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1st September 2022 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Re: Start of the new school year 
 
We hope you and your families have enjoyed the summer. We were delighted to celebrate a 
fantastic set of GCSE results with Year 11: 84% of students gained a pass (4+) in English and 
Maths and 72% gained strong passes (5+) in both subjects.   Overall 42% of all grades were 
9-7, 76% were 5+ and 87% were 4+.  Both boys and girls achieved well above national 
averages and girls achieved particularly highly, achieving close to a grade of progress above 
the average performance of all students nationally. We are confident that these outcomes 
will place SSA in the top 20% of schools nationally for student progress and most 
importantly they mean that our year 11 students have been able to access their chosen 
courses at the best sixth forms and colleges. Below are some reminders for the new term. 
 
Our school values 

We expect every member of our school community to exhibit our school values; Respect, 
Excellence and Responsibility.  Our whole-school rewards system recognises the students 
who consistently demonstrate these values in their conduct in the classroom, during social 
times and beyond the school day.  
 
Start of New Term 
The new school year will begin on Monday 5th September, with year groups starting at the 
following times: 
 

Year Group Gate Opens Start Time 

Year 7 08:10 08:40 

Year 8 11:10 11:20 

Year 9 11:10 11:20 

Year 10 12:50 13:00 

Year 11 12:50 13:00 

 
Uniform Expectations 
You can find detailed guidance on uniform via our website: 
www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/pupils/uniform 
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Some key points to consider when buying uniform for your child are: 

• Coats must be plain back.  Hoodies are not acceptable. 

• Shoes should be black leather school shoes.  Trainers are not acceptable.  Please look 

at the pictures on our website for guidance and contact the school if you are unsure 

about which shoes to buy.  

New Uniform Requirement: Iron-on Year Group Badges  
In recent years, students at Stratford School Academy have been required to wear a year 
group pin badge on their blazer lapel. However, we have noticed that a large number of 
students frequently lose or misplace these during break and lunchtimes and request a new 
one from the school office. To ensure that our students' year group remains identifiable at 
all times, we will now be introducing a more sustainable iron on year group badge. On the 
first day of term, all students at Stratford School Academy will be provided with their new 
iron on badge, as well as badge application instructions (for parental use).  We encourage all 
parents and carers to iron on their child's badge when they return home from their first day 
back. To ensure that each student has been able to apply their iron on badge successfully, 
form tutors will be checking in with their tutees throughout the first week of autumn term.  
 
Face coverings 
The requirement for students to wear face coverings in schools was removed some time 
ago.  At SSA we have adopted a very flexible approach to those students who wished to 
continue wearing them.  However, as we start the new school year we will now require a 
medical note to explain the reason why if your child needs to continue to wear a face 
covering.  
  

Arriving to school 
All students must be in their registration room each morning, ready to learn, by 8:40am.  To 
achieve this we would expect students to aim to arrive through the school gate before 
8:35am (breakfast is available and is free to students entitled to free school meals).  Any 
student arriving at or after 8:40am will complete an after-school detention which will 
increase in duration if they are late more than once during a given week. All students must 
arrive to school in their full school uniform.   
 
Equipment 
Again, there is a comprehensive list of what students need to bring to school each day on 
our website: www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/pupils/expectations-and-the-way-we-do-
things-here. Ensuring your child has an appropriate bag for their equipment is vital, students 
should also always carry a reading book with them.  It is important your child has a water 
bottle and fills it either before school or at break or lunch. 
 
Mobile phones and electronic equipment 
Whilst students are permitted to bring a mobile phone to school, it must never be seen or 
heard whilst on the school premises. Students can contact their parent on their mobile 
phone before entering or once exiting through the school gate, but it must be out of sight by 
the time they are walking onto the premises.  The same rule applies to headphones.  If seen 
or heard, mobile phones will be confiscated and will be returned on the next Friday by the 
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Head of House at the end of the school day.  As per our advice following the mobile phone 
consultation, we strongly advise all parents and carers to monitor their child’s use of a 
mobile phone, particularly by reviewing their use of social media and messaging apps and 
controlling the amount of screen time by ensuring students do not have access to their 
mobile phone late into the evening.  
 
Behaviour Expectations 
We will recap our key expectations around behaviour with students at the start of the year.  
It would be helpful if parents and carers could revisit the home-school agreement and 
reiterate the importance of good behaviour to maintain a safe and orderly environment 
conducive to learning.  Key reminders are that: 

• Chewing gum, sweets and energy drinks are not allowed in school and if seen will be 

confiscated and not returned 

• Headphones are not allowed in school 

Any student that does not meet these expectations will be reminded, then warned, before 
eventually being removed to ensure other students are not disrupted.  If removed, students 
will attend ‘Back on Track’ at the end of the school day which will last for up to 1 hour.  It is 
worth reminding your child that the vast majority of our students are able to meet our 
expectations and thus rarely, if ever, receive detentions.  We also give out several times as 
many merits as we do sanctions. 
 
Finally 
We are very excited about welcoming all of our students back to school next week and look 
forward to seeing them refreshed, fully-equipped and ready to learn. 
 
Best wishes, 

 

Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 

 

 


