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          4th January 2022 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Return to School – Covid-19 Updates 
 
I hope you and your families had a good Christmas holiday. As I'm sure you are aware the government has 
introduced a variety of new measures recently in response to the Omicron variant.  Some of these relate to 
schools, so I just want to update you on these and remind you of the things we can all do keep ourselves and 
each other as safe as possible. 
 
Face coverings 
The wearing of face coverings was re-introduced in communal areas of schools last half-term.  This has now 
been extended to classrooms until 26th January in the first instance.  Therefore, can you please ensure that 
your child brings a mask (plain, ideally blue or black) to school with them and also remind them of the 
importance of wearing it correctly (i.e. covering both nose and mouth).  Government guidance on exemptions 
is clear and refers to 'physical or mental illness or impairment or disability', or if wearing one will cause 
'extreme distress'.  If you think this criteria applies to your child, can you please contact their Head of House. 
 
Lateral Flow Testing 
Students (and indeed families) should continue to test twice a week.  Students whose parents have consented 
will receive an in-school test this week.  Any child who has been identified as a close contact of someone with 
Covid-19 should continue to attend school but should complete a lateral flow test each day for the next 7 days. 
 
Self-isolation 
The period of self-isolation has now been reduced to 7 days as long as your child has 2 negative lateral flow 
tests at least 24 hours apart on days 6 and 7. 
 
Students have responded really well thus far to the various measures we have had to put in place in response 
to Covid-19.  Last term attendance at SSA was significantly above both national and local averages; we will 
continue to do our best to keep students in school and learning. If there are any more updates to government 
guidance or anything changes at school, I will keep you informed as quickly as possible, please ensure you have 
downloaded the ParentMail App (available on the App Store and Google Play) and it is a good idea to follow us 
on social media. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support for the school. Take care and stay safe. 
 
Best wishes 

 
 
Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 
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