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9th January 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: Year 11 Attendance 

With the first GCSE exam only 5 months away, we will be working to ensure we are doing all we can 
to support your child to do the best they can in their GCSEs. At this particularly important time in 
your child’s school career, I wanted to clarify the expectations we have of Year 11 students around 
attendance and what we will be doing as a school to support your child with these expectations. 
Your role as parents, working in partnership with the school, cannot be understated.  

Attendance: Expectations and Impact 
Those of you who attended the Year 11 Parent Information Evenings will remember the statistics 
shared regarding the link between school attendance and performance in GCSE exams. Students 
with over 95% attendance at Stratford School Academy did one whole grade better across all their 
subjects than similar students nationally in 2022. This is because when students are not in school to 
access lessons, content is missed, thus creating gaps in student knowledge. If students have gaps in 
knowledge, they may not be able to answer questions on the GCSE exam. Therefore, students must 
be in school every day to ensure they have above 95% attendance to perform the best they can in 
their GCSE exams.  

Catch-up Prep 
To support students with this and ensure they do not have any gaps in knowledge due to non-
attendance at school we are introducing catch-up Prep for Year 11 students. This will be time that 
students will be catching up on work for the days of school missed. Due the importance of this time 
in their school career, catch-Up Prep will be compulsory for any non-attendance of a whole school 
day. The catch-up hours will be issued in the following way: 
 

• One day missed will be 1 hour of catch-up Prep the following Tuesday.  

• Two or more days missed will be 1 hour of catch-Up on the following Tuesday along with an 
additional hour on the following Thursday.  

• A week missed will be as above with another additional hour on the Friday, totalling three 
hours of catch-up Prep over the week.  

 
If your child is off school you can expect them to have catch-Up Prep the following week, however 
you will also be notified by receiving a text each day as a reminder.  
 
The system for catch-up PREP will start from the 9th January 2023, with catch-up Prep hours being 
issued from the week beginning the 16th January 2023.  
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Attendance calls 
To further support you with ensuring your child attends school, students with below 95% attendance 
will be receiving a call home each week until their attendance moves above 95%. This is so we can 
work in partnership with you as parents to see if there is anything we can further do to support you 
and your child with their attendance. We have assigned two members of staff who will be leading on 
improving Year 11 attendance and punctuality. This will be Ms T Khan at Grosvenor Road and Miss S 
Charmon at Upton Lane. Please contact them in the first instance if you have an issue regarding 
attendance for your child.  
 
Revision 
Our theme for this term is revision, with students being taught a range of the most effective revision 
techniques and how to organise their revision ready for the GCSE exams. In line with this we are 
running a parent information workshop at 4pm on Monday 23rd January entitled ‘How to effectively 
support your child with revision’ at the Upton Lane building. I would like to take this opportunity to 
invite you to the informative and interactive evening.  
 
Mock exams 
The final round of Mock exams will be taking place on the first day back after half term on the 20th 
February. Please ensure your child is revising from now. Students will be issued the mock exam 
timetable nearer the time.  

As always, thank you for your continuing support of the school and please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you have any questions or concerns.  

Best wishes,  

 

Joshua Jarvis 
Assistant Headteacher 


