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1st April 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
End of term update 
It has been another very busy but also very rewarding term here at Stratford School Academy.  
Once again, I’m pleased to report that our attendance has remained significantly above both 
local and national averages.  As promised, with the lifting of Covid restrictions, we can now 
offer a much wider range of trips and school events.  Some of the highlights of our ‘Education 
Beyond the Classroom’ offer this term have included the Year 7 History Trip to Canterbury, 
the Poetry Slam, the Science Fair and the Drama Production of the Grimm’s Tales.  You can 
read about all of these and much more in our newsletter which will be available through our 
social media channels and on the school website today. 
 
Covid 19 
Current Covid-19 measures, including access to free testing, came to an end on 31st March as 
part of the government’s ‘Living with Covid’ strategy.  However, the guidance still states that: 
‘Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home 
and avoid contact with other people, where they can. They can go back to school, college or 
childcare when they no longer have a high temperature, and they are well enough to attend.’ 
 
Attendance and punctuality 
The Department for Education expect all students to attend school at least 96% of the time.  
Our aim should be for 100% attendance, something almost half of the students at each site 
have achieved this term.  If your child’s attendance falls below 96%, the school will arrange to 
meet you to understand why your child is not attending school as often as they should and 
how it can be improved.  To help support your child to be in school every day, please ensure 
that: 

• Your child allows themselves enough time each morning to get to school 

• Non-emergency medical appointments are made outside of the school day 

• Routine dentist and optician’s appointments are made outside of the school day 

• You support your child to eat healthily and stay active, therefore making them less likely to 

become unwell. 

 
Breakfast Club 
Our breakfast club is available to all students from 8:00am until 8:35am each day in the 
canteen.   The food offer includes: 

• Bagels – free of charge to all students 

• Cereal (including porridge) – free of charge to all students 

• Cooked breakfast – free of charge to students who receive free school meals  
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Safeguarding 
A reminder of the safeguarding arrangements during the Easter break: 
 
If you have concern about a young person and wish to communicate with the safeguarding 
team, please email: safeguarding@stratfordschoolacademy.org 
 
Any student can email the safeguarding team through the following email: 
hearmeout@stratfordschoolacademy.org  
 
Otherwise, you can contact the school reception who will pass your concern on to the 
safeguarding team between the hours of 10am-3pm from the 4th April -14th April. 
 
Equipment 
A reminder that your child should bring the following to school every day in an appropriate 
school bag (large enough for an A4 folder): 
 

• Reading book 

• Student planner (with timetable stuck in) 

• Class workbooks and any textbooks 

• Pens (black and green) and a pencil 

• 30cm Ruler 

• Mini whiteboard and pen (provided by SSA) 

• Scientific calculator (Casio fx-83GT X)  

• PE Kit (only required on PE days) 

 
Uniform and Banned items 
You may have heard the Department for Education has issued new guidance for schools on 
uniforms.  We are pleased to say that we currently do not need to make any changes to our 
expectations around student uniform.  I’d like to take this opportunity to remind you of some 
additional aspects of student uniform: 
 
We do not allow our students to wear trainers: All shoes must be black leather school shoes. 
Blazers must be worn at all times.  Students may remove their blazer within a classroom 
having asked the teacher, and whilst completing physical activity during social times. Students 
must not wear any other item of clothing in place of a blazer. 
 
Coats must be plain black: If a student chooses to wear a coat, it must be plain black.  Coats 
must not be worn in place of a blazer and should only be worn over the top of the full school 
uniform and only when outside of the school building. 
 
Please can you ensure that your child is not bringing chewing gum or energy drinks into 
school as these will be confiscated and not returned.  We would also like to discourage 
parents from giving their children money as this increases the likelihood of it being spent in 
local shops to purchase these items along with excessive sweets or unhealthy snacks.  
Instead, we ask that you use our cashless catering facility, ParentPay, topping up your child’s 
account online for them to remove the temptation of unhealthy food in place of a high quality 
meal.  
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Behaviour expectations 
Our expectations regarding the behaviour of our students remain high and consistent to 
ensure a safe and orderly environment for all to learn in without disruption.  I would like to 
thank you for your support in encouraging your child to conduct themselves in a way that 
respects others, strives for excellence and ensures they take responsibility for their actions.  
Inside the classroom we continue to hold our five in-class expectations (ICEs): 
 

1. Arrive at lessons on time and equipped to do the work.  

2. Do the work set and achieve the success criteria.  

3. Respect the authority of staff and do what you are asked the first time.  

4. Contribute to every lesson and respect the contributions of others.  

5. Do not disrupt the lesson or other students’ learning.  

 
Around the school, our out of class expectations (OCEs) are:  
 

1. Move around the school and the site in a sensible way.  

2. Respect each other’s personal space and stick to a no physical contact rule.  

3. Talk to everyone in a polite and appropriate way.  

4. Look after the school and its facilities.  

5. Wear the uniform correctly to, from and at school.  

 
Reading and literacy 
We are encouraging reading in a variety of ways: all students are required to always carry a 
‘book in their bag’, students in Years 7-10 take part in Drop Everything And Read (D.E.A.R) 
every Tuesday and we are providing a range of interventions for selected students to help 
them improve their reading age. You would have also recently received a letter informing you 
of your child’s reading age and suggested strategies to support your child’s reading for 
pleasure. These include: 
 

• Encouraging your child to read for at least 30 minutes each day  

• Take an interest in what your child is reading by asking them about the plot and characters. 

• Encourage your child to take a digital break (especially before they sleep) and read instead.  

• Act as a role model - visit the library together and both choose a book.  

• Discuss the benefits of reading with your child 

 
Homework Club 
Homework can help build knowledge, improve achievement, and develop students' study 
skills. To help support students to complete all homework on time and to an excellent 
standard, we offer a supervised homework club each day from 3:00-4:00 pm in the reading 
room on each school site, your child will also be able to access a computer to complete any 
online homework. 
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SSA’s Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) 
We understand how important it is to work in an effective partnership with parents and the 
positive difference this can make to the progress and wellbeing of students. With this in mind, 
and with your help, we want to establish an SSA PTA to bring together parents, teachers and 
the local community to raise funds and support the school. 
 
You are automatically part of the SSA PTA as a parent or carer. However, there are many 
reasons why you may decide to take a more active role as a PTA volunteer. As a parent, you 
will get to know and work with other parents and staff in the school. You will be making a 
positive difference to the school community by helping with fundraising and events. You are 
also likely to get a degree of satisfaction and enjoyment from this experience. 
 
If you would like to find out more about becoming a PTA volunteer, please contact Ms Link by 
email at: e.link@stratfordschoolacademy.org. 
 
 
Start of next term 
The summer term starts on Tuesday 19th April, please ensure your child arrives by 8.35 am at 
the latest, in the correct uniform and fully equipped.  In the meantime, I hope you have a 
good Easter Break. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Craig Hewitt  
Head teacher 
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