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7th October 2022 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Autumn Term Update 1 
 
Students have made a really good start to the new school year.  The atmosphere in school is 
currently really positive, particularly Year 11s who are highly focussed and taking full 
advantage of the many interventions on offer and also Year 7 who have made a great start. 
We have also received confirmation that our headline ‘Progress 8’ Score for 2022 will place 
us in the ‘well above average’ (i.e. the highest) category of schools when the league tables 
are published soon. Here are a few updates and reminders. 
 
Attendance 
A reminder that we do expect students to attend school on time (i.e.by 8.35am) every day.  
Analysis of our high-achieving Year 11 cohort this summer shows a clear link between 
attendance and exam success: students with over 95% attendance achieved on average a 
grade and a half higher in every GCSE than students with less than 85%.  Also, a reminder 
that we only authorise term-time leave in the most exceptional circumstances, and you 
should not make any firm plans (or buy tickets) before making a request to the school. 
 
After-school detentions 
Whilst the vast majority of our students are able to go straight home after school every day, 
we do keep a small number back when they have not met expectations.  Although it is not a 
legal requirement for schools to notify parents of detentions, we do endeavour to do so. 
However, due to the number of both students and after-school activities happening we 
cannot always guarantee this.   
 
Students making their own way to and from school 
Given most of our student live within walking distance of the school and have been 
attending for at the very least – for Year 7s – a few weeks, they really now should be making 
their own way to and from school to develop their sense of independence and 
responsibility. 
 
Cars at the Upton Lane site 
Our Grosvenor Road site has benefitted significantly from being part of the Safer Streets 
initiative, meaning it is car-free when students arrive at and leave school.  Unfortunately, a 
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similar scheme is not possible on Upton Lane, however following concerns raised by parents 
and local residents we have asked our School Police Officer, PC Garcia, to look into ways of 
making the area safer which I will update you on in due course.  In the meantime, I would 
ask parents to think carefully about whether it is really necessary to collect your child from 
school by car, and if you do so to be considerate of others with your parking and driving.   
 
Information evenings 
The feedback we have had from our recent Year 7, 10 and 11 Information Evenings has been 
overwhelmingly positive, for example 58% of parents rated the Year 7 evening 10/10.  If you 
were unable to attend the resources are available on our website via Supporting your child 
with Revision and you should be making plans to ensure you can attend the next parents 
evening as it is an expectation that you attend these events.  Details of upcoming school 
events can be found on our website via Calendar.  The next Parents’ Evening is for Year 11 
on 1st December.    
 
Library facilities 
Following works over the summer, we now have brand new library facilities on both sites 
and have also employed a librarian and librarian assistant. It's been great to see many of our 
students already taking advantage of these spaces as a comfortable place to read or 
complete homework during their breaks or before and after school. We are currently in the 
process of purchasing more books for the libraries and hope this will further encourage 
more of our students to read for pleasure. 
 
Winter clothing 
Now that we are beginning to see the colder, and wetter, weather setting in I would like to 
take this opportunity to remind parents that if students are wearing a coat, as part of our 
uniform expectations, it should be plain black.  We do not allow students to wear hoodies or 
sports jackets.   
 
Due to indoor space constraints, PE lessons will continue to be held outside in the cold 
weather or light rain.  Students may wear additional layers beneath their PE top to help 
them keep warm.  The additional layers must be a plain colour.  Further advice on this will 
be delivered to your child by the PE department.  
 
Banned items 
I would like to remind parents once again about our banned items.  Sweets, energy drinks, 
chewing gum and excessive unhealthy snacks are banned at Stratford School Academy.  As 
part of our approach to ensuring our students maintain a healthy lifestyle, we will conduct 
regular checks at random to ensure our students are not bringing these items to 
school.  Please support us in this by providing your child with healthy snacks to bring to 
school and by choosing to top up their canteen account online instead of providing them 
with money that could end up being spent in the local shops purchasing sweets.   
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As per the recent news articles, there has been a recent increase in the number of people, 
and particularly young people, engaging in vaping. I would like to remind parents that the 
legal age for vaping in the UK is 18 years old.  The recent guidance from medical 
professionals is that whilst vaping is reported as being less harmful than smoking cigarettes, 
it is still incredibly damaging to the body.  Please speak to your child about the dangers of 
vaping.  Any child found in possession of a vape will receive a significant sanction.  
 
Finally 
We break up for half term on Friday 21st October and return on Monday 31st.  Thank you for 
your continuing support for the school. 
 
 
Best wishes, 

 
 
 

 
Craig Hewitt  
Headteacher 


