
Crime and Punishment – Islam Paper 

 

Topic Muslim View Importance Non-religious views  
 

Justice - Islam teaches that justice should always be given as the 
victim is totally innocent 

- The Qur’an teaches to act justly 

- The Qur’an describes God as just 
- The Qur’an says “stand up firmly for justice” 

- The Prophet is shown as acting justly 
- Muslims believe in judgement day 

Atheists and Humanists believe that justice is important and 
reflected in human rights law. 
- People should be rewarded for their labour 
- The weak are protected from the  

 
 

Crime 

Muslim view and importance on causes of crime: 
- Poverty - Islam tries to deal with the issue of poverty by banning the use of interest and gambling and encouraging other Muslims to share their wealth. They also use Zakah to help the poor 
- Upbringing - Muslims are expected to teach the difference between right and wrong, introduce them to faith through Salah (prayer) and observe Ramadan. 
- Alcohol and Drugs – These are haram (not allowed) in Islam so shouldn’t be an issue. The Qur’an says that intoxicants are a means by which Satan tries to keep people God.  
- Self-Esteem – To know that you are the Khalifah of God, given the task of looking after the world in the way God wants, should mean never having a problem with low self-esteem.  

Good, evil 
and 

suffering 

Good actions are known as ‘halal’, meaning ‘that which is 
permitted’. Evil actions are called ‘haram’, meaning ‘that which 
is forbidden’Evil is often divided into moral and natural evil: 
- Moral – Evil that is caused by humans  
- Natural – Suffering that has not been caused by humans 

Humans can, and will, be questioned about their evil actions 
because they have been born with a natural instinct to 
understand the difference between right and wrong. 
Muslims believe that life is a test and a true Muslim will 
remain faithful through the trials of his life.  

Many atheists and humanists believe that a good God would not 
have designed a world that had natural evils. They cannot believe in 
a God that would create such horrible diseases, and believe that evil 
and suffering are either the fault of humans misusing their free will 
or the fault of accidental nature (Inconsistent Triade)  

Attitudes to 
punishment 

Islam teaches that criminals should be punished for their crimes 
and the Qur’an sets down specific punishments for certain 
crimes, they are called hadd punishments e.g. theft “cutting off 
of hands”  and “take not life, which God has made sacred, 
except by way of justice and law” – death for murder. 

Punishment can be seen as justice. Some people, especially 
victims of crime, regard punishment as a form of justice: 
Retributive Justice - A theory of justice which considers that 
punishment should be proportionate to the crime. 

Punishment is needed for justice and order in society. Some 
examples: imprisonment, community service order and fines.  

Aims of 
Punishment 

Muslims agree with all four aims of punishment because the 
Qur’an sets down lashes or amputation for certain crimes. This 
allows the offender to remain in society with their families 
where, it is believe, they are less likely to reoffend than those 
who have been sent to prison. 

Aims of punishment:  
• Deterrence - punishment should put people off committing crime 
• Protection - punishment should protect society from the criminal and the criminal from themselves 
• Reformation - punishment should improve the criminal 
• Retribution - punishment should make the criminal pay for what they have done wrong 

 
Forgiveness 

- “But if ye forgive ….verily God is Oft-forgiving. Most Merciful” 
(Qur’an) 
- On the Day of Judgement - how can Muslims ask God for 
forgiveness if they are not prepared to forgive? 
- The prophet Muhammad encouraged forgiveness  

Allows offenders to reform. E.g.  Timpson (the key-cutting 
and shoe repair business) goes into prisons and offers 
training workshops and starts employing prisoners on day-
release schemes. In 12 years, only 3 people have reoffended.  

Restorative justice gives victims of crime a chance to explain to the 
offender how they have been affected by the crime. It is important 
for criminals because it makes them realise the effects of their crime 
(Muslims also agree with restorative justice). 

Treatment 
of Criminals 

All Muslims are opposed to the use of torture. However flogging, 
stoning or amputation may be seen as torture. Muslim countries 
operating the Shari’ah legal systems do not use a jury. Muslims 
agree that everyone has the right to a fair trial  

- Muslim Prison Chaplains’ Association and Muslim Aid work 
with Muslim prisoners to encourage reform. 
- The Universal Declaration of Human Rights set out 
fundamental human rights to be universally protected. 

Atheists and Humanists believe that criminals should be treated 
justly and humanely and agree with human rights like the right to a 
fair trial and the right to be free from torture.  

Death 
Penalty/Ca

pital 
Punishment 

Some Muslims disagree because: 
- It does not reduce crimes and since there is a possibility of the 
wrong person being convicted and then executed, it should be 
avoided 
- They feel that Capital Punishment is recommended by the 
Qur’an, but not compulsory 

Some Muslims agree with capital punishment because: 
- It is a punishment set down by God in the Qur’an “Take not 
life, which God hath made sacred, except by way of justice 
and the law” 
- Muhammad made several statements agreeing with capital 
punishment 

Humanists disagree with capital punishment because human life is 
important. Atheists may agree with it because it acts as a 
deterrence. 


