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Curriculum, Assessment and Marking for Wave 3 pupils at Stratford School Academy 
 
Wave 3 curriculum 
 
At Stratford School Academy, our Wave 3 curriculum is personalised to an individual’s 
SEND needs. We ensure that all pupils have an appropriately personalised and challenging 
curriculum.  
 
Pupils within Wave 3 follow one of the following curriculum pathways, depending on: 

• How they learn 

• What they enjoy and are motivated by 

• How they communicate 

• What is important to them 

• Their sensory, physical and medical needs 
 

Curriculum 
pathway 

Key features 
of learning 

What progress 
looks like 

Approaches to learning 
We will show 

progress through 
targets linked to 

Assessment 
methods 

Pre-formal 
curriculum 

Participation 
and 
engagement 

• Encounter 

• Early 
Awareness 

• Interest 

•  Multi-sensory 

• Experimental learning 

• Allowing processing time 

• Development of joint 
attention 

• Building tolerance 

• Intensive interaction 

• Visual supports 

• Engagement 

• Physical 
development 

• Independence 

• ASDAN – 
towards 
independence 

• SCERTS 
(From Sept 
2022) 

• One-page 
profile 

• EHCP review 

• MAPP targets 

Semi-
formal 
curriculum 

Linking 
experiences 

• Supported 
participation 

• Active 
involvement 

• Development 

• Multi-sensory 

• Active exploration 

• Visual supports 

• Turn-taking experiences 

• Behaviour for learning 

• Repetition 

• Familiar routines 

• Exploration 

• Cognition and 
learning 

• Physical 
development 

• Structure and 
routine 

• Independence 

• Socialising 

• ASDAN – 
towards 
independence 

• SCERTS 
(From Sept 
2022) 

• One-page 
profile 

• EHCP review 

• MAPP targets 

Semi-
formal 
challenge 
curriculum 

Linking 
experiences 
and new skills 
emerging 

• Development 

• Exploration 

• Initiation 

•Structured teaching and 
learning 

•Alternative communication 
systems 

•Functional communication 

•Visual supports 

•Turn-taking experiences 

•Behaviour for learning 

•Colourful semantics 

• Social 
communication 

• Functional 
skills  

• Independence 

• Cognition and 
learning 

• Creativity 

• Physical 
development 

• ASDAN – 
towards 
independence 

• SCERTS 
(From Sept 
2022) 

• One-page 
profile 

• EHCP review 

• MAPP targets 

Formal 
curriculum 

Application of 
skills and new 
knowledge 

• Initiation 

• Consolidation 

• Application 

•  Visual supports 

• Self-regulation strategies 

• Independent learning 

• Peer interactions 

• Problem solving 

• Subject specific learning 

• Pupil self-assessment 

• Consolidation 

• Application 

• Social skills 

• Independence  

• Functional 
skills in Maths 
and Literacy 

• Cognition and 
learning 

• Life skills 

• ASDAN 

• Entry level / 
functional skills 

• One-page 
profile 

• EHCP review 

• MAPP targets 
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Wave 2 curriculum 
 
At Stratford School Academy, our Wave 2 intervention programme reflects the needs of the 
SEND community, as outlined in specialist’s reports and/or pupil Education, Health, Care 
Plan provision.   
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Our long-term aspirations for SEND pupils at Stratford School Academy 
 
Cognition and learning  

• To have the skills to be ready to learn and ask for help with a learning task  

• To complete learning tasks independently, but have confidence to ask for help if 
needed  

• To understand and carry out instructions and develop problem solving skills  

• To develop skills that will help in other areas of learning, further education and 
employment  

• To be able to use, understand and manage money  

• To be able to prepare for, manage and cope with everyday life and routines  

• To have functional literacy and numeracy skills  

• To know where they live and how to get there  

• To be able to navigate a technology confidently and safely  

• To be able to transfer skills to other people and settings 
 
Communication and interaction  

• To spontaneously communicate their wants, needs and feelings through their 
preferred method of communication with family, peers and the wider community  

• To recognise and respond to how other people are feeling, including responding to 
their facial expressions  

• To communicate their needs calmly and in an acceptable manner  

• To interact appropriately with others 

• To be able to acknowledge family and friends  

• To understand social boundaries and how to keep themselves safe  

• To understand instructions and questions, but also to ask for help  

• To use technology to aid communication and to be e-safe  

• To be able to work in employment, take part in community events and activities  

• To be able to access and tolerate social settings and events  

• To be able to access education, healthcare and wider community facilities 
 
Physical health and sensory development  

• To regulate their sensory needs and communicate this appropriately  

• To have good fine motor and gross motor skills to allow them to complete everyday 
tasks and gain independence in the future  

• To be able to dress independently  

• To manage personal hygiene needs independently at home and in the community  

• To be able to eat a range of foods, both at home and in public 

• To develop an awareness of danger e.g. road safety, safety at home  

• To be able to live a healthy lifestyle and manage basic medical needs i.e. asthma 
pumps  

• To take part in regular exercise and hobbies and understand how this can impact on 
them  

• To be able to prepare food and feed themselves  

• To be able to transition around the home, work and local community  

• To understand private and personal space, body parts and what happens to my body 
as they grow  

• To be able to complete tasks to help around the house  

• To develop life skills and independence to the best of their ability  
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Social, emotional and mental health  

• To know when and how to take a break  

• To accept boundaries and rules, including social boundaries and how to keep 
themselves safe  

• To be able to access community facilities, events and services  

• To form and maintain friendships  

• To occupy themselves and take part in hobbies and interests  

• To understand, communicate and know how to manage their own and others 
feelings, responding appropriately to these  

• To know how and when to ask for help  

• To be aware of potential dangers and how to stay safe  

• To be able to value themselves and maintain positive mental health, and ask for help 
and support when needed  

• To initiate and maintain conversations with family and peers  

• To develop independent strategies to be able to relax  

• To be able to manage changes in daily routines  

• To be able to travel safely in the local community 

• To be able to cope with changes and manage their behaviour 
 
 
Assessment 
 
Historically in Wave 3, we have monitored and assessed pupils progress using the P-levels. 
These were levels that broke down early learning skills below the National Curriculum into 
smaller steps. These are no longer being used following guidance from the government. This 
has enabled us to look for an assessment tool that better fits the needs of our pupils and 
links to the curriculum model that we follow. Inspired by the Engagement Model and MAPP 
(Mapping and Assessing Personal Progress), we set and assess individual learning 
intentions for each pupil within our Wave 3 provision, in order to demonstrate progress 
against these targets. These targets are recorded and reviewed on Edukey Provision Map. 
 
For all pupils in Wave 3, we assess progress half-termly through the process of Assess → 
Plan → Do → Review: 
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Assess 
Teachers, parents and professionals work together to set targets, linked to what motivates 
pupils and what they need to learn. These targets are linked to the pupil’s EHCP or Support 
plan outcomes 
 
Plan 
Baseline assessments are carried out to establish what this skill looks like in the beginning 
and what needs to be done to develop this. Personalised learning intentions are set by the 
teacher, based on strengths, needs and aspirations of the pupil 
 
Do 
Teachers plan and deliver suitable learning opportunities, that are linked to the curriculum 
pathway. Observations are carried out by teachers and teaching assistants to assess how 
the pupil is learning 
 
Review 
Teachers will evaluation how did a pupil do, and what can they do next, in relation to their 
individual learning intentions. Pupil’s personal progress targets are reviewed, amended and 
updated on Provision Map twice a year, and this data is shared with pupils, parents and 
teachers. Personalised EHCP targets are reviewed at least once annually at the person- 
centred review, for all pupils receiving High-Needs Funding and/or holding an Education, 
Health, Care Plan. 
 
Marking 
Marking within the Wave 3 provision is purposeful and differs dependent on an individual’s 
needs and how they learn. Verbal feedback is given every lesson, to each individual. For 
some, stickers and stamps are used as visual representations of attainment, particularly 
when pupils require visual aids to support their understanding. For others, regular 
opportunities are made in lessons to provide peer feedback, in class marking and responsive 
marking. Pupils will receive written feedback on their work at least once every half term 


