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23rd May 2022 
 

 
 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re:  Summer Term Update 
 
As ever there are lots of exciting things happening here at Stratford School Academy.  This 
term we are really seeking to highlight our key values of respect, excellence and 
responsibility.  This means both students and staff showing respect for themselves, their 
surroundings and each other; striving for excellence in every aspect of school life and taking 
responsibility for our actions.  As the first half of the summer term draws to a close I am 
writing to update you on key issues and developments. 
 
Year 11 Exams and Beyond 
Year 11 students are following the school motto ‘dare to be wise’ and have made an 
excellent start to their exams.  They have had great support from staff who continue to run 
intervention sessions before and after school as well as on Saturdays and during the 
holidays.  This means students have had more support than ever before and we feel sure 
this will translate into excellent grades.  Mr Jarvis will be writing to Year 11 parents shortly 
about the arrangements for collecting results on Thursday 25th August.  We are also busy 
planning prom celebrations, more details to follow soon. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality 
A reminder that it is a legal requirement that children attend school.  We aim for students having 
100% attendance with 95% seen as the minimum below which we will start to intervene in a range 
of ways.   School is open from 8am (earlier at the moment for Year 11s who want to revise) and 
breakfast is available.  To help support your child to be in school every day, please ensure that: 
 

• Your child allows themselves enough time each morning to get to school by 8.35 at the latest 
even if they are delayed 

• Non-emergency medical appointments are made outside of the school day 

• Routine dentist and opticians appointments are made outside of the school day 

• You support your child to eat healthily and stay active, therefore making them less 
likely to become unwell. 
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Covid-19 
We have had very few cases in the school for quite some time.  Government guidance for 
schools in place since February regarding face covering has been: 
 
‘Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors in classrooms or 
communal areas.’ 
 
We have allowed students who still wanted to wear masks to do so, however the low case 
numbers alongside the guidance mean that wearing a face-covering is no longer advisable.  
If you feel there is a specific medical reason why your child needs to continue wearing a 
mask next half-term could you please contact their Head of House to discuss this. 
 
Uniform and Equipment reminders 
Full details of our uniform can be found on the uniform page of our website.  We are hoping 
our newly-formed PTA will soon be in the position to begin to facilitate second hand 
uniform sales, with more information following from them soon.  If any parent is finding 
providing uniform for their child difficult, please contact your child’s Head of House. 
 
As the warm weather becomes more frequent we are seeing fewer coats brought to 
school.  However, I would like to remind you that if your child does require a coat, it should 
be plain black and worn over the top, and never instead of, their blazer.  We have recently 
seen a small number of students arriving to school wearing black Adidas jumpers as 
‘coats’.  These are not coats and are not permitted to be worn to school and therefore will 
be confiscated if seen.  We are beginning to notice a small number of students wearing their 
black jumper in place of their blazer. Our expectation is that the jumper is an addition that 
should only ever be worn under, and never instead of, the blazer.  We do allow students to 
remove their blazers in classrooms, which are air-conditioned. 
 
The full equipment list is available on our school website.  Every child should be taking 
responsibility by arriving to school equipped to learn.  Please ensure you support your child 
in doing this by checking their equipment regularly. 
 
Student Organisation – using planners effectively 
The student planner is designed to help students organise their time effectively, so that they 
can produce their homework to an excellent standard without having to rush. Students have 
the responsibility to record all homework in their planner, please encourage your child to do 
this and check and sign your child’s planner once a week.   
 
New library Facilities for September 
We are currently planning some enhancements to the school estate, these will include new 
library facilities on each site.  We are working on the layout and design for these, with of 
course some input for students.  These spaces will enable students to have access to a wide 
range of reading material as well as providing a quiet indoor place to read and study at 
social times and before and after school.  We look forward to updating you about these 
developments soon.  In the meantime please remember that students should always have a 
‘book in their bag’ and be encouraged to read as widely and frequently as possible. 
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Homework Club 
Homework can help build knowledge, improve achievement outcomes, and develop 
students' study skills. To help support students with completing homework on time and to 
an excellent standard, we offer a supervised homework club each day from 3:00-4:00pm in 
the reading room on each school site, your child will also be able to access a computer to 
complete any online homework. 
 
Education Beyond the Classroom 
We are always reviewing and updating our Education Beyond the Classroom offer, details 
about after school activities can be found via ‘Education Beyond the Classroom’ 
 
Start of next half-term 
The second half of the summer term starts on Monday 6th June, please ensure your child 
arrives by 8.35am at the latest, in correct uniform and fully equipped.  In the meantime, I 
hope you have a good half-term break. 
 
Best wishes,  
 

 
 
Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 

https://www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/91/education-beyond-the-classroom

