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3rd February 2023 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Spring Term 1 Update 
 
It has been a bright and busy start to the year here at SSA as we build on our academic 
successes by adding an ever-widening range of activities to our ‘Education Beyond the 
Classroom’ programme. Some notable recent examples include hosting the Urban Debate 
League (and winning all of the contests!); hearing a talk and Q&A from satirist Ian Hislop; 
giving Year 5 students from a local primary school a brilliant taste of the SSA experience for 
a day, our first author visit – Yousra Iman – in our new library and a fabulous Winter Music 
concert.  Please do have a look at our clubs offer: Education Beyond the Classroom and 
encourage your child to get involved. 
 
Here are some general updates and things to be aware of over the coming weeks: 
 
Key Dates 
Monday 20th February: 2nd set of Year 11 mock exams start. 
Tuesday 28th February: Year 8 Parents’ Evening at UL 
Monday 20th March: Year 11 Parents Event – 10 Weeks to Make a Difference 
Thursday 23rd March: Poetry Slam 
Friday 31st March: Break up for Easter holiday. 
 
Attendance and punctuality 
Whilst all parents seem to recognise that high levels of attendance at school are essential 
for success, fluctuating levels of attendance suggest that on some occasions they are 
perhaps a little too ready to allow their children to stay at home. Please remember that 
holidays must not be taken during term time and routine appointments etc. should also be 
arranged outside of school hours. If a child is feeling slightly unwell, e.g. with a slight 
headache or temperature, they should be given some paracetamol/ibruprofen and sent to 
school. Most of the time they will be fine, and if they do worsen, we can contact you so they 
can go home. 
 
Similarly, a reminder that students are expected to be through the school gates by 8.35am 
so that they are guaranteed to be on time for registration/assembly at 8.40am. Many 
students seem to assume that arriving by 8.40am is ok and are therefore often late when 
they experience any kind of delay. 
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Parents’ Evenings 
Parents’ Evenings are an important opportunity for parents to speak directly to teachers 
about the progress your children are making. Feedback from those parents who have 
attended recent parents’ evenings has been overwhelmingly positive. However, we still 
have a concern that not all parents attend. We publish the dates well in advance: Calendar 
and would therefore urge all parents you have plans in place for any childcare requirements 
(or bring them with you) and changes to your normal working patterns to ensure you can 
attend. 
 
The remaining parents’ evenings this year are on the following dates are for Year 8 on 28th 
February and Year 7 which is currently being rescheduled due to it falling on a strike day. 
 
Strike action 
A reminder that the National Education Union is planning further days of strike action. The 
union is in dispute with the government over teachers’ pay, which has significantly reduced 
in real terms in recent years, and about overall funding for schools which has also reduced 
significantly in real terms. Therefore on 2nd, 15th and 16th of March the school is likely to be 
closed to the majority of students. I will update you on more specific plans for each day 
nearer the time. 
 
Equipment 
This is a reminder of the equipment your child must arrive to school with every day to 
ensure they are prepared to engage with their lessons. We expect every student to take 
responsibility for this and provide their own equipment.  

• School bag big enough for an A4 folder 

• School planner with timetable stuck inside.  

• Reading book 

• Class workbooks and any textbooks  

• Pens (black and green) and a pencil  

• 15 CM ruler  

• Scientific calculator – Casio fx-83GT X 

• School PE Kit 
 

From Monday 20th February we will be checking all students have a pencil case containing 
their pens, pencil, rule and calculator with them every day.  At the beginning of each lesson, 
students will all take both their pencil case and planner out of their bag and place it on their 
table, ensuring they are ready to learn.  
 
Please can I ask you to spend some time during the half term break checking your child has 
all the necessary equipment and is ready to return to school after the short break.   
 
Uniform 
I would also like to remind you of our expectations regarding uniform which can be found 
on our website.  Some keys I would like to highlight are: 

• Shoes – must be plain place, leather, school shoes.  Trainers are not permitted to be 
worn in place of school shoes.  

• Coat – must be plain black and removed on entry to the school building.  

https://www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/103/calendar
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• Blazer and tie – both must be worn during the school day and when travelling to and 
from school.  

• Hoodies and sports tops are part of our list of banned items and must not be 

brought to school.  

As always, thank you for your continuing support of the school.  I hope you and your families 
have a safe and pleasant half-term break and we look forward to seeing our students back 
at school by 8.35am on Monday 20th February. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
 
 

Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 
 


