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30th November 2022 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Re: Autumn Term 2 Update 
 
As we approach the end of term a lot has been happening here at SSA and I wanted to take this 
opportunity to share some reminders and updates with you. 
 
Upcoming key dates 
Tuesday 13th December – Winter Concert 
Wednesday 4th January – Start of Spring Term 
Tuesday 10th January – Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
Monday 16th January – Year 9 Options Evening GR 
Tuesday 17th January – Year 9 Options Evening UL 
Monday 23rd January – Year 11 Parents – ‘How to Revise’ Evening 
Tuesday 24th January – Year 9 Parents’ Evening 
 
Year 11 
Year 11 have had a busy term with mock exams, college applications as well as continuing to prepare 
for their GCSEs next summer. We are proud of how well the students took on the mock exams with 
students receiving their mock exam results last week. You should now have a copy of that progress 
report, along with a parent pack of how to support your child, that was given to you at parents 
evening.  Mr Jarvis will be sending a letter to Year 11 parents before the end of term updating them 
on what Year 11 students should be doing over the winter break.  
 
School performance 
As I am sure you already know we are very proud of the GCSE results our students achieved this 
year. The DfE has just published some more detailed data which confirms the excellent progress our 
students have made and also now tells us that a number of subject areas have now moved into the 
highest quintile for progress. If you have not already read our very positive Ofsted report it is now 
available on their website here: https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/23/136978 and you can get a 
detailed overview of our performance at: https://www.gov.uk/school-performance-tables 
 
Support during the cost-of-living crisis 
You should have recently received a letter outlining help and guidance around the cost-of-living 
crisis. You can find guidance from Newham and support from Stratford School Academy within the 
letter here: 24.11.2022 – Letter to Parents – Cost of Living Crisis – Support for Parents/Carers 
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Uniform reminders 
You can find details of our uniform here: 
https://www.stratfordschoolacademy.com/87/uniform?search=uniform 
 
Please remember that any coat must be plain black and as we have a ‘no hoods up in school’ rule if 
you want to keep your child’s head warm, please provide them with a hat. 
 
Activities during the Christmas holiday 
There are lots of things you can do to encourage your children to consolidate and extend their 
learning over the holidays. All our subject pages on our website have Curriculum Maps which give 
subject specific suggestions for each unit of work. Other things you may wish to look at include: 
 
The Royal Institution: Christmas Lectures 
GCHQ: The #GCHQChallenge is here! 
National Literacy Trust: The Twelve Days of Reading for Wellbeing  
 
Reading 
We are pleased that so many students are taking advantage of the improved libraries on both sites. 
Students now have a large choice of titles to choose from which means more students are borrowing 
books and reading for pleasure. Please encourage your child to always carry a book in their bag and 
read for at least 30 minutes a day. It is also suggested that parents engage in conversations with 
their child about what they are reading and check their reading log in the school planner.  
 
If they are currently not enjoying reading, please encourage them to speak to Mr Samuels or Ms 
Clark in the morning before form time and they will be able to point them in the right direction. We 
also encourage students to take part in the winter reading competition - details of which will be 
shared in form time and found in the libraries. 
 
Last day of term Friday 16th December 
Again, this will be a fundraising non-uniform day. This is a reward for the hard work of our students 
during this term but also an opportunity to raise some money for our chosen charity Place2Be. 
Please do ensure that if your child is enjoying the reward of wearing their own clothes that they are 
also able to make an appropriate donation. This day is also a half day, so students will have three 
lessons as per their timetable and break time before being dismissed between 12:20pm and 
12:30pm.  Students must bring their school bag with all necessary equipment, including their PE Kit if 
they have PE, to complete their lessons.  We will be advising all students to make their way home 
after being dismissed. 
 
Best wishes, 
 

 
 
Craig Hewitt 
Headteacher 
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