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25th April 2022 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Welcome to Summer Term 1 and Eid Closure 
 
A warm welcome to Summer Term 1 at Stratford School Academy. I hope that this letter 
finds you and your family well-rested after the Easter break.  
 
As you saw from our latest newsletter, the rich experience of life at Stratford School 
Academy has well and truly blossomed this academic year. As we enter the new term, 
myself and all the staff here are busy developing the summer calendar to provide our 
students with even more educational opportunities to complement their timetabled 
lessons.  
 
Eid Closure 
As per our term dates for the year, the school will close on Tuesday 3rd May and 
Wednesday 4th May to enable staff and students of our community to celebrate Eid.  We 
felt it really important after the disruptions of Covid over the last two years to enable 
families to spend this time together, and therefore had planned these days from the 
beginning of the year based on the assumption that Eid would fall on Monday or Tuesday.  
We also realise that given the proximity to the exams that some Year 11 students may wish 
to attend on those days and therefore we will be providing some taught sessions alongside 
the opportunity to come in and study on both days for Year 11s, Mr Jarvis will be writing to 
Year 11 parents separately about this.  A reminder that details of term dates and any INSET 
days, etc. can be found on the school website via Term Dates. 
 
Revised Covid-19 guidance 
The government has issued renewed Covid -19 guidance.  There is a summary here: What to 
do if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) or symptoms of COVID-19 - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 
There is no longer a requirement to test if someone has Covid-19 symptoms.  Children are 
now recommended to isolate for 3 days and there is no requirement for a negative lateral 
flow test to cease isolation. 
 
Education Beyond the Classroom Challenge 
From debate to public speaking, to gaining places on the prestigious ‘Universify’ 
programme, our students have already been achieving great things… and we’re only 5 days 
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in. However, whilst some are going above and beyond to excel, I know that many of our 
students are not yet making the most of our Education Beyond the Classroom offer. As you 
know, one of our three school values is ‘Responsibility’, as such, I would like to challenge all 
students to take responsibility for their own learning and attend at least one after school 
activity until the end of term. Details regarding after school activities can be found via 
‘Education Beyond the Classroom’.  
 
Parent Survey 
Thank you to all of those parents who recently completed our annual parent survey.  
Feedback was very positive with the vast majority of parents rating our provision as good or 
very good and the majority of parents also saying they think the school is improving.  Of 
course, it was usefully highlighted that we could do some things better and once we have 
analysed the findings in more detail I will report back to parents the actions we are taking. 
 
Mobile phone consultation 
A reoccurring theme in the feedback from the recent Parent Survey was concerns regarding 
the amount of time students are using their mobile phones and, that the rules regarding 
mobile phones here at Stratford School Academy are enabling additional screen time. We 
have recently surveyed a sample of our cohort about their relationship with their mobile 
phone and will be sharing some of the results with you shortly.  Please look out for a parent 
consultation which will be sent out this week regarding proposed changes to our 
expectations regarding the use of mobile phones and we would like to encourage you all to 
respond to this.  
 
Reading 
We have purchased a range of new books for students to borrow which will be accessible to 
all students shortly.  Recommended reading lists for your child’s reading age will also be 
distributed later in the term to encourage all students to read widely and more often, these 
can already be found on the school website via Supporting your child with Reading.  
 
Students will also be encouraged to participate in our summer term reading challenge, 
please ensure that you encourage your child to participate in this. This challenge involves 
students working their way through a checklist of books. Certificates and prizes will be 
handed out to students who do this successfully.  
 
We are also excited to be launching The Wise Reader Book Club on Tuesday 10th May. The 
Wise Reader Book Club is open to any student in years 7-10 and will take place every 
Tuesday: 
 

The Wise Reader Book Club – Tuesdays  

School Site Week Time Location 

Grosvenor Road 1 3:15-4pm Library 

Upton Lane 2 3:15-4pm Library 

 
This club gives students the opportunity to discuss their favourite books, offer their opinions 
on themes that have been covered in specific books and read together.  Please ask your 
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child to speak to Ms Link for more details and encourage your child to attend, alternatively 
email e.link@stratfordschoolacademy.org  
 
And finally 
This term our key focus will be on supporting Year 11 students through their exams whilst 
also ensuring all the other year groups make maximum progress.  As ever ensuring that your 
child attends every day, arrives at school punctually (i.e., by 8.35 at the very latest), is in 
their correct uniform and is fully equipped and follows our key expectations not only means 
that they have a really positive experience but also that staff can focus all of their efforts on 
ensuring students experience excellent lessons.  Your continued support with this is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
Best wishes,  
 

 
 
Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 
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