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Introduction 

Dear Parent/Carers, 

The aim of this booklet is to offer subject specific guidance to support students and parents 
as we move forward through Year 10.

As a parent, we would ask that you continue to support your child with encouragement and 
praise and remind them to carry out regular revision using their teacher’s advice. This 
booklet provides parents with key information about Year 10.

Here are some suggestions of how you can support your child: 

Students who do best in Exams:  

• have worked hard throughout the two years

• have kept up to date with their homework

• have revised thoroughly, carefully, and efficiently

• feel confident

• have parents who take an interest in their child’s revision

What can parents do?  

Here is some general advice: 

Do  

• Make sure your child is in school every day, maintaining 100% attendance and fully
equipped for school.

• Make sure that you get your child to show you their homework and make sure that
they can access the homework tasks on Microsoft Teams.

• Discuss with your child what will be involved during the revision period and what
your role could be.

• Use flash cards your child has made to test them on their knowledge.

• Provide the environment necessary for success. Students need a place to work and
revise which is quiet, calm and comfortable (probably the most important need is
quiet).

• Respond positively when asked for help and give plenty of praise and
encouragement. Ask exactly how you can help and if you cannot help immediately,
say when it is convenient.

• Point out what your child has done well when you look at their work. Don’t dwell on
errors, emphasise the positives.

• Keep your child supplied with healthy food and drinks.

• Be prepared to listen when you child wants to talk about issues as everything
becomes more emotional and heightened during the examination period.



• Encourage morning revision when the brain is more receptive and discourage
studying right up to when they go to bed.

• Encourage your child to plan in time to rest and to do other things outside of revising
and studying.

Don’t 

• Make comparisons with brothers, sisters, friends and so on.

• Unintentionally add to their worries by constantly mentioning the exams.

• Relate too much to when you were sitting exams at school or how you revised or
prepared.

• Worry if their revision techniques seem strange or unusual.

• Let students listen to music when doing revision. If students do, ensure it is music
without lyrics as there is conclusive research that music with lyrics deters effective
revision.

• Distract them unnecessarily.

• Overload your child with chores or other responsibilities when they have revision to
complete

• Expect them to study all of the time, as taking some time out to relax will have a
positive effect on their work.

• Join in the general anxiety - stay calm, serene and confident.

In Summary 

There is a great deal you can do as a parent. You cannot revise for them and however much 
you would like to you cannot take the examinations for them, but you can be invaluable in 
making the process smooth, calm and successful.  

Please remember we are here to support you and your child. Please do not hesitate to 
contact the school for help and advice.  

Yours sincerely 

Mr J. Jarvis 

Assistant Headteacher 



Revision Guidance 
Making your revision count 

What is Revision? 
Revision means ‘looking again’. 

Revision involves: 

• Finding out what you know & understand (and what you don’t)
• Building on what you know & understand
• Finding out what has slipped your memory
• Working on ways on retaining information
• Practising answers
• Preparing to show what you have learned

Psychological research suggests that: 

• When we learn something, we rapidly forget much of it. This is shown by the graph
above

• When we re-visit something we’ve learned repeatedly, we remember it better and
we forget less.



Revision Planning 
Which revision strategies work best? 

Research has identified that some revision strategies are more effective than others. The 
table below shows you the differences in some common techniques. 

Technique Effectiveness Description of Technique 

Practice Testing High Self-testing is any retrieval 
practise. This could be using 
revision cards, practise exam 
questions or any way of practising 
the retrieval of knowledge. 

Distributed practice High Developing a schedule of 
revisions /learning activities over 
time. 

Elaborative Interrogation Moderate Thinking about ‘why’ you have 
answered a question or creating 
an explanation for a response. 

Self-explanation Moderate Linking new information to known 
information or using applied 
questions (problem-based 
learning) 

Interleaved Practice Moderate Developing a schedule that mixes 
different techniques during a 
period of study. 

Summarisation Low Writing summaries of concepts 
/area of study. 

Highlighting Low The use of highlighters of 
underlining while reading or re-
reading. 

Keyword Mnemonic Low Use of key terms/ acronyms / 
images to associate with concepts 
to be learned. 

Imagery Low Attempting to form mental 
images of materials while reading. 

Re-reading Low Revisiting a text that has already 
been read. 

As you can see above, rereading and highlighting are not highly effective ways to revise. 
Revision techniques like practice testing, (testing what knowledge has been learnt through 



 

self-testing, quizzes, or past exam questions) and distributed practice, (developing learning 
activities and a schedule of revision over time) are the most effective ways of revising. 
 
The subject information pages will give guidance on each subject and key information on 
the exam as well as other useful information about the course and where to find resources 
and revision materials. The school website also has video clips as well as detailed guidance 
on revision strategies. Some of the most effective revision strategies are detailed below. 
 

 
Effective Revision Strategies 
 

1. Using Flash cards or Revision cards effectively 
 
Flashcards or revision cards are a common revision strategy but crucially, however, too 
many students fail to use them effectively for self-testing. Students need to design effective 
revision flashcards. There is a video clip on the school website on this which is a good 
starting point.  
The two styles are making informative notes by selecting the most significant facts, concepts 
or terms needed for that topic and then making self-testing flashcards. It is crucial that 
students incorporate self-testing in this model as a way of retrieving key knowledge 
 

2. Practise testing 
 
This is a tried and tested method of students testing themselves using practice questions 
The effect of exploring worked examples or exam answers, as well as writing their own, 
helps students process, practice and refine their revision to improve their chances of exam 
success. 
 
There are many ways practice testing can occur. This can be through your child or you as a 
parent testing your child using their revision cards, students going through past exam 
papers or students using educational apps available for revision in certain subjects. Practice 
testing is the best way for students to know and further cement what knowledge has moved 
into their long-term memory, whilst also identifying what knowledge has not. 
 

3. Spaced Practice or Distributed practice 
 
This is where students space their revision over several revision sessions rather than the 
more commonly used mass practice where students study one topic at a time. Massed 
practice is more commonly used although it is less effective and is often done when 
students ‘cram’ for exams. The main reason why students are often forced into massed 
practice is that they start revising too late and are forced to cram as they have no real 
alternative. 
 
Spaced practice means students might revise several topics and switch between topics 
rather than learning one thing at a time. This is more challenging and means students don’t 
study one topic for too long (it should be noted students should gain a decent 
understanding of one topic before moving to the new one) – for example in History students 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worked-example_effect


 

learn about Elizabethan government on Monday. In the evening they would review and 
make notes on this topic using one of the effective revision strategies. They would then 
review this topic on Wednesday but also switch in another topic e.g. Why Elizabeth didn’t 
marry and then again on Friday students would review both topic and perhaps look at a new 
topic. This also allows for effective interleaving and retrieval of the knowledge students 
need. 
 
Distributed practice works well with many revision techniques and is shown to be very 
successful in helping with recall ability. The diagram below shows how you could structure 
this technique: 

 
4. The Cornell Method 

 
This strategy is a well-known note-taking approach: this strategy gets students thinking 
metacognitively, asking questions, noting key terms, and summarising the content being 
revised. 
 
This is effective (unlike where students are just reading and highlighting text or randomly 
writing out information) and gets students to actively engage with their work. A summary of 
what this looks like is on the diagram below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





Combined Science 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Course Code: 1SC0 CGSE Combined Science 

Number of Papers: 6 

Length of Examinations: 
1 hour and 10 minutes each 

Biology – Papers 1 and 2 
Chemistry – Papers 1 and 2 
Physics – Papers 1 and 2  

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination. 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Complete your daily tasks on Tassomai.

• Make flash cards to memorise the basic key concepts in Biology and Chemistry.

• For the Physics papers, memorise the equation triangles using the rhymes. Make sure you

know what each letter stands for, and what its unit is.

• Complete the practice questions at the end of each topic in your Combined Science CGP

books. There are also practice exam papers at the back of your CGP books. If your CGP book

doesn’t say “Combined Science” on the front, please bring it into school (to your science

teacher) and swap it for the correct book.

• Practice past papers and exam style questions under exam conditions. Most importantly,

mark your answers using the mark schemes. Mistakes are good as you will learn from them.

You can find these at https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/

• Google “GCSE Science video links sheet” and click the links to watch videos (made by

Edexcel) about the 18 Core Practical’s. Make sure you can write an equipment list, a method

and know the main conclusions of each required practical. Make sure you can identify the

control, independent and dependant variables in a core practical.

• Use the Revision worksheets and materials that your teacher has given you.

• Attend any extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your teacher

• In the exam, read all 6-mark long answer questions carefully to analyse what the examiner

wants and then answer it using bullet points.

• Ensure you have the correct equipment for the exam which includes pen, pencil, rubber,

ruler, and calculator.

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/


English Language 

Examination Board: AQA 

Course Code: 8700 

Number of Papers: 2 

Length of Examinations: 1 hour 45 minutes each 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives  

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination. 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Use the Revision worksheets and materials which your teacher has given you: The Q5 grids

• Use the study guides you have been given: the key skills booklet for Paper 1 and Paper 2

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style Homework questions on Microsoft Teams

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions if you are invited to by your teacher

• Complete timed practice questions on Paper 1 and Paper 2- focussing on Q4 and Q5 for both

papers

• Read different fictional texts

• Watch the news



English Literature 

Examination Board: AQA 

Course Code: 8702/1 8702/2 

Number of Papers: 2 

Length of Examinations:  

• Paper 1: 1 hour 45 minutes (Macbeth and A Christmas Carol)

• Paper 2 - 2 hours 15 minutes (An Inspector Calls, Love and Relationship Poetry, Unseen
Poetry, Unseen Comparison)

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination. 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Go over key themes and ideas in A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls, Macbeth and Poetry

as directed by your teacher.

• Read and revise the grids for each text and the themes of each text

• Go through the Love and Relationship revision booklet with key quotes and themes

• Go through the key quotes for each text

• Read the ten-point summary for all three texts

• Practice questions under timed condition



Mathematics 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Course Code: 1MA1 – Linear 

Number of Papers: 3 

Paper 1 – Non-calculator 
Paper 2 & Paper 3 – Calculator 

Length of Examinations: 90 minutes – 80 marks for each paper 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination. 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Ensure you have the correct equipment for this exam which includes Maths set, scientific

calculator, HB pencil and a black pen

• Watch the revision strategies clips on the school website

• Use MathsWatch: Login details: Username: SURNAMEFirstname@ssa, Password: radius

• Use HegartyMaths: Login details: NAME & DOB, Password: ‘set by student’

• Complete ‘FIX UP FIVE’ during revision period

• Use other online platforms provided by school.

• Make sure you have learned the equations and can rearrange them. Use the formulae sheet
provided in lessons

• Use the knowledge organiser provided to memorise key facts

• Make sure you complete your Hegarty Maths homework online and show woking on paper

weekly

• Attend intervention lessons once confirmed

• Complete timed practice questions on Paper HW: weekly

• Complete daily homework question, make corrections and use them for revision

• Find a Maths revision buddy for lunch time and afterschool revision

• Attend form time interventions on time if you are in the Maths forms

• Practice exam papers from the following websites, mark them using the mark scheme and

review the wrong answers using the worked solutions.  www.mathsgenie.com,

www.corbettmaths.com

http://www.mathsgenie.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/


Religious Education 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Course Code: 1RB0 Option: ZN 

Number of Papers: 2 

Length of Examinations: 1 hour 45 minutes each 

Paper 1: Christianity 
Paper 2: Islam  

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination. 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

Students should: 

• Read the textbooks and revision guides provided and summarise the key teachings from

each chapter:

o Pearson Christianity textbook

o Pearson Islam textbook

o My revision notes religious studies revision guide

o Edexcel website: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-

gcses/religious-studies-b-2016.html

• Practise past and example exam questions under timed conditions

• Self-assess work using the textbooks as a guide to the content

• Use knowledge organisers to self-quiz key words and key quotes and to generally test your

memory on the content

• Create revision quote maps, explaining the meaning of key quotes, and identifying the topics

and religious views they support

• Watch the revision strategies clips on the school website

• Create revision cards on each topic from the topic checklist provided by your teacher, this

can also be found on Microsoft Teams

• Use the exam structure checklist given by your teacher to help you to plan and answer GCSE

questions, this can also be found on Microsoft Teams

• Complete exam questions from the questions pack, you should use the exam structure

checklist and complete exam questions under timed conditions

• Complete exam questions and tasks from the revision booklets for each topic, you should

use the exam structure checklist and complete exam questions under timed conditions

• Complete all homework questions set from the homework booklets provided by your

teacher

• Create a ‘key terms’ list for each topic

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions if you are invited to by your teacher.





Art and Design 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Course Code: 1AD0 

Number of Units: 2 

Component 1 – Personal Portfolio  
Component 2 – Externally Set Assignment 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 examination.

OVERVIEW FOR 2024

For your personal portfolio you will submit your Organic Structures project and your Expression and 
Identity project. You will need to have a final piece for both projects. This will account for 60% of 
your final grade. In January 2023, the exam board will set the ESA (Externally Set Assignment). This 
will be another body of work (sketchbook) and a 10-hour sustained task under exam conditions (final 
piece). 

There are 4 assessment objectives: 

AO1 – Develop your ideas 
AO2 – Refine your ideas 
AO3 – Record your ideas 
AO4 – Present your ideas 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations 

• Personal Portfolio

• Stay on top of your projects, the classwork and homework set. All classwork and homework
will be submitted and contribute to your final grade

• Submit your coursework on Microsoft Teams as requested by your teacher – this ensures
your teacher can monitor your progress

• Familiarise yourself with the assessment objectives and the mark scheme. This is available
on the website. A copy of this is also in your sketchbook

• Familiarise yourself with exemplar portfolios – use these to self-evaluate your work
Examples are available in the Art Department

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your teacher.

• Follow the Art Dept on Pinterest. https://www.pinterest.co.uk/nmhmcknn and create your
own Pinterest board for your projects

• Follow artists you are studying on Instagram. Access websites such as the Art Student Guide.
https://www.studentartguide.com

• Access websites such as this is colossal https://www.thisiscolossal.com/

https://www.pinterest.co.uk/nmhmcknn
https://www.studentartguide.com/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/


Computer Science 

Examination Board: OCR 

Course Code: J277 

Number of Papers: 2 

Length of Examinations: 
1 Hour 30 minutes 

Paper 1 – Computer Systems 
Paper 2 – Computational thinking, algorithms, and programming 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination.

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Ensure you know the topics for paper 1 and paper 2.  If you do not know the topics look at

the first section of your revision checklist.

• Go through your revision checklist and RAG rate all topics and sub-topics following the

prescribed revision strategy.

• What resource should you use to revise?

o Teach-ICT website (username: E79pr, password: binar2),

o PG ONLINE Computer Science Textbook

o Class work folder

o Web/YouTube (Craig and Dave Computer Science channel.  Subscribe to their

channel if you have not yet subscribed)

• Use the Revision workbook available on the public drive and under the files tab of your

Teams Computing class.

• Use the revision guides you have been given: GCSE Computer Science OCR Complete

Revision & Practice - for exams in 2023 and CGP GCSE Computer Science 9-1 Revision

• Create revision cards and use them to test yourself or get other people to test you. The

topics covered should include how to convert denary, base 2 and hex numbers

• Make sure you complete the Python programming course and project as homework

• Make sure you complete your LST quizzes on Microsoft Teams

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style Homework questions on Microsoft Teams

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your teacher

• Watch 4-5 minutes clips on ethical, legal and cultural issues associated with Computer

Science

• Use the knowledge organiser provided to you by your teacher

• Take revision quiz on Teach-ICT website (remember to select J277 course)

• Take the revision quizzes on the Teach – ICT website (remember to select J277 course)



Design Technology 

Examination Board: AQA 

Course Code: 8552 

Course Make Up: Paper 1 – Written exam (50%) and Non-Exam Assessment - NEA (50%). 

Length of examinations: Paper 1 -2 hours and NEA - 35 hours 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination.

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

NEA – Non-Exam Assessment  

• Stay on top of your coursework (NEA) – this is 50% of your final grade.

• Submit your coursework on Microsoft Teams as requested by your teacher

• Familiarise yourself with the assessment objectives and the mark scheme for the NEA – this

is available on the exam board website.

• Familiarise yourself with exemplar NEA – use these to self-evaluate your work.  Examples are

also available on the exam board website.

Paper 1 – Written Exam 

• Use the Revision worksheets and materials which your teacher has given you. These can also

be found on Microsoft Teams

• Ensure you attempt an answer on all of the multiple-choice section – you have a 25% chance

of being right!

• Make sure you complete your LST quizzes on Microsoft Teams

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style Homework questions on Microsoft Teams

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your teacher

• Create revision cards on the units from the textbook to be able organise your revision area

• Make sure you can create sketches and notes to be able to explain processes

• Read all 6-mark long answer questions carefully to analyse what the examiner actually wants

and then answer it using bullet points

• Create a ‘key terms’ list, especially for the processes for manufacture and various equipment

used that you are not used to.

• Complete timed practice questions for long answers.  Examples have been done in lessons

• Create a vocabulary list of any words that you have not come across when revising from the

textbook.  They are likely to come up in the exam

• Make use of https://www.technologystudent.com/prddes1/prddex1.html.  They have lots of

resources available such as exam style questions, exercises, diagrams and useful video links.

• Repeat completing example exams to get used to the style and timings of how they work.

• Use the AQA website to download an example exam paper.  Use the mark-sheet to see how

marks are awarded and what they are awarded for.

https://www.technologystudent.com/prddes1/prddex1.html


Digital Information Technology - BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award 

Examination Board: Pearson 

Course Code: 21193L 

Number of Papers: 1 written exam and 3 coursework units 

Length of Examinations: 1 Hour 30 Minutes 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specification or curriculum for the Summer 2024 examination. 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations 

• Ensure you know the topics/areas covered for Component 3

• Go through your revision checklist provided by your teacher

• Use the following resources to revise:

o BTEC Tech Award Digital Information Technology Revision Guide

o Pearson Website

o PowerPoint Slides

o Homework/Classwork Worksheets

o Class Notes from Exercise Book

• Create Revision Cards on the various topics/areas within Component 3.

• Make sure you complete the Assignment Aims for Component 1.

• Make sure you complete the Assignment Aims for Component 2.

• Make sure you complete your LST quizzes on Microsoft Teams.

• Use the knowledge organiser provided to you by your teacher to revise key terms

• Make sure you complete your GCSE Homework Questions on Microsoft Teams.

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your teacher

• Complete Timed Practice Questions on Component 3 to familiarise with Question



Drama 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Course Code: 1DR0/03 

Number of Units: 3 

Length of Examinations: 
1 hour 45 minutes 

Component 1 – Devising Portfolio – 40% (Written portfolio and recorded performance) 
Component 2 – Performance from Text – 20% (Performance examination) 
Component 3 – Theatre Makers in Practise – 40% (Written exam) 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination.

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Ensure you have the correct equipment for this exam which includes minimal props

and costume for C1 and C2 exams and a pen and a highlighter for C3 exam.

• Watch the revision strategies clips on the school website

• Use the Revision worksheets and materials which your teacher has given you

(scripts, model answers, handouts/key notes on all C3 exam elements) - this can also

be found at Microsoft Teams location

• Use the study guides or handouts you have been given (e.g. handouts from An

Inspector Calls play guide for GCSE Drama)

• Create revision cards on DESIGN ELEMENTS, PERFORMANCE ELEMENTS,

CHARACTERISATIONS of AIC and LIVE THEATRE PRODUCTION

• Make sure you learn your lines by heart for C2 performance from scripts and for C1

devised performance.

• Make sure you complete your LST quizzes on Microsoft Teams

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style homework questions on Microsoft Teams

• Create a ‘key terms’ list (particularly for the performance and design elements)

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your

teacher

• Create a vocabulary list for the performance and design elements.



English as an Additional Language IGCSE 

Examination Board: CIE 

Course Code: 0991 

Number of Papers: 3 

Paper 1 – Reading & Writing 
Paper 2 – Listening  
Paper 3 – Speaking Assessment 

Length of Examinations: 
Paper 1 – 1.5 hours core, 2 hours extended 
Paper 2 – 45 mins  
Paper 3 – 15 mins 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 
examination 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Complete revision activities given to you by your teacher

• Read as much non-fiction as possible (Read Theory, magazines, newspapers)

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style Homework questions on Microsoft Teams

• Complete timed practice questions on Paper 1

• Learn and practise using vocabulary given to you in LSTs

• Watch news and documentaries related to the topics taught in lessons with subtitles on to

develop reading and listening skills

• Keep a record of new words you come across



Food and Nutrition 

Examination Board: Eduqas 

Course Code: 601/8093/6 

Number of Papers: 1 (NEA 1 and NEA 2 are two practical exams) 

Length of Examinations: 
1 hour 45 minutes 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination.

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Ensure you have the correct equipment for this exam which includes a black pen

• Watch the revision strategies clips on the BBC

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8rqw6f/revision/1

• Use and complete all the revision worksheets and materials which your teacher will give you

• Use your CGP revision books (exam practice and revision guide) and practice all content

several times

• Create revision cards on the content of the exam, create a list of topics

• Make sure you have learned the Eatwell Guide, this is very useful for all nutrition questions
in the exam as it is visually clear and easy to understand

• Make sure you can give examples of recipes with methods as there will be a series of
questions following a visual stimulus as a reference to use to support your answer

• Do not leave any questions unanswered, even the smallest amount of information may
result in a few marks

• Read all 6-mark long answer questions carefully to analyse what the examiner actually wants
and then answer it, if the question is requiring a list, you can answer it using a bullet point, if
it is asking you to discuss, use PEE or A FORRESTER to formulate your answer

• Make sure you complete your LST quizzes on Microsoft Teams

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style homework questions on Microsoft Teams

• Create a ‘key vocabulary’ list and use them to test yourself or get other people to test you

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your teacher

• Practice long questions answers to time yourself; it is important that you manage your time

in the exam well

• Keep up to date with trends in making food, watch TV related shows for inspiration

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z8rqw6f/revision/1


French 

Examination Board: AQA 

Course Code: 8658 

Number of Papers: 4 

Length of Examinations: 

Exam Foundation Higher 

Listening 40 mins 50 mins 
Speaking 7-9 mins 10-12 mins 

Reading 45 mins 1 hour 
Writing 1 hour 5 mins 1 hour 20 mins 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination.

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations 

• Complete all homework given, they are designed to ensure you are using exam skills

• Use the AQA French revision guides for additional weekly revision

• Use This is Language for vocab, grammar, tenses and listening revision

• Complete The Ever Learner mini lessons online to brush up on vocabulary and grammar you

have been learning in lessons.

• Create mind maps of each Topic to consolidate key vocabulary

• Go back to your Year 9 learning review to assess your progress against the Y9 objectives

• Practise asking and answering each Key Question with a friend to develop

fluency/automaticity

• Use more complex synonyms in your Speaking and Writing, try not to repeat yourself

• Practise writing in 4 tenses: Past, Present, Future, Conditional. Include a variety of time

phrases

• Access websites below, choose one that you think would be more beneficial for revision:- www.languagesonline.org.uk

- www.language-gym.com

- www.quizlet.com

- www.memrise.com

- www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/

- www.fluentu.com/french/blog/french-podcasts/

• Attend lunchtime speaking interventions to increase your confidence in spontaneous spoken

French

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.language-gym.com/
http://www.quizlet.com/
http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/
http://www.fluentu.com/french/blog/french-podcasts/


Geography 

Examination Board: AQA 

Course Code: 8035 

Number of Papers: 3 

Paper 1 – Natural hazards, Living world, Physical landscapes in the UK 
Paper 2 – Urban issues and challenges, Changing economic world, Resource management 
Paper 3 – Unseen fieldwork, Issue evaluation 

Length of Examinations: 
Paper 1 – 1 hour 30 minutes, Paper 2 – 1 hour 30 minutes, Paper 3 – 1 hour 15 minutes 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination.

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Make sure you focus your revision from the very start of the course.  There is a lot of

knowledge to learn for the exams and you will find it easier if you keep your knowledge

“fresh” throughout the course.  There are several ways that we help you to do this:

o Low Stakes Testing on MS Teams and in-class.

o Knowledge organisers, exam guidance documents, model answers and old exam

papers on MS Teams.

o Lists of links to good online videos and other websites on MS Teams.

o You are supplied with a textbook for each section of the course and a revision guide.

• Pupils should complete all their homework on MS Teams before the deadline.  Teachers also

use your homework to find out what you need help with.

• You should create revision cards on each part of the course as we study them.  You can then

use these to revise and recreate them in Year Eleven as part of your revision.

• When answering practice questions make sure you read the command words carefully and

include specific knowledge and case study examples that are relevant to the question.

• When answering practice questions where you need to explain make sure you are fully

developing your points.

• When answering evaluative questions make sure you are writing both sides of the argument

and writing a conclusion following the PEE structure.

• When answering questions that involve figures make sure that you are referring to the figure

in your answer and using specific facts or data from the figure.

• Create “new words” lists as you learn.  There will be a lot of new vocabulary.

• Watch the news.  In geography we learn about a wide variety of countries as well as specific

case studied.  Watching the news will help you get used to the subject specific language we

use as well as give you background knowledge of what is going on in the world.

• Attend any additional support you are invited to such as after-school and half term

interventions or 1-2-1 support.



History 

Examination Board: AQA 

Course Code: 8145 

Number of Papers: 2 

Paper 1 – Conflict and Tension: The Inter-war Years 1939-1945 and Democracy and Dictatorship in 
Germany 1890-1945 
Paper 2 – Britain, Health, and the People c. 1000-Present Day and Elizabethan England 1558-1603 

Length of Examinations: 
Each paper is 2 hours long 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 examination 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Make sure you focus your revision from the very start of the course.  There is a lot of

knowledge to learn for the exams and you will find it easier if you keep your knowledge

“fresh” throughout the course.  There are several ways that we help you to do this:

o Low Stakes Testing in-class.

o Knowledge organisers, exam guidance documents, model answers and old exam

papers on MS Teams.

o Lists of links to good online videos and other websites on MS Teams.

o You are supplied with a textbook for each section of the course and a revision guide.

• Pupils are advised to pre-read the pages of the textbook that will be used each lesson.  This

helps your teachers to identify knowledge and skills that you need extra help with.

• Pupils should complete all their homework before the deadline.  Teachers also use your

homework to find out what you need help with.

• You should create revision cards on each part of the course as we study them.  You can then

use these to revise and recreate them in Year Eleven as part of your revision.

• When doing practice questions make sure you read them carefully and only use knowledge

that is relevant to the question.

• When explaining in exam answers you should make sure you explain how your evidence

answers the question.

• When using sources and interpretations, always make sure you use your own knowledge to

fact-check them.

• Create “new words” lists as you learn.  There will be a lot of new vocabulary.

• Watch the news.  Often, we learn about governments of the past.  Watching the news will

help you get used to the subject specific language we use.

• Attend any additional support you are invited to such as after-school and half term

interventions or 1-2-1 support.



Music 

Examination Board: OCR 

Course Code: J536 

Number of Units: 3 

Length of Examinations: 
1 hour 30 minutes 

Integrated portfolio - 30% (solo performance and free brief composition) 
Practical component - 30% (ensemble performance and set-brief composition) 
Listening and appraising - 40% (listening exam) 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination.

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Practise, practise, practise your performances and compositions at home.

• Use Garageband or VIP charanga to develop your music technology skills and compositions

at home

• Attend arranged interventions to work on your coursework.

• Do practise questions given to you by your teacher or in the exam questions guides you have

been given.

• Use the Revision worksheets and materials which your teacher has given you including Mr

Jarvis’ revision guide.

• Use the study guides you have been given for music from CGP and Rheingold.

• Create revision cards and use them to test yourself or get other people to test you

• Practise listening to music and describing to people using musical language. This can be

family members or friends.

• Make sure you complete your LST quizzes on Microsoft Teams

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style Homework questions on Microsoft Teams

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your teacher

• Know your weaker topic areas from your PPE and in class questions to focus your revision.



Separate Sciences – Biology, Chemistry and Physics 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Course Code:  
1BI0 – GCSE Biology  
1CH0 – GCSE Chemistry 
1PH0 – GCSE Physics 

Number of Papers: 6 

Length of Examinations: 
1 hour 45 minutes each 

Biology – Papers 1 and 2 
Chemistry – Papers 1 and 2 
Physics – Papers 1 and 2  

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 
examination. 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Complete your daily tasks on Tassomai.

• Watch the topic videos and then answer the multiple-choice questions and exam questions

on My GCSE Science. Mark your work and make a note of any mistakes you made.

• Make flash cards to memorise the basic key concepts in Biology and Chemistry.

• For the Physics papers, memorise the equation triangles using the rhymes. Make sure you

know what each letter stands for, and what its unit is.

• Complete the practice questions at the end of each topic in your Science CGP books. There

are also practice exam papers at the back of your CGP books. If your CGP book says

“Combined Science” on the front, please bring it into school (to your science teacher) and

swap it for the correct book.

• Practice past papers and exam style questions under exam conditions. Most importantly,

mark your answers using the mark schemes. Mistakes are good as you will learn from them

and never make them again! You can find these at https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/

• Google “GCSE Science video links sheet” and click the links to watch videos (made by

Edexcel) about the 8 Core Practical’s for each Science. Make sure you can write an

equipment list, a method and know the main conclusions of each required practical. Make

sure you can identify the control, independent and dependant variables in a core practical.

• Use the Revision worksheets and materials which your teacher has given you.

• Attend any extra before school/after school sessions you are invited to by your teacher

• In the exam, read all 6-mark long answer questions carefully to analyse what the examiner

wants and then answer it using bullet points.

• Ensure you have the correct equipment for the exam which includes pen, pencil, rubber,

ruler, and calculator.

https://www.physicsandmathstutor.com/


Sport and Fitness BTEC 

Examination Board: Pearson/Edexcel 

Course Code: 600/4779/3 

Number of Papers: 1 

Length of Examinations: 
75 minutes 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination.

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Create revision cards on all areas using the topic list and use them to test yourself or get
other people to test you

• Make sure you have learned what belongs on each list

• Use the revision materials which your teacher has given to you. These can also be found on
the Microsoft Teams page

• Use the covered writing style for any 2x2 or questions worth 3+ marks unless directed
otherwise

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style homework questions on Microsoft Teams

• Learn the definitions

• Attend the extra before school/after school sessions/holiday sessions you are invited to by
your teacher



Statistics 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

Course Code: 1ST0 

Number of Papers: 2 – (P1 & P2 Calculator) 

Length of Examinations: 
90 minutes, 80 marks each 

CHANGES TO THE CURRICULUM FOR 2024 EXAMINATION  

There are no changes to the specifications or curriculum for the Summer 2024 

examination. 

Advice on preparing for Mock Exams and Summer Examinations  

• Ensure you have the correct equipment for this exam which includes a black pen, HB pencil,

scientific calculator, and a ruler.

• Watch the revision strategies clips on the school website

• Use the textbooks you have been given, complete the following for chapters 1, 2, 3, 4:

o Check- in

o Strengthen

o Extend

o Unit test

• Become familiar with the formula sheet so you are aware of the formulae you are expected
to memorise.

• Make sure you complete your GCSE style homework questions.

• Create revision cards on the content covered in Units 1 to 4 and use them to test yourself or

get other people to test you

• Create a glossary of key definitions e.g. stratified sampling, quota sampling etc. and use

them to test yourself or get other people to test you

• Use MathsWatch : Login details: Username: SURNAMEFirstname@ssa , Password:radius

• Use the PowerPoints uploaded on Microsoft Teams to revise what you have learnt in your

lessons. This can be found in the team titled 10B-St1 (GR students) or 10B-St2 (UL students).

• Complete practise questions and exam papers from the following websites and mark them

using the mark scheme/worked solutions.

o www.statsgenie.com

o www.corbettmaths.com/contents/

o www.pearsonactivelearn.com

o https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/

http://www.statsgenie.com/
http://www.corbettmaths.com/contents/
http://www.pearsonactivelearn.com/
https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/


 

Sitting your exams 
 
The night before  
 

• Only attempt light revision from your revision notes, not any totally new revision.  
 

• Get all the equipment you need (4 black pens, 2 pencils, ruler, rubber, calculator, etc.) ready 
the night before. The last thing you want is to be rushing around looking for stuff in the 
morning.  

 

• Try to get a good night’s sleep – no computer games or late-night TV!  
 
On the day  
 

• Get up in plenty of time.  
 

• Make sure you have everything you need before you leave home.  
 

• If you want to, do some last-minute revision by flicking through your notes. 
 

• Make an agreement with your friend not to talk about the exam.  
 
Use your time wisely 
 

• Always take a watch with you.  
 

• Work out how much time you can devote to each question or section. Your teacher would 
have told you this already 

 

• As you take the exam you may find yourself falling behind schedule – don’t panic just work a 
little faster.  

 

• Don’t fall into the trap of spending most time answering the questions you know least 
about. Give them a go but don’t be afraid to move on. It is important that you try and 
answer all the necessary questions as in some exams the final questions carry the most 
marks 

 
Tackling the questions  
 

• Read every question at least twice.  
 

• Think about the question before you get into your answer.  
 

• Work out how long and detailed the answer needs to be by looking at the space you are 
given and the number of marks available.  

 

• For essay-type questions outline the main points you intend to include in your answer. 
Without an outline you are likely to stray from the point or forget important points.  

 

• Remember to stick to what the question is asking.  
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