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17th February 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Welcome back and focus on our core value of Responsibility 
 
One of the key functions of a secondary school education is to enable students to increasingly take 
responsibility for their actions, thus preparing them for the adult world.  This is the reason that, 
along with excellence and respect, responsibility is one of our core values here at SSA and is 
something we are really going to focus on this coming half term.   
We will be emphasising to students the things they need to be responsible for and sharing strategies 
for ways in which they can ensure they do this well. I am sharing these with you so that you can help 
support the school, so that together we can ensure SSA students thrive and achieve. 
 
Punctuality 
 
A good start to the day is really important and being on time (or ideally early) for school really helps. 
Students should be in school by 8.35am and will be marked late (and thus receive a detention) if 
they arrive at 8.40 or later. Being organised is key to being punctual.  Students should check their 
bag is packed the night before and ensure they set their alarm (ideally a clock rather than using a 
phone which shouldn’t be in their room overnight) and ensure they get to bed at a sensible time. 
You can find more tips on this here:  
 
NHS: Sleep Tips for Teenagers 
 
It is also important that students take responsibility for planning their journey to school.  This also 
means building in some time for potential delays.  It is much better to do this and be early, the 
school is now open from 8am, breakfast is available – free to students who receive free school meals 
and porridge is free for everyone – and there are places where students can read and complete 
work. 
 
Equipment 
 
Again, secondary school-age students should be able to take on the responsibility for ensuring they 
are fully equipped. This means checking they have all the correct equipment and ensuring anything 
that is lost or runs out is replaced swiftly. A full list of equipment can be found via the Expectations 
page on our school website: Expectations 
 
It is important that each student has a hard copy of their timetable as use of phones in the school is 
very limited and therefore students cannot rely on their phone to check their timetable. 
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Homework 
 
We have had a big focus on this recently as the evidence from research is very clear that homework 
has a significant positive effect for secondary school students. 
 
Research findings: Education Endowment Foundation: Homework 
 
Students should be using their planners to record all of their homework and to help them plan when 
to do it.  Parents can help by checking their planners and asking to see the completed homework.  
You can find details of the homework for each subject each half term on the subject page in the 
curriculum section of the website: Curriculum: Subjects 
 
We also have a Homework Club in the Library and IT rooms on each site running every day after 
school. If a student does not complete their homework (either at all or to a sufficient standard) they 
will receive a ‘prep’, this means they will need to stay behind after school to complete the work. If 
your child does get ‘prepped’ please do speak to them about the importance of being organised and 
completing their homework on time and to the best of their ability. 
 
We know that getting these things right each and every day will make a big difference to what 
students can achieve in the long term. As one of the quotes that students chose to put on our walls 
at schools says:  
 
‘We are what we repeatedly do. Excellence, then, is not an act but a habit’ – Aristotle 
 
Or as more contemporary thinker James Clear puts it: 
 
‘Success is a product of daily habits – not once-in-a-lifetime transformations.’ – James Clear 
 
So, getting the basics right – something most of our students do most of the time – is key to success 
at school and in life generally. We will be focusing on ensuring students get these daily habits right in 
school, I know we will be able to count on your support at home.  
 
I hope you have a good half-term break; school starts again on Monday 21st February.  We look 
forward to seeing your child in school by 8.35am, fully equipped and ready to learn. 
         
Best wishes, 

 
 
 
 

Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 
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