, they are doing courses or working in employment that suits their skills
and fulfils their goals. 

As part of the options process you should be researching careers and looking at labour market
information related to specific careers. If there is a career or industry you want to get into, you should be
thinking about which options are best suited to that career or industry. Look out for all the career
progression information around the school buildings and in your lessons. 
 
We support and guide all students in making good decisions by providing access to information and
guidance about the range of careers options that are most likely to help students to achieve their goals.
We believe that giving students the best careers education and guidance is key to helping them to
achieve and be successful in life beyond school.

All students are entitled to a CEIAG programme that:

The more-distant future: University and employment
Whilst it does feel like a lifetime away at the moment, it is important you consider the more-distant
future when you are selecting your GCSEs. 

www.informedchoices.ac.uk - an excellent website which will help you to see which will show you the
most-common entry requirements into some of the top Universities. 
www.parentalguidance.org.uk - another fantastic website which will help you do the same for a lot of
different pathways beyond compulsory education as well as beyond Year 11. 

Mr E. Bland
Careers Lead
e.bland@stratfordschoolacademy.org
Have a query? Email Mr Bland for support.

Careers Education, Information,
Advice and Guidance

CEIAG

7

https://www.informedchoices.ac.uk/
https://www.parentalguidance.org.uk/
mailto:e.bland@stratfordschoolacademy.org


KS4    2021-22

will help you keep your options open in the future
you know you can do well in
reflect your interests and personal qualities

you like the teacher that teaches you in Year 9, or the teacher that is teaching Year 10 at the moment – there is no guarantee
they will be teaching you
your friends are choosing them – the only person you need to focus on is you, these courses will only impact one person’s
future; yours
you think it sounds easy – every course in this prospectus will be challenging and will require you to work hard and go above
and beyond

what you want to do after Stratford School Academy – are there particular GCSE courses needed for your chosen pathway?
there are many subjects at A-Level that can be taken without completing the GCSE in that subject – so don’t feel like you need to
narrow down; having a wide range of subjects is something that a lot of post-16 providers will be looking for

speak to as many people as possible – parents and carers, teachers, tutors, siblings and current Year 10 and 11s
think about what you want your next two years at Stratford School Academy to be
think about your future – it’s OK not to have solid plan yet, but start to think about the direction you want to move in

Choose courses that:

Don’t choose courses because:

 Keep in mind:

Make sure you:

Submitting Your Option Choices

You will submit your choices in a meeting with an Academy Leader and a parent or carer. The Academy Leader is there to consider
you views, look at your current and prior academic performance and explain the content and delivery of the courses before guiding
you towards your Key Stage 4 choices. There is no paper options choice form this year, once you have had your meeting, your
choices are submitted into the computer system. 

How to make the appropriate
choice

How to make the appropriate choice
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Spoken Language Endorsement: Non-examined
assessment - Pass, Merit, Distinction

You will speak on a topic of your choice and
respond to questions to receive your mark

Progress Routes and Careers

An English Language and Literature GCSE opens
the door to a plethora of opportunities. You can
use your GCSE to further explore Literature and
Language by studying it at A Level. Here, you will
be introduced to literary theory and have an
insight into the historical and political influences
that empower texts. Your studies in English will
also give you the ability to use language with
competence and confidence; these are skills you
will need in any work place environment. Your
GCSE will help you articulate your perspective of
the world around you and provide you with a
platform where you can enhance your own
opinions to ensure you are ready for your future. 

English Language Paper 1: Explorations in
creative reading and writing 50% of final grade

English Language Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints
and Perspectives 50% of final grade

English Literature Paper 1: Shakespeare and
the 19th Century novel 40% of final grade 

English Literature Paper 2: Modern texts and
poetry 60% of final grade 

What you will learn

At KS3, you have explored a wide range of texts
that challenged your reading and writing skills.
Now at KS4, you will develop and enhance these
skills by divulging into how thematic ideas are
presented in selected novels, plays and poetry.
You will further develop your skills in writing to
describe and writing to persuade by looking at
how to use language effectively and write in a
range of formats. For English Literature, you will
examine how characters and themes are
presented in a selected text whilst making
connections to the writers’ intention. You will be
invited to attend Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre for
workshops to explore some of his most popular
plays and question how and why they are still
relevant today. 

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the GCSE course is split into the
following four exams:

Responding analytically on language and structure
and writing to describe 

Creating analytical responses on language and
structure by comparing two non-fiction texts and
writing to argue/ persuade

Reading a Shakespeare play and a 19th Century
novel to explore the characters, plot and themes
presented in given extracts.

Reading the Love and Relationships Anthology and
a modern text to explore ideas, feelings and
themes.

English Language and Literature
Exam Board: AQA

Core Subjects

9
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What you will learn

Mathematics encompasses tools and skills to help
you solve problems and communicate across all
school subjects, in future study and in life. 

You will be expected to be capable of performing
mathematical operations on paper, mentally and
by using a calculator. A key aspect of mathematics
is developing resilience when problem solving and
meeting new ideas. 

You will be assessed on five content areas:        
   

       

                      

How you will be assessed

The assessment is split into three equally weighted
written examination papers.

2 Calculator Papers
1 Non-calculator Paper

Each paper is 90 minutes long and worth 80 marks
each. 
 
Assessment Objectives

AO1: Use and apply standard techniques
AO2: Reason, interpret and communicate
mathematically
AO3: Solve problems within mathematics and
other context

There is now greater emphasis on problem
solving, communication, proof and interpretation.
This introduction will allow you to develop
mathematical fluency and apply mathematics in
real life. 

Accountant
Software Developer
Investment Analyst
Statistician
Astronomer
Doctor

Progress Routes and Careers

Mathematics is used in many fields, including
natural science, engineering, medicine, and the
social sciences such as economics.

As a fluent mathematician, you will be able to
confidently apply your mathematical knowledge to
a variety of problems; whether it be in the
workplace, business and finance or personal
decision-making.  

Examples of careers within mathematics include: 

Content Area

Number

Algebra

Ratio, proportion, rates of change

Geometry

Probability & Statistics

F

25%

20%

25%

15%

15%

H

15%

30%

20%

20%

15%

Mathematics
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

Core Subjects

10
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Paper 1: Biology 1

Paper 2: Biology 2

Paper 3: Chemistry 1

Paper 4: Chemistry 2

Paper 5: Physics 1

Paper 6: Physics 2

What you will learn

In years 7, 8 and 9, you will investigate a range of
scientific ideas in biology, chemistry and physics.
Studying science in years 10 and 11 will help you
develop a curiosity about the natural world and
give you an insight into how science works and
how that enables you to appreciate its relevance in
everyday life. You will develop the ability to
evaluate claims based on science through critical
analysis of the methodology, evidence and
conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the GCSE course will consist of
six externally examined papers.

Written exam: 1 hour and 10 minutes
60 marks
 

Written exam: 1 hour and 10 minutes
60 marks
 

Written exam: 1 hour and 10 minutes
60 marks
 

Written exam: 1 hour and 10 minutes
60 marks
 

Written exam: 1 hour and 10 minutes
60 marks

Written exam: 1 hour and 10 minutes
60 marks

Combined Science
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

Core Subjects

11

Progress Routes and Careers

All science courses are both highly respected by
both further education establishments and
employers alike. Whether you go on to study in
Sixth form, College or do an apprenticeship, GCSEs
in Combined Science will allow you to go on to
study a range of courses, from nursing to Sport
and exercise science as well as the traditional A-
Level courses. Skills in scientific methodology are
transferable to other disciplines outside of science
like administration or financial management. 
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Christian Beliefs
Living the Christian Life
Marriage and Family
Matters of Life and Death 

Muslim Beliefs
Living the Muslim Life
Crime and Punishment
Peace and Conflict

What you will learn

In KS3 RE, students learn substantial knowledge
which focuses on religion and human experience
that seeks to understand beliefs, teaching,
sources, practices and forms of expression.
Students are taught to apply this knowledge
through a theological, philosophical and social
science approach. The RE curriculum encourages
students to make links between their learning and
their own personal experiences, and inspires them
to be sensitive to a range of human responses that
might differ from their own.

In the two year RE GCSE course, students will build
on this by exploring an in depth study of
Christianity as a religion within the UK and
throughout the world, alongside its beliefs and
teachings on life with a focus on families and
matters of life and death. Students will also
develop their knowledge of Islam through an in
depth study of Islam as a religion within the UK
and throughout the world, and its beliefs and
teachings on life with a focus on crime and
punishment and peace and conflict.

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the course is split into the
following two units:

Unit 1 – Christianity: Religion and Ethics
Areas of study:

Unit 2 – Islam: Religion, Peace and Conflict
Areas of study:

Religious Studies
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

Core Subjects

Progress Routes and Careers

Religious Studies often prepares students for
careers in Law, Politics, Criminology, as well as
many other professions. Students who do well in
Religious Studies often study Philosophy and
Ethics at A-Level, as well as Law, and Government
and Politics. 

The skill of critical thinking and enquiry can benefit
a student when applying for universities and
apprenticeships, should they be given tasks in
interviews that require them to weigh up the pros
and cons of a situation, or decide on a moral or
ethical issue.

12
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Listening Exam

Reading Exam

Writing Exam

Speaking Exam

What you will learn

Continuing with the five topics from Years 7, 8 and
9, you will develop a greater understanding of the 
 language and explore important global topics,
such as: homelessness, poverty, the environment,
relationships, culture, travel aspirations and career
pathways. You will engage with French spoken in
many countries, discover and compare different
cultures, traditions and lives of people from the
Francophone world. By the end of the two-year
course, you will be equipped with the knowledge
to communicate in a variety of contexts with
confidence.

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the French GCSE course is split
into the following four components:

A listening comprehension exam with questions to
be answered in French and English. 

A reading comprehension exam with questions to
be answered in French and English.

A written assessment in French.
 

An oral exam lasting 5-10 minutes with 12 minutes
preparation time. 

French
Exam Board: AQA

Option Subjects

13

Progress Routes and Careers

Language learning develops our brains in a way
that very few other subjects can match.
Understanding of written and spoken material,
critical thinking, associations, recalling, choice
making, quick responses to stimuli, cultural
understanding and empathy are skills that you will
develop. These skills will be critical to ensure high
achievement at A Level and in further education.
The ability to speak a second or third language is
important to be competitive in the job market. 

Topic

Topic 1: Identity

Topic 2: Home, town and
region

Topic 3: Free-time activities

Topic 4: Studies and future
plans

Topic 5: Travel, culture and
celebrations

Theme

Theme 1: Identity and Culture

Theme 2: Local, national,
international and global areas of
interest

Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national,
international and global areas of
interest

Theme 3: Current and future
study and employment

Theme 1: Identity and culture
Theme 2: Local, national,
international and global areas of
interest
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Biology 

What you will learn

The study of biology is the study of all life. GCSE
biology will help you understand everything from
the human body to the natural world. Topics
taught in year 10 include: Key concepts in biology,
Cells and control, Genetics, Natural selection and
genetic modification and Health, disease and the
development of medicines. Topics in year 11
include: Plants structures and their functions,
Animal coordination, control and homeostasis,
Exchange and transport in animals and
Ecosystems and material cycles.

Chemistry

What you will learn

GCSE chemistry provides the foundation for
understanding the material world. Topics taught in
year 10 include: Key Concepts, States of matter
and mixtures, Chemical changes, Extracting metals
and equilibria. In year 11 you will learn about
Groups in the periodic table, Rates of reaction and
Fuels and Earth science. 

Physics

What you will learn

GCSE Physics provides the foundation for
understanding the universe. Topics taught in year
10 include: Forces, Energy, Waves, Light and the
Electromagnetic Spectrum, Radioactivity and
Astronomy. In year 11 you will learn about
Electricity, Magnetism, Particle Model, Forces and
Matter. 

How you will be assessed

The assessment is similar to the assessment of
Combined Science, however, the time allocated is
longer to account for the additional content
examined.

Separate Sciences 
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

Option Subjects

Progress Routes and Careers

All science courses are both highly respected by
both further education establishments and
employers alike. Whether you go on to study in
Sixth form, College or do an apprenticeship, GCSEs
in Separate Sciences will allow you to go on to
study a range of courses, from Nursing to Sports
Science, Robotics to Nuclear Engineering, and
Forensics to Pyrotechnics as well as the traditional
A-Level courses. Skills in scientific methodology are
transferable to other disciplines outside of science
like administration or financial management.

14



KS4    2021-22

Progress Routes and Careers

This qualification would stimulate interest and
engagement with technology and technology-
related careers. It can be a good preparation for
study (Advanced level Computer Science course
and level 3 Computer Science related vocational
courses) and employment in Computer Science,
Software Engineering, and Software testing,
Networking, Data Mining and Computer System
Analyst and many types of tech-support support
positions. 

In addition, in any career path, whether University
is part of your plan or not, you will need to
understand the fundamental principles of
Computer Science as its applications are virtually
everywhere. Being comfortable, with technology
and in particular Computer Science will give you
skills, ability and confidence needed to succeed in
the technology orientated work place.   

Component 01: Computer systems

Component 02: Computational thinking,
algorithms and programming

What you will learn

You will already have some knowledge of
computers and related areas from years 7, 8 and
9. However, this course will give you an in-depth
understanding of how computer technology works
and a look at what goes on “behind the scenes”.
You will learn about both hardware and software
that makes up a computer system. Students will
also learn about Algorithms and be able to apply
algorithms to solve practical real world problems.
The implementation of algorithms will be in text
based programming language like Python.

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the GCSE course is split into the
following two components:

Introduces students to the central processing unit
(CPU), computer memory and storage, wired and
wireless networks, network topologies, system
security and system software. It also looks at
ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns
associated with computer science.

 
Students apply knowledge and understanding
gained in Component 01. They develop skills and
understanding in computational thinking,
including: algorithms, programming techniques,
producing robust programs, computational logic,
translators and data representation. 

Computer Science
Exam Board: OCR

Option Subjects

15
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Paper 1 – Living with the physical environment
35% of final grade 

Paper 2 – Challenges in the human
environment 35% of final grade

Paper 3 – Geographical application 30% of final
grade 

What you will learn

Throughout Year 10 and Year 11 you will learn
about the human and physical processes that
shape our world, this will build on the knowledge
you have already learnt in year 7, 8 and 9. We will
be learning about the physical geography topics of
tectonic and atmospheric hazards, rivers and
coasts as well as ecosystems and global biomes.
We will also learn about issues surrounding the
world’s urban areas, why the world is becoming
increasingly urbanised, the challenge of providing
resources to the worlds growing population as well
as the issues surrounding global wealth and
development. We will also have the opportunity to
carry out two field studies in year 10. One of these
will be based in an urban area and the other in a
coastal area. 

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the GCSE course is split into the
following three components:

The challenge of natural hazards, The living world,
Physical landscapes in the UK, Skills
 

Urban issues and challenges, The changing
economic world, The challenge of resource
management, Skills

 Issue evaluation, Fieldwork, Geographical skills

Geography
Exam Board: AQA

Option Subjects

Progress Routes and Careers

Having completed GCSE Geography you could go
on to study it at A level and then at university. The
20 top universities in the country have identified
Geography as a preferred subject and like to see
candidates that have gained Geography GCSE. In
Geography you lean a wide range of skills, as a
result, Geography keeps your options open. The
subject leads on a wide range of humanities and
science courses at college and university and has
strong links to a wide and growing range of jobs. 
 Some examples include: working with
development or aid agencies, environmental work,
using Geographical Information Systems, working
for the census office and in tourism and
recreation.

16
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Paper One: Two hours long – 50% of the final
grade

Paper Two: Two hours long – 50% of the final
grade

What you will learn

In Year 10 you will learn about the development of
healthcare from 1000AD to the present day. You
will find out about how and why scientific ideas
and knowledge have developed over time and the
impact of new discoveries. This is followed by an
in-depth study into Elizabethan England where you
study the gossip, power games and social changes
that took place under Elizabeth I. 

Towards the end of Year 10 and into Year 11 you
will complete a in-depth study on Germany from
the late 19th Century until 1945, examining the
consequences of World War One on Germany,
Hitler’s rise to power, and life in Nazi Germany. 

Your final unit will examine international relations,
looking at politics in Europe and the world
between 1918 and 1939. This includes the causes
of World War Two and the growth in the power of
dictatorships. We are planning to take History
GCSE students on several educational visits to
enhance their learning. The work that you have
completed in Years 7, 8 and 9 has been designed
to help you be successful at GCSE and beyond!

How you will be assessed

History is assessed in a series of exam papers at
the end of Year 11. All papers include source
based writing and essay writing:

This will examine the German Depth Study and
Inter-war International Relations.
 

This will examine Britain: Health and the People
and Elizabethan England.

History
Exam Board: AQA

Option Subjects

17

Progress Routes and Careers

History is seen as an incredibly high value subject
by both universities and employers. It is on a list of
“preferred subjects” at A-Level for the top 20
universities in Britain.

History, alongside good grades in Maths, English
and Science opens up all of the Humanities
subjects at A-Level. These include History, Classics,
Economics, Sociology and Government and Politics
alongside many others. This is because History
teaches you a lot of the analytical and extended
writing skills that are required of many A-Level
courses.

Many people who work in law, politics, research,
the government and journalism have History
degrees and have studied History throughout their
education. By picking History, you will not be
limiting your future options as most careers will
remain open to you because of the transferrable
knowledge and skills that you will gain – everything
from working in creative industries such as
advertising to working as an historian.
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Unit 1: Personal Portfolio 60% of final grade 

Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment 40% of final
grade 

What you will learn

Art and Design is a both a broad and varied
course, which gives all students the opportunity to
develop their independence, individuality and
creativity. Students will build upon the technical
skills achieved in Year 7, 8 & 9 and produce a body
of work under a given theme:

Year 10: Organic Structures
Year 11: Expression and Identity

You will be introduced to suitable traditional and
contemporary artists to support you in developing
your own ideas. You will learn how to refine your
own ideas under the theme of the project through
a range of different media, including: 

drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture,
ceramics, photography and digital art. 

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the GCSE course is split into the
following components:

Students work on two projects: Organic
Architecture and Identity and Expression. 

Each project consists of an A3 sketchbook and a
final piece. Their PPE Exam is around the
completion of a final piece for Identity and
Expression.
 

Students are given a 20-hour preparatory period
to explore a theme set by the exam board and
then complete a final piece in a 10 hour exam. 

Art and Design
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

Option Subjects

Progress Routes and Careers

Choosing Art and Design will help you develop
your imagination, creativity and observational
skills. It will also develop your independence,
problem solving and analytical skills. There are
many jobs where these skills are invaluable not
just within the creative industries.

If you choose to study Art and Design at A-level or
equivalent then there are a vast array of career
opportunities within the creative industries. 

Industry roles include: 

Graphic Designer, Architect, Animator, Art
historian, Curator, Illustrator, Theatre Designer,
Games Designer, Film Maker, Fashion Designer,
Photographer, Interior Designer, Product Designer,
Sculptor/Painter, Art Therapist, Textiles Designer,
and Advertising.

18
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Component 1: Internally assessed assignment
30% of final grade

Component 2: Internally assessed assignment
30% of final grade

Component 3: Written examination 40% of final
grade 

What you will learn

Students will learn a strong mix of creative design
and technical knowledge. Students will explore the
creativity of the User Interface design element of
digital applications and the opportunity to work
towards a realistic work scenario including project
planning and management. Students will also
learn about Cloud storage and cyber security
aspects of various online platforms for example
Instagram and Facebook to make the content
interesting and relatable to students. The course
also provides opportunities to work with Data, for
example students will collect, present and
Interpret Data for a given organisation, in order to
make (data driven) informed decisions  

The course is made up of three components. The
first two components are internally assessed
(project based) and the third component is
externally assessed (examination). 

This allows you to grow in confidence and then put
into practice what you have learned. The
assessment structure is also designed so that
students can build on what they learn, and
develop their skills, as they move through the
course.

How you will be assessed

Exploring User Interface Design Principles and
Project Planning Techniques.

 Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data 

 Effective Digital Working Practices

BTEC Digital Information Technology
Exam Board: Edexcel

Option Subjects
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Progress Routes and Careers

The qualifications give learners the opportunity to
build skills that show an aptitude for further
learning, both in the Digital Information
Technology sector and more widely in other areas
including further education. You can pursue a
career in IT if you want to gain a broad taste of
digital skills. There is no limit to progression
options as the skills acquired are applicable to a
range of post-16 study options such as BTEC Level
3 Nationals or A Levels.

Taking DIT course would suit students looking for
a career in app design, web design, video game
design, digital advertising, and more. The technical
skills gained in this course will give an edge to
students going into creative careers and digital
media production. Knowledge of analytics,
performance, and technical elements will help
students improve their creative output. The
combined qualifications offer useful skills for
freelancers or those with roles in SMEs. 
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Paper 1: Written Exam - 2-hours, 100 marks,
50% of final grade

Design and Make Task: Non-Exam Assessment
- 30-35 hours, 100 marks, 50% of final grade
 

What you will learn

Design and Technology builds on the basic skills
and knowledge acquired in Year 7, 8 and 9.
Throughout Year 10 and Year 11 you will learn
about different materials and manufacturing
processes in order to design and make prototypes
in response to needs and problems. This is an
exciting and challenging course that places greater
emphasis on understanding and applying iterative
design process. You will gain awareness and learn
from wider influences on Design and Technology
including historical, social, cultural, environmental
and economic factors. 

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the GCSE course is split into the
following:

- Core technical principles
- Specialist technical principles
- Designing and making principles

- Identifying and investigating design possibilities
- Producing a design brief and specification
- Generating design ideas
- Developing design ideas
- Realising design ideas (manufacturing final
product)
- Analysing & evaluating

Design and Technology
Exam Board: AQA

Option Subjects

Progress Routes and Careers

For a career in Design and Technology it is usually
necessary to think in terms of further study.
Having completed GCSE Design and Technology
you could go on to take an AS or A2 level in Design
and Technology, or a BTEC National Certificate or
Diploma in Engineering or Design. 

There are a variety of careers linked to Design
Technology including:

Designer (Products, Graphics, Interior, Furniture,
Fashion, Web), Architect, Aeronautical Engineer,
Civil Engineer, Mechanical Engineer, Software
Engineer, Carpenter, Special Effects in films and
Television, Sign maker, 3D display/ merchandiser,
Photography, Advertising, Landscape Design,
Animation & Animatronics, Manufacturing
Manager and Market Researcher. 

20
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Component 1: Devising Drama 40% of final
grade

Component 2: Performing Scripted Plays 20%
of final grade

Component 3: Written Exam 40% of final grade

What you will learn

In years 7, 8 and 9 you have learned many drama
skills. GCSE Drama is time to extend these skills,
and further your understanding of theatre.
Throughout Year 10 and Year 11 you will explore
new genres of theatre that you have not come into
contact with and also hone your performance
skills. You will explore plays, developing your
knowledge of how to interpret characters, plot and
style. You will be invited to attend theatre trips to
see new, exciting theatre and will learn how to
respond to the work you have witnessed.

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the GCSE course is split into the
following three components:

Creating a devised performance in groups which
will be assessed through both a live performance
and support written portfolio. 

Live performance of two extracts from one play
selected by the teacher.

 
- Section A: five questions on the set text (An
Inspector Calls) with students answering questions
as a performer, director and designer. 

- Section B: two questions reviewing a live theatre
production considering both performers and the
work of designers. 

Drama
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

Option Subjects
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Progress Routes and Careers

Drama is a psychological subject which develops
students' understanding of human behaviour and
motivations behind it. Experience in Drama will
benefit anyone considering careers in health
professions such as; counselling, therapy,
psychology. Jobs in law and social work will also
require skills and abilities which are developed
through drama.

In addition, in any career path, whether University
is part of your plan or not, you will need to take
part in an interview process. Being comfortable,
able to express your thoughts and appearing
confident and approachable is key to being
successful in an interview. GCSE will hone these
skills and ensure you are ready for your future. 
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Paper 1: Written Exam - 1hr 45 minutes, 100
marks, 50% of final grade

Assessment 1: The Food Investigation
Assessment 15% of final grade

Assessment 2: The Food Preparation
Assessment 35% of final grade

What you will learn

The food and nutrition curriculum at SSA has been
designed so that you will have developed many
practical skills in cooking. Additionally, you have
learned about nutrition and food science too.
From Year 7 to Year 9, you have practiced these
skills and become much more independently
experienced when cooking.

Throughout Year 10 and Year 11, you will further
explore these skills and equip you with the
knowledge, understanding and skills required to
cook and apply the principles of food science,
nutrition and healthy eating. You will explore new
methods of cooking, new cuisines from around the
world and also contextualise your knowledge in
nutrition and food science. 

How you will be assessed

- Food commodities
- Principles of nutrition 
- Diet and good health
- The science of food
- Where food comes from
- Cooking and food preparation

- Research and plan a Food Science investigation
- Investigate characteristics, function and chemical
properties of ingredients through practical
experiments
- Analyse and evaluate the investigation

- Investigate and plan a menu based on a
particular brief
- Prepare, cook and present a menu of three
dishes
- Evaluate the selection, preparation, cooking and
presentation of three dishes

Food and Nutrition 
Exam Board: Eduqas

Option Subjects

Progress Routes and Careers

Pursuing a career linked to this GCSE would
require further studies at a college and a
university. There are many paths for a successful
career in the following fields; Food Technologist,
Nutritionist, Dietician, Chef, Food Manufacturer,
Buyer, Food Microbiologist, Food Stylist, Retail,
Marketing, Teacher, Catering and Hospitality.
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Progress Routes and Careers

All employers see music as a valuable qualification
as it shows many skills they are looking for such as
creativity, focus, discipline and collaboration.
Particular areas in which Music skills will be useful
are in the Recording Industry, Event Promotion,
Teaching and Music Performance. 

Unit 1: Performing music 30% of final grade

Unit 2: Composing Music 30% of final grade

Unit 3: Written paper involving Listening and
Appraising 40% of final grade

What you will learn

The course is practically-based with students
playing and composing on their chosen
instruments. You will have the opportunity to work
using current musical styles of your choice;
composing, playing and analysing. We use a team
of specialist Music teachers who can develop your
skills in playing keyboard and piano, singing, guitar
and drums. Many students particularly enjoy
learning to use Music technology (computers) to
play and compose music. 

As well as visiting workshops, you will have the
opportunity to go on trips to see different
performers.  You will have the opportunity to take
part in a variety of performances including the
school concerts.  You will study many different
styles of Music. The areas of study include
concerto through time, rhythms of the world, film
music and popular music. 

How you will be assessed

The assessment of the GCSE course is split into the
following three units:

You will perform two pieces of music on your
chosen instrument or voice that will be recorded. A
Solo performance (where you take a main role)
and ensemble performance (playing in a group). 

You will compose your own music using our state
of the art music technology facilities. One
composition is a free brief where you can create
any music you want, the second is to a set brief
from the exam board using a stimulus as a starting
point. 

You will sit an exam paper where you will listen to
music and answer the exam questions on the
music you hear. Each piece of music will be based
on a style or genre of music you have studied for
the course. 

Music
Exam Board: OCR

Option Subjects
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well as investigating the long term adaptations
that people hope to achieve through a healthy,
active lifestyle.

Progress Routes and Careers

Following this course, students will be well placed
to enrol on a Level 3 BTEC in sport that is worth
three A levels, they would be equally suited to A-
level P.E. In terms of careers, through recent global
recessions, sport, exercise and fitness is one of the
few industries that has continued to show growth.
Students will be well placed to follow a path into a
variety of careers such as physiotherapy, exercise
physiology, personal training and teaching to
name but a few.

In addition, a healthy, active lifestyle is something
we hope all students will endeavour to follow after
they have finished their studies with us. Through
this course, students will be able to do this more
effectively to help ensure their long term
wellbeing.

 

Unit 1 – External exam

Unit 2 – Practical sports performance

Unit 3 – Applying the principles of personal
training

Unit 5 – The sports performer in action

What you will learn

Students will learn a variety of different aspects of
sport in life with different skill sets providing
starting blocks to a range of careers. Students will
learn how to critically evaluate an athletes abilities
and implement improvement within their
performance. Students will also look at creating a
training plan based on their own abilities showing
they can construct and conduct a program to show
improvement in performance. Students will also
learn about how what they are doing through
sport impacts their body and the changes that
occur.

How you will be assessed

Students are assessed in four units, each carrying
an equal weighting:

In this unit, students will learn about a number of
ideas, most covered within other units and sit an
exam. The exam will be made of a range of
multiple choice, short answer and extended
writing questions

In this unit, students will look at the rules of two
sports, how the sports are organised and played.
They will also learn how to evaluate performance
to identify needs in player performance as well as
showing their own ability in performance

In this unit, students will create their own training
programme. This training programme will be
made using the ideas that a personal trainer
would use and will be the result of personal testing
to assess their strengths and weaknesses.

During sport a lot of changes happen to the body.
Students will learn about the changes to the
cardiorespiratory and musculoskeletal systems as-

BTEC Sport and Fitness 
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel

Option Subjects
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Progress Routes and Careers

The qualification reflects the widespread use of
English in education, commerce, and society.
Cambridge IGCSE English as a Second Language is
designed for learners who already have a working
knowledge of the language and who want to
consolidate their understanding in order to
progress in their academic or professional career. 

Component 1 – Reading and Writing 60% of
final grade

Component 2 – Speaking 20% of final grade

Component 3 – Listening 20% of final grade

What you will learn

The aim is to achieve a level of practical
communication ideal for everyday use, which can
also form the basis for further, more in-depth
language study. 

Students can achieve an English language
qualification that is equivalent to GCSE English as a
first language and is recognised as such by many
colleges and universities. Students choosing this
option not only benefit from enhancing and
developing their English but also double their
chances of gaining a English qualification to access
further study that is internationally recognised.
Students can expect to study English based on
topics such:

- Technology
- Culture
- Health
- Entertainment
- Travel
- Work 
- Environment

How you will be assessed

Students are assessed across three components:

iGCSE English as an Additional Language
Exam Board: Cambridge International Examinations

Option Subjects
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Paper 1 – Listening Exam

Paper 2 – Speaking Exam

Paper 3 – Reading Exam

Paper 4 – Writing Exam

What you will learn

At SSA we aim to maximise your future potential.
One way that do this is the Community Languages
programme. If you can read, speak and write in
another language then you may be able to take a
GCSE in it as part of community languages.

How you will be assessed

The assessment of a language GCSE course is split
into the following four components:

A listening comprehension exam that lasts 35
minutes for Foundation and 45 minutes for Higher
with two sections:

- Section A – questions and answer in English.
- Section B – questions and answers in the target
language.

An oral exam lasting 5-10 minutes with 12 minutes
preparation time. There are three parts:

- Role play – a short scripted scenario that pupils
act out with the examiner.
- Photocard – a task where pupils discuss a topic
using a photograph as the stimulus.
- General Conversation – responding to discussion
questions in the target language.
 

A reading comprehension exam that lasts 45
minutes for Foundation and 60 minutes for Higher
with three sections:

- Section A – questions and answer in English.
- Section B – questions and answers in the target
language.
- Section C – translating from the target language
into English.
 

A written assessment in the target language that - 

Community Languages
Exam Board: Edexcel, AQA and OCR

Option Subjects

lasts 60 minutes for Foundation and 75 minutes
for Higher.

- Foundation – pupils answer four questions.
- Higher – pupils answer three questions.

Progress Routes and Careers

This is an excellent opportunity for you to gain an
extra qualification that will make you stand out
from the crowd and enhance your applications for
colleges, apprenticeships, universities, and work in
the future.

Getting a qualification in another language can
support you in gaining positions at international
companies or in an industry that requires multi-
lingual employees. 
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