
1. Six beliefs of Islam (articles of faith)

These are six principles that a Sunni Muslim must believe to be 
accepted as a Muslim.  The six beliefs are important because:

- Belief in Allah
- Belief in His angels
- Belief in His holy books
- Belief in His messengers
- Belief in the Last Day
- Belief in life after death

How these impact of Muslim communities today:

ü The six beliefs mean that all people are created equal in the sight of 
God. No one is superior to others (except because of their religious 
devotion/piety) therefore people should not judge others

ü These beliefs mean that in Sunni Islam there are no priests or holy 
men with special authority, there can be no prophets after 
Muhammad so no human can have God’s special authority

ü Salvation in Islam comes through believing in the six beliefs and 
living in the way set out by Islam

Believing in 
Tawhid shows 
that Muslims 

believe God is the 
only one.

God has sent books to show humans what 
to believe and how to live

Believing in angels 
shows that God 

can communicate 
with humans using 
His special beings

2. The five roots in Shi’a Islam (Usul as-
din)

These are five roots of faith which are the 
basis of Shi’a faith.

- Belief in the oneness of God (Tawhid)
- Belief in Allah’s justice (Adalat)
- Beliefs in Allah’s prophets from Adam to 
Muhammad (Nubuwwah)
- Belief in the successors of Muhammad 
(imamah) and belief that chosen 
descendants of the Prophet Muhammad 
were given special powers by Allah
- Belief in the Day of Judgement

The Usul as-din are important because:

ü They are the basis of Shi’a Islam; it is 
from the ‘roots’ that the religion grows

ü They are the five principles of faith 
and show a person what they must 
believe to be a Muslim

ü They come from the teachings of the 
Qur’an and the Twelve Imams, which 
means they are of utmost importance to 
Shi’a Muslims. 

ü They are the beliefs that Muslims must 
hold if their practices are to be 
correct and to ensure that they go to 
heaven

3. The nature of Allah Muslims believe Allah has 99 names found in the Qur’an. 
Name This  means… This is important to Muslims because….

Oneness
(Tawhid)

Allah is one and in control of 
everything

- Muslims worship him solely. 
- Muslims believe Allah is in control of 

everything

Omnipot
ence Allah has created the universe.

- Muslims take care of the earth.
- God will bring the world to an end and 
has the power to do this

Benefice
nce and 
mercy

Allah is merciful and loving to his 
creation. He sent prophets with his 
word to show humans how to live. 

- If God is merciful, Muslims should be 
too
- On the Last Day Muslims will be able 
to ask for mercy if they have shown 
mercy to others.

Justice 
(Adalat)

Justice means fairness and the 
maintenance of what is right. Allah
has implemented Shariah Law.

- God is just and will reward the good 
and punish the bad
- Muslims must try to behave justly and 
preserve a just society and so work for 
equal rights and fair laws

4. Risalah (prophet) Muslims believe that Allah created humans to look 
after the earth for him (Khalifah or vicegerents) and humans need 
prophets to know how to do this. There are many prophets but the main 
prophets in Islam are:

Adam 

Adam was the first prophet of Islam. Adam and his wife, 
Hawwa (Eva) sinned by eating the forbidden fruit. Adam 
built a House of Allah (Ka’aba) in thanks for Allah’s 
forgiveness. 

Ibrahim 
(Abraham)

Ibrahim had a vision that told him to sacrifice his son, as 
he was about to obey Allah’s commands, Allah stopped 
him and rewarded them for their obedience. Ibrahim and 
Isma’il restored the Ka’aba after it was destroyed by 
Noah’s flood.

Musa 
(Moses)

Musa was born a Jew but raised by Pharoah. He killed an 
Egyptian and fled but God called him back to free the 
Jews from slavery and leave Egypt for God’s holy land. 
Received the holy book of Tawrat (Torah).

Isa 
(Jesus)

Isa had a virgin birth and performed miracles; including 
healing and raising the dead. Muslims believe that Allah 
took Isa from the cross so that Isa never died. Isa was 
give the holy book Injil (Gospels).

Muhammad
Muhammad was called by Allah to bring his final message 
to humanity. His life was a perfect example for people to 
follow. He is also called the seal of the prophets.

Muslim beliefs

5. Muslim holy books: Muslims believe holy books were passed down to prophets but that the 
Qur’an is the final one. Allah decided that his word needed revealing in a new way because:
- He had sent it before and each time humans distorted it
- Humans had ignored or disobeyed His message.

The Qur’an is important to Muslims today because: 
Ø Everything in the Qur’an must be true because God said it and so there is no greater 

authority
Ø It tells Muslims what to believe – Allah, Angels, Prophets, Holy Books, Judgement Day and 

Akhirah
Ø Sets out how Muslims should live – 5 pillars, halal/haram, 

8. Akhira (Life after Death): Jannah (heaven) has been described as ‘Allah hath promised to 
Believers, men and women, gardens under which rivers flow’. Hell is Jahannam and is portrayed 
in the Qur’an as a place of fire and torture. 
Ideas about the soul: some Muslims believe that those who die on Hajj or fighting in holy war 
will go straight to heaven and so afterlife is spiritual. Other believes in Barzakh – period 
between death and body being raised. Some Muslim traditions say that after death, souls are 
visited by the angel of death and questioned about their faith. If they have true Muslim faith 
they are shown their place in heaven and look at it until the Last Day. If they are not, they 
are beaten with clubs until their judgement. 
Life after death is important because:
• The Qur’an teaches there is Akirah
• Muhammad taught that there is Akirah
• It is one of the six fundamental beliefs
• Muslims will try to live good Muslim lives if they are to go to paradise and avoid hell
• Living a good Muslim life means observing the five pillars/ten obligatory acts

6. Malaikah (angels): Muslims believe that Allah communicates through angels. Allah created angels as 
immortal beings without free will. 

Angel Role

Jibril 
(Gabriel)

ü Chief of the angels. 
ü Deliver Allah’s message to the prophets to pass onto humanity
ü Revealed the Qur’an to Muhammad.

Mika’il
(Michael)

ü Second most important angel
ü Guardian of heaven, protecting it from evil and the devil

Izra’il ü Angel of death

7. Al-Qadr (fate): This means power, fate or predestination. This means that everything in the 
universe is following a divine plan. Different views: 
• Shi’a Muslims – Allah created humans with free will and his vicegerents responsible for the world. 

It is therefore up to humans to decide what happens and take responsibility for their actions and 
so pay the price on the Last Day. 

• Sunni Muslims – Allah knows what people will do before they do it, but they do it of their own free 
will.

What does al-Qadr mean for Muslims today?
- Although Muslims may face suffering, they do not need to worry as God is in control, so all will be 

well
- All suffering must be accepted as it must be part of God’s plan and will have a good outcome
- Muslims have to make their own choice and be responsible for their own actions and destiny. 


