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8th December 2021 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
End of Term Update 
 
Covid-19 Update 
Unfortunately, Covid-19 has once again become a significant issue with concern about the new 
variant Omicron. Whilst public health officials have stated it is too early to know if this variant is 
more transmissible, can cause more severe illness or is resistant to vaccines than other variants, as a 
precaution the government has re-introduced some of the Covid-19 measures that had previously 
been stepped down. The most notable of these is wearing masks in shops and on public transport. 
 
The Department of Education has also advised secondary schools that, unless they are exempt, all 
students, members of staff and visitors should wear a mask as they move around school buildings 
and when in social spaces. Therefore, we would ask that you encourage your child to bring a face 
mask to school with them. As has always been the case, those students who wish to continue to 
wear a mask in the classroom are allowed to do so. If we make any other changes due to the rapidly 
evolving situation, we will keep you updated. 
 
The DfE have also indicated that all students should have a lateral flow test when they return to 
school as tests administered by a trained person are more reliable. We have yet to receive any more 
information about these tests, but we are putting plans in place to ensure they happen smoothly. 
We will update you when we know more. 
 
The key reminders from health officials about what we can all do to minimise the spread of Covid-19 
are that anyone eligible for vaccinations and boosters should get these done and all family members 
should continue to do two lateral flow tests per week. 
 
Last day of term 
The last day of term will be 17th December. In recognition of student conduct and hard work in 
challenging circumstances this term it will be a non-uniform day to raise money for Newham Food 
Bank. Students will be dismissed at 12.20pm. 
 
Attendance and punctuality 
We expect students to attend every day and to be at school by 8.35am. Please remember the school 
is now open from 8am and breakfast is available. It is important that you continue to let us know if 
your child cannot attend due to illness, you need to do this by contacting 020 8471 2415 or by 
emailing stratford@stratfordschoolacademy.org   
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Reading 
We know that reading is the single activity which can have the largest impact on educational 
achievement. Research also suggests that reading a lot also has strong links with future career 
success, happiness, and general wellbeing. The Christmas holiday is an excellent opportunity to do 
some reading and our website has lots of advice and guidance of how you can support your children 
with this here: Supporting your child with Reading – Stratford School Academy 
 
As well as some links to recommended reading lists for each year group here: The School Reading 
List – Secondary KS3 and KS4 11-16 books list 
 
In addition, following the success of our summer reading initiative, we are providing all students 
with a book to read over the holidays: 
 
Year 7: 
• Some Places More than Others by Renée Watson 
• Private Peaceful by Michael Morpurgo 
 
Year 8: 
• Tightrope by Gillian Cross 
• Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 
 
Year 9: 
• Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
• Thief by Malorie Blackman 
 
Year 10:  
• I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 
 
Rewards at SSA 
As you know, this September we introduced a rewards system based on our school values: Respect, 
Excellence and Responsibility. I am delighted to share that the roll out of the rewards system has 
been a huge success, with recognition going to those meeting the expectations and embodying our 
school values outweighing those receiving behaviour points 4:1! In the final week of term, we will be 
celebrating the successes of our students in the form of our Celebration Assemblies. Rewards will be 
given to the top 10% of students receiving achievement points, with Gift Cards of varying values 
being presented to some of these students. We’re looking forward to continuing to build on this 
when we return in January, continuing to celebrate successes and recognise those who go above and 
beyond consistently.  
 
Homework 
We have made some significant improvements to our approach to homework, many of which have 
been based on the feedback received from parents including the introduction of a homework 
timetable, information on the website about homework in each subject and a homework club that 
now runs from 3:00-4:15 every day. For more details about these changes please see the letter 
Homework Review, Autumn Term 2021. 
 
Leading Parent Partnership Award 
The school is now working towards an award that recognises our partnership with parents. Some of 
the changes we have started to make include responding to parent feedback, holding information 
events for parents, and providing some beneficial training. We will be hosting a coffee morning with 
some advice on how to support your child’s well-being from 8:45-9:45 on Tuesday 14th December at 

https://www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/100/supporting-your-child-with-reading
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the Upton Lane site for parents of Year 10 and 11 students. If you are interested in attending this 
event, please email e.link@stratfordschoolacademy.org 
 
ParentMail 
Our most efficient way of communicating with parents and carers is through ParentMail. Whilst 
many parents have signed up for this a few still haven’t, meaning you may miss out on some 
important communications from us. To set this up you just need to download the App from the App 
Store or the Google Play Store and sign in using the email you provided to the school office.  If you 
have any problems doing this, please contact us via stratford@stratfordschoolacademy.org 
 
Second-hand Uniform 
We will be setting up a facility to sell second-hand uniform to students joining Stratford School 
Academy in 2022. 
 
If your child has outgrown any items of their school uniform and you would like to donate this to be 
sold as second-hand, please bring your items into the school office. Proceeds from any second-hand 
uniform sales will be directed to a selected charity at the end of each term.  
 
More information on how current families can purchase second-hand uniform will follow in the new 
year.  
 
Winter Music Concert 
The Winter Music Concert is taking place on Tuesday 14th December-5:30pm-7:30pm at the Upton 
Lane Site. However, due to the current Covid-19 situation, we are limiting the number of people who 
can attend the concert. Therefore, only parents of students performing will be invited to attend. 
Students who are not performing are not permitted to attend. The music department will be in 
touch with the parents of students performing to offer an invitation to attend the concert.  
 
Finally 
School starts again on Tuesday 4th January. We look forward to seeing your children bright and early 
by 8.35am. In the meantime, I hope you all have a safe, peaceful, and relaxing Christmas holiday. 
 
Best wishes,  
 

 
 
Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 
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