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14th December 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: End of term and start of next term 
 
Firstly, thank you for your cooperation and understanding as we have needed to respond to the 
inclement weather conditions in recent days.  We always aim to keep the school open if we can and 
a number of staff have made herculean efforts to ensure they have made it in to work this week.  
Unfortunately, a significant number of students were absent on Tuesday, in spite of a later opening 
time to allow for travel and weather disruption. I would like to remind parents we will be teaching 
normal lessons right up until lunchtime on Friday and that students should be attending school every 
day. 
 
Last Day of term 16th December 
Again, this will be a fundraising non-uniform day. This is a reward for the hard work of our students 
during this term but also an opportunity to raise some money for our chosen charity Place2Be. 
Please do ensure that if your child is enjoying the reward of wearing their own clothes that they are 
also able to make an appropriate donation. This day is also a half day, so students will have three 
lessons as per their timetable and break time before being dismissed between 12:20pm and 
12:30pm.  Students must bring their school bag with all necessary equipment, including their PE Kit if 
they have PE, to complete their lessons.  We will be advising all students to make their way home 
immediately after they are dismissed. 
 
A reminder of activities and support available over the holidays 
You can find information about the Newham Holiday Activities and Food programme here:  
Newham: London – Winter 22-23 Activities Programme 
 
Activities during the Christmas holiday 
There are lots of things you can do to encourage your children to consolidate and extend their 
learning over the holidays. All our subject pages on our website have Curriculum Maps which give 
subject specific suggestions for each unit of work. Other things you may wish to look at include: 
The Royal Institution: Christmas Lectures 
GCHQ: The #GCHQChallenge is here! 
National Literacy Trust: The Twelve Days of Reading for Wellbeing  
 
Reading 
The winter break is a good opportunity to do some reading.  Local libraries are warm spaces and 
have great selections of books. There is lots of advice about how you can support your child with 
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their reading along with age-related reading lists on our website here: Stratford School Academy: 
Supporting your child with Reading 
 
Leading Parental Partnerships Award (LPPA) 
The school are continuing to work towards the Leading Parental Partnerships Award (LPPA). We 
recently had a visit from an external advisor who was impressed with the improvements to our 
communication and engagement with parents, including our coffee mornings, frequent updates on 
our social media pages, parental surveys, the quality of information provided on the 
website/parental events and the work being done with the PTA. In the New Year, we will be looking 
at ways to further engage and work with parents. If you are interested in joining our PTA or have any 
suggestions on ways, we could further improve our partnership with parents, please contact Ms E 
Link, Assistant Headteacher at e.link@stratfordschoolacademy.org. 
 
Wellbeing Award for Schools  
The school are continuing to work towards the Wellbeing Awards for Schools (WAS). We recently 
had a visit from an external advisor who is extremely impressed with the progress we have made as 
a school towards changing the culture and ethos towards wellbeing and mental health. We are one 
of the schools in Newham who work closely with the Newham Mental Health Service team. In 
January 2023 we would like to welcome our new Educational Mental Health Practitioner, Samia 
Benfares who will be offering 1:1 communication, guided self-help, workshops and intervention 
around wellbeing and mental health. If you have any questions about wellbeing and mental health, 
please contact Ms N Khan, Associate Assistant Headteacher and Head of Curie at 
n.khan@stratfordschoolacademy.org. 
 
Termly Newsletter 
As always, our termly newsletter will be published on the last day of term. The newsletter will 
provide all parents/carers with news and highlights from the Autumn Term as well as suggested 
activities and resources for the winter break.  
 
Upcoming key dates 
Wednesday 4th January Start of Spring Term 
Tuesday 10th January Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Monday 16th January Year 9 Options Evening GR 
Tuesday 17th January Year 9 Options Evening UL 
Monday 23rd January Year 11 Parents – ‘How to Revise’ Evening 
Tuesday 24th January Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
Tuesday 31st January Winter Concert UL 
 
Finally thank you for your continuing support for the school.  Have a safe, warm, and restful break 
and we look forward to seeing students back at school by 8.35am on Wednesday 4th January. 
 
Best wishes, 

 
 
Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 
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