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22nd March 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 

Re: Update to Year 11 

Your child has recently been given their final progress report detailing their mock exam 
results, predicted grades and attitude to learning. Students have been working hard and 
have shown some great improvements since the last mock exams. With only a few weeks 
left until the first GCSE exam, it is a really important time to encourage your child to keep up 
the hard work for the final push. We have emphasising with Year 11 students that although 
there is only short amount of time left before that first GCSE, there is still time to make a 
difference and improve further. Please find below some useful information and guidance on 
how you can best support your child in their GCSEs and what students should be completing 
over the easter break and in the lead up to the exams.  
 
Revision 
Our focus with Year 11 last term was revision. We hosted several events, including a parent 
coffee morning, to support student revision. In line with this, students should be engaging 
with 3-4 hours of revision a day during the Easter holiday break. Here are some ways you 
can support:  
 

• Make a plan /revision timetable - www.getrevising.co.uk has a great tool for doing 

this under the ‘create a revision timetable’ tab. 

• Be active – psychologist Daniel Willingham says ‘memory is the residue of thinking’ – 

so the more you actively think about something the more likely it is to lodge in the 

memory, so highlighting text isn’t very effective whereas answering test questions 

and then reviewing the ones you got wrong is. 

• Do it frequently – students should be doing some revision every day. Revisiting 

topics is also good for memory consolidation. 

• Do it in short spells - ideally around 20-30 minutes before a short break and/or 

change of activity. 

• Ask to see the evidence – your son/daughter should be producing notes, revision 

cards, mind maps, etc. or you can look at what they are meant to have revised and 

test them on it. 
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• Test your child- A good way to engage with your child to support their revision is to 

use their revision cards and mind maps to test them. This retrieval practice supports 

moving information from short-term to long-term memory.  

 
Revision resources 
An electronic version of previous materials distributed by the school and information 
booklets can be found under the ‘Supporting your child with Revision’ tab of the ‘Parent’ 
section on the school’s website. You will also find here advice on ways you can support your 
child with revision. Further videos and resources to support your child with revision can be 
found here: www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/85/exams-and-revision  
 
Advance information 
Exam boards have released information for some subjects to help focus revision in the lead 
up to the GCSE exams. This advance information gives the topics that will come up on the 
exam whilst not giving away which specific questions will be on the exam. This is key 
information, as your child should be focusing all their revision on these topics. Students will 
also be provided with formula sheets to take into the Mathematics and Science exams. You 
can access all the advance information here: www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/85/exams-
and-revision  
 
GCSE Exam Schedule 
Students will receive their final personalised exam schedules soon. In the meantime, 
parents can access the full timetable of exams here: 
www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/85/exams-and-revision. The first full exam is Monday 
16th May with the final exam on Friday 24th June.  
 
Interventions 
Subject interventions are taking place. The new round of interventions started this week, 
and your child will have a letter for you detailing which interventions they should attend if 
selected. Students have also been informed by their tutor and subject teachers which 
interventions they should be attending.  The full timetable of interventions can be viewed 
here: www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/85/exams-and-revision.  
 
Support with stress 
We understand that Year 11 can sometimes be an anxious time for some students. It is 
natural for students to be a little nervous about the upcoming exams, indeed some level of 
stress is actually good for ensuring optimal performance, though obviously not too much.  
The best way of lowering stress levels is to be in control of the situation, this means being 
organised, knowing what they will be examined on, starting revision early, etc.  If anxiety is 
making life difficult for your child do encourage them to speak to someone – you, a friend or 
someone at school. You can find support and advice on dealing with exam stress here: 
www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/99/supporting-your-child-with-revision  
 
Post 16 Progression 
Year 11 students have been engaging fully in their Career choices and College applications 
with many of our students being offered college places. If your child has not applied to any 
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colleges, it is vital they do so as a matter of urgency.  For more information, please look at 
the ‘Careers’ section on the school website for important dates related to Post 16 options. If 
you have any further questions regarding college applications, please contact your child’s 
form tutor or our Careers lead, Mr Bland.  
 
As always, thank you for your continuing support of the school and please do not hesitate to 
contact us if you have any questions or concerns.  

Best wishes,  

 

Joshua Jarvis 
Assistant Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 


