
MATTERS OF LIFE AND DEATH (Christianity Paper: Section 4) 

 ORIGINS OF THE UNIVERSE 

The Big Bang Theory is the belief that an explosion began the universe – matter was 
concentrated into a great mass which began to expand to form the universe.  

Christians believe the story of creation found in the Bible; the world is a gift from 
God which was created in six days. Some reject scientific theories as they believe 
the Bible is all true in word as it is the word of God. Others think that science and 
religion can work together to explain how the world was created 

SANCITY OF LIFE 

All life is special and holy 

The Bible teaches that God made 
humans in his image. They are special 
and different from the rest of creation. 

It is important because: 

• It determines beliefs about 
issues such as abortion 

• They value life more 
• It will guide them when making 

decisions 

HUMAN ORIGINS 

The Theory of Evolution states that 
human life was as a result of the 
gradual development of species. 
Individuals who were better adapted to 
their environment survived to pass on 
their genes to the next generation = 
survival of the fittest.  

Some believe the theory contradicts 
with what they believe about God 
creating everything in the world so 
reject it.  

ABORTION 

Abortion is the deliberate termination of a 
pregnancy so that a child cannot be born.  

 ARGUMENTS AGAINST ABORTION: 

• Life is a gift from God and only he has 
the power to take and give life 

• All life has value even if a child is 
disabled 

• Abortion is viewed as murder  which is 
a sin 

ARGUMENTS FOR ABORTION: 

• Jesus said you should show compassion 
towards others 

• In the case of rape, abortion is the 
kindest option 

• Advanced medical technology allows 
us to see any problems with the foetus 
so children do not need to be born into 
a life of suffering 

• Best if the mother’s life is at risk 

LIFE AFTER DEATH 

Jesus taught Christians that there is an afterlife 
and that he was sent so that humanity may 
have eternal life after death 

• Christians will live to please God so 
they can achieve life in heaven 

• It brings comfort knowing that loved 
ones will live on after they have gone 

• It shows that death is not the end so 
helps them cope 

Non-religious people argue against life after 
death: 

• No evidence of an afterlife 
• People have used fraud to take 

advantage 
• It promotes a false sense of hope 
• Life after death is impossible 

Christians believe there is life after death 
through the resurrection of Jesus 

EUTHANASIA 

A painless way of killing someone who is suffering. There are three different types: 

Voluntary – life is ended at their request 

Assisted suicide –a person is given the means to end their life 

Non-Voluntary – ending a person’s life when they are unable to survive (life support) 

It is a controversial topic because it is seen as murder but can also show 
compassion  

 

 AGAINST EUTHANASIA 

• Sanctity of life 
• Hospices 

provide 
palliative care 
to provide 
support 

• It is murder 
• Suffering has a 

purpose in life  

FOR EUTHANISIA 

• Allows a 
pain-free 
death 

• Saves 
medical 
costs 

• Relives 
burden on 
family 

• Abides by 
wishes 

NATURAL WORLD 

• Christians should care for the world 
• It is a gift from God 
• Christians will be judged on how they 

treated the earth 
• They have stewardship to care for it 

and pass it onto the next generation  

It is acceptable to use animals as food as 
humans have dominion over animals. Some 
say animals should not suffer  


