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10th December 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Re: Year 11 Update following Parents’ Evening 

Thank you to all the parents who attended Year 11 Parents’ Evening virtually last week. We hope you 
got the key information needed from your child’s subject teachers and clear guidance on how they 
can improve leading up to the GCSE exams in the summer. Please find below some useful 
information and guidance on how you can best support your child in their GCSE’s and what students 
should be completing over the winter holiday break. 
 
Revision 
Our focus with Year 11 next term is revision. We will be hosting several events, including parent 
events, to support student revision. In line with this, students should be engaging with 3-4 hours of 
revision a day during the winter holiday break. Here are some ways you can support:  
 

• Make a plan /revision timetable – www.getrevising.co.uk has a great tool for doing this 

under the ‘create a revision timetable’ tab. 

• Be active – Psychologist Daniel Willingham says, ‘memory is the residue of thinking’, the 

more you actively think about something, the more likely it is to lodge in the memory. For 

example: highlighting text isn’t very effective whereas answering test questions and then 

reviewing the ones you got wrong is. 

• Do it frequently – Students should be doing some revision every day. Revisiting topics is also 

good for memory consolidation. 

• Do it in short spells – Ideally around 20-30 minutes before a short break and/or change of 

activity. 

• Ask to see the evidence – Your son/daughter should be producing notes, revision cards, 

mind maps, etc. or you can look at what they are meant to have revised and test them on it. 

• Test your child – A good way to engage with your child to support their revision is to use 

their revision cards and mind maps to test them. This retrieval practice supports moving 

information from short-term to long-term memory.  

Revision resources 
An electronic version of previous materials distributed by the school and information booklets can 
be found within the Supporting your child with Revision page on the school website. You will also 
find here advice on ways you can support your child with revision. Further videos and resources to 
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support your child with revision can be accessed via the Exams and Revision page on the school 
website. 
 
Mock exams (PPEs) 
The final set of mock exams will be starting from Monday 21st February 2022. The timetable of 
exams will be shared with students nearer the time. We would strongly encourage students to start 
getting organised and focused about their revision now.   
 
Interventions 
Subject interventions are taking place. Students have been informed by their tutor and subject 
teachers which interventions they should be attending. The next round of intervention selection will 
occur the week beginning 24th January 2022. The full timetable of interventions can be accessed via 
the Exams and Revision page on the school website. 
 
Support with stress 
We understand that Year 11 can sometimes be an anxious time for some students. It is natural for 
students to be a little nervous about the upcoming exams, indeed some level of stress is actually 
good for ensuring optimal performance, though obviously not too much.  The best way of lowering 
stress levels is to be in control of the situation, this means being organised, knowing what they will 
be examined on, starting revision early, etc.  If anxiety is making life difficult for your child do 
encourage them to speak to someone – you, a friend or someone at school. You can find support 
and advice on dealing with exam stress within the Supporting your child with Revision page on the 
school website. 
 
Post 16 Progression 
Year 11 students have been engaging fully in their Career choices and College applications which has 
been our focus for this term. Students should now be applying to several colleges with their 
completed personal statements.  For more information, please look at the Careers section on the 
school website for important dates related to Post 16 options. If you have any further questions 
regarding college applications please contact your child’s form tutor or our Careers lead, Mr Bland.  

As always, thank you for your continuing support of the school and please do not hesitate to contact 
us if you have any questions or concerns. We will contact you in the new year with an update on 
how Year 11 are doing as a whole year group and more specified support. For now, have a wonderful 
winter break.  

Best wishes,  

 

Joshua Jarvis 

Assistant Headteacher 
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